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Theology should, first and foremost, be rooted in God’s Word. The goal
of the ESV Systematic Theology Study Bible is to demonstrate how all

Christian doctrine arises from the pages of the Bible.

Created to help readers understand how Scripture forms the basis

for our understanding of God, humanity, sin, salvation, and eternity,
this study Bible features over 400 in-text doctrinal summaries
connecting Christian beliefs to specific Bible passages, over 25 longer
articles explaining important theological topics in greater depth, and
introductions to each book of the Bible that highlight the unique ways it
contributes to the whole of Christian theology.

With supplemental content written by a 26-member team of editors
and contributors, this resource was designed to help Christians better

connect what they believe about God with the very words of Scripture.




FEATURES

 Bible text: 9-point type « Referencestorelated doctrinal summaries

» Study note text: 8-point type * 400+ doctrinal summaries explaining core

« “Theology For life” secions connecting

doctrine to the Chrisitan’s heart Bible passages

* Bookintroductions

« Topical index of sidebars

EDITORS

doctrines and connecting them to specific

» 25+longer articles on key theological topics

Editors: Christopher Morgan, Robert Peterson, Stephen J. Wellum

Consulting Editor: Graham Cole

ARTICLE CONTRIBUTORS

Gregg Allison .......... A Brief History of Christopher Morgan. ..
Doctrine

Bruce Ashford ......... The Church Stephen Nichols .......

GeraldBray ............ The Creeds and J.I.Packer .............
Catechisms

Bryan Chapell ......... Grace Michael Reeves........

Graham Cole........... The Holy Spirit; Fred Sanders...........
The Sacraments or Sam Storms............
Ordinances ScottSwain............

David Dockery......... Eschatology Stephen J. Wellum. ...

JohnFrame............ Apologetics David Wells . ... ..

Michael Horton........ Providence

Kelly Kapic............. Scripture

Michael Kruger-........ Doctrine of Scripture
and Canon

Robert Letham......... The Person of Christ

Donald Macleod ....... The Work of Christ

How to Do Theology:
Method and Sources

Humanity

Reading the Bible

Theologically

Sin; The Christian

The Gospel; Salvation
Revelation
Election

What Is Doctrine and
Why Is It Important?



INTRODUCTION TO

GENESIS

Author and Date

The book of Genesis is the first book of the Pentateuch (Genesis-
Deuteronomy). It gives the foundation stories of God’s relation to the
world, to the patriarchs, and to Israel. The name of Moses has been
closely associated with the Pentateuch. He led Israel out of Egypt and
was God’s faithful servant. His ministry has been variously dated from
1500 to 1300 B.C.

Audience

Genesis narrates for Israel the story of people who walked with the Lord
(Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph) to encourage their
descendants to break away from their resistant and recurring hardness
of heart. The author intends the reader of the Pentateuch to connect
the foundation stories (exile from Eden, human wickedness, and God’s
unfolding promises of grace) with Israel’s new opportunity (of entering
the land, despite Israel’s rebelliousness, and through God’s unfailing
faithfulness to his promises). Genesis identifies the promises and path
to life that must be understood and followed in order for the people

of God to fulfill their calling as it is described and prescribed in Moses’
later books (e.g., Deut. 30:19-20) and, indeed, the rest of Scripture.

The Theological Message of Genesis

Genesis opens with the Bible’s greatest claim: there is only one God,
and he made the heavens and the earth. This assertion sets Genesis
apart from other ancient creation stories and from all polytheistic
religions. All of life’s greatest questions and purposes begin and end
in God. Who he is determines who we are and why everything in the
universe exists.

God’s role as Creator and mighty King is seen in Genesis 1:1-2:3.

He speaks his powerful word, and the world comes into existence.
Since he is their Creator, all things are his servants (cf. Ps. 119:89-91).
The order of creation shows that God provides for land, animals, and
people before making them. And as he makes them he assesses them,
repeatedly calling them “good.” When he completes his work he rests,
thereby providing an example for his creatures to follow.

