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MATTHEW 3:7

7But when he saw many of *the Pharisees worthy to carty. He will baptize you < with
and ‘Sadducees coming to his baptism, he the Holy' S})m; and /fire. "2 His *winnoyw-
said to them, *“You brood of *vipers! Who ing for’k is in his hand, and he will clear his
warned youto flee from " the wrath tocome?  threshing floor and "gather his wheat into
o Bear fruit *in keeping with repentance.  the barn, “but the chaff he will burn with
9And do not presume to say to yourselves, junquenchable fire.”

*We have Abraham as our father, for T tell

you, God is able from <these stones to raise The Baptism of Jesus
up children for Abraham. " Even now the 18k Then Jesus came 'from Galilee to the
axe s laid to the root of the trees. “Every tree  Jordan to John, to be baptized by him,

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.
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14 john would have prevented him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?” **But Jesus answered him, “Let
it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfillall righteousness.” Then he consented,
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately
he went up from the water, and behold, °the
heavens were opened to him,? and he »saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming to rest on him; '7and behold, “a voice
from heaven said, "“This is my beloved Son,?
with whom I am well pleased.”

The Temptation of Jesus

men and women 2Greek huiol; see Preface

Trinity
Distinguishable Persons
Matthew 3:13-17

God has always existed as the Holy Trinity of Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. While God is one, and the three persons are therefore
inseparable, we must distinguish among them. Matthew’s report
of Jesus’ baptism illustrates this well. Jesus travels from his home
province of Galilee to Judea to be baptized by John the Baptist
in the Jordan River. John balks at first, insisting he needs to be
baptized by Jesus. John insists because he knows that Jesus is far
greater than he. John baptizes with water, but he says that Jesus
the Messiah “will baptize . . . with the Holy Spirit and fire,” refer-
ring to Pentecost (3:11). However, Jesus convinces John to baptize
him by declaring, “thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”
(v.15). John then baptizes Jesus with water, though Jesus has

no sin and does not need to repent as does everyone else whom
John baptizes. Jesus submits to baptism to identify with sinners
whom he came to rescue through his sinless life and substitution-
ary death. After Jesus is baptized, he comes out of the water and
heaven opens up before him. Then Jesus sees “the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him” (v. 16). The
invisible Holy Spirit takes on a visible form so John would see the
Father anoint his Son with the Spirit as Israel’s king and Messiah.
Next the Father announces from heaven, “This is my beloved Son,
with whom | am well pleased” (v. 17). From all eternity the Father
and Son have loved each other (John 17:24); now the Father
proclaims his love for his Son from heaven to encourage him. The
Father’s words mark the Son as both messianic King and humble
servant who obeys the Father. While both Testaments insist that
there is only one living and true God, Jesus’ baptism shows that
we should distinguish the three divine persons: Jesus is baptized,
the Father speaks from heaven, and the Spirit descends on Jesus.

Theology for Life—We worship the one true God when we come
to the Father, through the Son, in the power of the Spirit. All three
persons are worthy of worship, trust, and obedience, for they
constitute the one God.

sThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit into
the wilderness'to be tempted by the devil.
2And after fasting “forty days and forty nights,
he *was hungry. *And * the tempter came
and said to him, “If you are *the Son of God,
command * these stones to become loaves of
bread.” *But he answered, <“It is written,

For more on
the distinctions
between the three
Trinitarian persons
seer

Luke 4:16-20.

«““Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God."”

s0Then the devil took him to “ the holy city
and set him on the pinnacle of the temple
sand said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down, for it is written,

4*“He will command his angels concern-
ingyou,’

and

““On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot againsta
stone.””

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written,/ You
shall not #put the Lord your God to the test.’”
siAgain, the devil took him to a very high
mountain and showed him all thekingdoms
of the world and their glory. °And he said to
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me.” °Then Jesus said to
him, “Be gone, 'Satan! For /it is written,

MATTHEW 4:22

hees
You sl-‘nal.l Wworship the Lord your God
and 'him only sha]| youserve,”

‘m‘Then the devil left him, and behold,
angels came and. were ministering to him,

Jesus Begins His Ministry
"#Now when he heard that "John had been
arrested, "he withdrew into Galilee, *2Andleav-
ingNazareth hewent andlived in“Capernaum
by "the sea, in the territory of *Zebulun and
Naphtali, **‘so that what was spoken by the
prophetIsaiah might be fulfilled:
' *“The land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali,
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 “the people dwelling in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those dwelling in the region
and “shadow of death,
on them a light has dawned”
7*From that time Jesus began to preach,
saying, *“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
isathand.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

*8*While walking by " the Sea of Galilee,
he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net
into the sea, for they were fishermen. * And
hesaid to them, “Follow me, and I will make
you ‘fishers of men.” *Tmmediately they left
their nets and followed him.# And going on
from there he saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in
the boat with Zebedee their father, mending
their nets, and he called them. 2 Immediately
they left the boat and their father and fol-
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