Genesis then highlights that human beings are created in the image
of God. God makes men and women to be his regents, stewards of his
creation (Gen. 1:26-31). Unlike the animals, they bear his image: they
think, speak, relate, work, rule, and assess (2:4-25). Best of all, they can
know him, walk with him, and share his work. Created sinless, they need
only to keep his commands for their perfect life with him to continue.

But the first man (Adam) and woman (Eve) sin. They distrust God’s
motives and words and break his commands (3:1-7). They fear his
presence (3:8-13) and incur his punishment. Sin costs them everything
dear to them. The ground, their children, and their walk with God all
suffer (3:16-19). They pass on sin to their children like a genetic defect
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(4:1-26; Rom. 5:12-21). Soon they have so marred the world that God
sweeps away all but Noah’s family in a great flood (Gen. 6:5-7:24).

God promises redemption. The Creator creates a way people can be
saved from sin and its deadly effects. Faced with a massive problem,
he begins simply and organically, with people. He promises a Savior
through Eve, the first sinner (3:15). He makes a covenant with the earth
and with Noah’s family, pledging that life will continue and binding
Noah’s family to God’s service (8:20-9:7).

God makes a covenant with Abraham. God chooses Abraham, Noah’s
descendant, and his family to bless all the world’s nations (12:1-9).

He says to Abraham that in him, “all the families of the earth shall be
blessed” (12:3; cf. Gal. 3:8), and promises to give him an eternal home-
land (Gen. 12:1-2, 7; 13:14-17). God protects his family in Egypt, where
he prepares them to bless the world (15:13-16; 37:1-50:26).

God saves by grace through faith. God saves Noah, Abraham, their
spouses, and their descendants by his grace through their faith in him
(8:20; 15:6; cf. Heb. 11:1-40). They do the good works he saved them
to do (Gen. 18:18-19; cf. Eph. 2:9-10) so others will come to know God.
God never surrenders his kingdom or his subjects to sin. He saves
those who trust him.

Jesus Christ is a descendant of Adam and Eve, Noah, and Abraham
(Matt. 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38). He keeps all of God’s promises. He holds
creation together (Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3), defeats sin (Rom. 3:21-31) and
death (1 Cor. 15:1-58), and blesses all nations (Matt. 28:16-20). He is
the only Savior (Acts 4:12), and his people are a new creation (2 Cor.
5:16-20).

Outline
. The Creator Is Sovereign King of the Whole World (1:1-2:3)

Il. The Creation of the Garden of Eden and the First Human Family:
Adam and Eve, Their Sin, Expulsion from Eden, and Life to the
East of Eden (2:4-4:26)

IIl. The Family of Adam: From Adam to Noah (5:1-6:8)

IV. The Story of Noah: His Walk with God, the Flood, the Ark, and
God’s Covenant (6:9-9:29)

V. The Family of Noah: The Nations and the Tower of Babel
10:1-11:9)

VI. The Family of Shem: From Shem to Terah (11:10-26)

VIl. The Family of Terah: Abraham, Isaac, and Ishmael and God’s
Covenant with Abraham to the Exclusion of Ishmael (11:27-25:11)

VIIl. The Family of Ishmael (25:12-18)

IX. The Family of Isaac: God’s Promises to Isaac and Jacob and the
Exclusion of Esau (25:19-35:29)

X. The Family of Esau (36:1-43)
Xl. The Family of Jacob: The Twelve Tribes (37:1-50:26)
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The Creation of the World
In the °beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth. 2 The earth was ° without
form and void, and darkness was over the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters.

3And God said, < “Let there be light,” and
there was light. 4 And God saw that the light
was good. And God separated the light from
the darkness. 3God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, ““Let there be an expanse!
in the midst of the waters, and let it sepa-
rate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God
made? the expanse and °separated the waters
that were under the expanse from the waters
that were "above the expanse. And it was so.
8 And God called the expanse Heaven.’> And
there was evening and there was morning,
the second day.

9 And God said, °“Let the waters under the
heavens be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.
10 God called the dry land Earth,* and the
waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, "“Let the earth sprout
vegetation, plants® yielding seed, and fruit
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed,
each according to its kind, on the earth.”
And it was so. 2 The earth brought forth
vegetation, plants yielding seed according
to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit
in which is their seed, each according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And
there was evening and there was morning,
the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the
expanse of the heavens to separate the day
from the night. And let them be for 'signs and

for’seasons,® and for days and years, 15and let
them be lights in the expanse of the heavens
to give light upon the earth.” And it was so.
16 And God “made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser
light to rule the night—and the stars. ¥ And
God set them in the expanse of the heavens to
give light on the earth, 18to 'rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. ¥? And there was evening and there was
morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm
with swarms of living creatures, and let
birds” fly above the earth across the expanse
of the heavens.” 21 So "God created the great
sea creatures and every living creature that
moves, with which the waters swarm, accord-
ing to their kinds, and every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying,
"“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth.” 2 And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth
living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things and beasts of
the earth according to their kinds.” And it was
s0. 2 And God made the beasts of the earth
according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that
creeps on the ground according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good.

26Then God said, °“Let us make man? in our

Chapter 1 12Job 38:4-7; Ps. 33:6; 136:5; Isa. 42:5; 45:18; John 1:1-3; Acts
14:15; 17:24; Col. 1:16, 17; Heb. 1:10; 11:3; Rev. 4:11 20Jer. 4:23 32 Cor.

4:6 6%Job 37:18; Ps. 136:5; Jer. 10:12; 51:15 7eProv. 8:27-29 'Ps. 148:4 9Job
38:8-11; Ps. 33:7; 136:6; Jer. 5:22; 2 Pet. 3:5 11"Ps. 104:14 14iJer. 10:2; Ezek.
32:7, 8; Joel 2:30, 31; 3:15; Matt. 24:29; Luke 21:25 IPs. 104:19 16¥Deut. 4:19;
Ps. 136:7-9 18'Jer. 31:35 21MPs. 104:25, 26 22"ch. 8:17; 9:1 26°ch. 3:22;
11:7; Isa. 6:8

10r a canopy; also verses 7,8, 14, 15,17, 20 20r fashioned; also verse 16 3Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15,17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 4Or Land; also
verses 11,12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 5Or small plants; also verses 12, 29 6Or appointed times 7 Or flying things; see Leviticus 11:19-20
8The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes the proper name Adam
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image, "after our likeness. And “let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the heavens and over the livestock
and over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.”

27 S0 God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
"male and female he created them.

28 And God blessed them. And God said
to them, ° “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the heavens and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.” 2 And God said,
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding
seed that is on the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit. * You shall
have them for food. 30 And ‘' to every beast of
the earth and to every bird of the heavens
and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.” And it was

so. 31YAnd God saw everything that he had
made, and behold, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning,
the sixth day.

The Seventh Day, God Rests

Thus the heavens and the earth were fin-

ished, and “all the host of them. 2And *on
the seventh day God finished his work that
he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work that he had done. 3So
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,
because on it God rested from all his work
that he had done in creation.

The Creation of Man and Woman
4 YThese are the generations
of the heavens and the earth when they
were created,
in the day that the LorD God made the
earth and the heavens.

26Pch. 5:1; 9:6; 1 Cor. 11:7; Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10; James 3:9 9ch. 9:2; Ps. 8:6-8; James
3.7 27ch. 2:18, 21-23; 5:2; Mal. 2:15; Matt. 19:4; Mark 10:6 285ch. 9:1, 7 29tch.
9:3; Ps. 104:14, 15; 145:15, 16 30UPs. 147:9 31VEccles. 7:29; 1 Tim. 4:4 Chapter 2
1%Deut. 4:19; Ps. 33:6 2°Ex. 20:8-11; 31:17; Deut. 5:12-14; Heb. 4:4 #ch. 1:1

Mankind: The Image of God

Genesis 1:26-31

As God prepares to make mankind, he declares he will make
creatures like himself and give them rule over his creation (v. 26).
He then executes his plan: “So God created man in his own image,

For more on the
image of God see:

Col. 3:9-10

in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them” (v. 27). The text does not define the image of God in

mankind, but it does offer several hints.

Adam and Eve are God’s image. God created them holy (Eph.
4:24) and with the ability to obey him in knowledge (Col. 3:9-10),
to use language, and to be creative. Bearing God’s image means
possessing personhood, which involves unique souls and relation-
ships with God and others. Moses hints at this by showing that
two genders were a part of God’s plan from the beginning (Gen.
1:27). God gives significance to both men and women by creating
them in his image, and both image him in his world.

Image-bearing also includes fulfilling the roles God assigns.
Adam and Eve are to represent God by exercising dominion over
his creation (vv. 26, 28). In addition, because Adam and Eve are
the first parents of all humans, only one race of image-bearers
exists, as Paul underscores: God “made from one man every
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth” (Acts 17:26).
Consequently, mankind’s various ethnic groups come from one

family, ruling out any racism.

Theology for Life—May God help us to treat people of both
genders and all races with the respect and dignity that accords

with their creation in God’s image.



5When no *bush of the field! was yet in
the land? and no small plant of the field had
yet sprung up—for the LorRD God had not
caused it to rain on the land, and there was
no man °to work the ground, and a mist?
was going up from the land and was watering
the whole face of the ground— 7 then the
LorD God formed the man of *dust from
the ground and breathed into his ° nostrils
the breath of life, and °the man became a
living creature. 8 And the LorRD God planted
a ‘garden in Eden, in the east, and there he
put the man whom he had formed. ? And out
of the ground the LORD God made to spring
up every tree that is pleasant to the sight
and good for food. ¢ The tree of life was in
the midst of the garden, "and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the
garden, and there it divided and became four
rivers. 1 The name of the first is the Pishon. It
is the one that flowed around the whole land
of 'Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the
gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx
stone are there. 33 The name of the second river
is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around
the whole land of Cush. 1* And the name of the
third river is the 'Tigris, which flows east of
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

GENESIS 2:22

15The LoRD God took the man “and put
him in the garden of Eden to work it and
keep it. 16 And the LorD God commanded
the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every
tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil 'you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat* of it you "shall
surely die.”

18Then the LoRD God said, “It is not good
that the man should be alone; "I will make
him a helper fit for® him.” 1*°Now out of the
ground the LorD God had formed® every
beast of the field and every bird of the heav-
ens and ° brought them to the man to see
what he would call them. And whatever the
man called every living creature, that was its
name. 2°The man gave names to all livestock
and to the birds of the heavens and to every
beast of the field. But for Adam’ there was not
found a helper fit for him. 21 So the LorD God
caused a “deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
while he slept took one of his ribs and closed
up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the
LorD God had taken from the man he made?

52[ch. 1:11, 12) 2ch. 3:23 T°ch. 3:19, 23; 18:27; Ps. 103:14; Eccles. 12:7; 1 Cor.
15:47 Sch. 7:22; Job 33:4; Isa. 2:22 %Job 27:3 €Cited 1 Cor. 15:45 8'ver. 15; ch.
13:10; Isa. 51:3; Ezek. 28:13; 31:8; Joel 2:3 9&ch. 3:22; Rev. 2:7; 22:2, 14 hVEI’.
17 11ch. 10:7, 29; 25:18; 1 Sam. 15:7 14iDan. 10:4 15%ver. 8 17'ch. 3:1-3, 11,
17 Rom. 6:23; James 1:15 181 Cor. 11:9; 1 Tim. 2:13 18°h. 1:20, 24 PPs. 8:6
219ch. 15:12; 1 Sam. 26:12

10r open country 20r earth; also verse 6 3Or spring #Or when you eat >Or corresponding to; also verse 20 6Or And out of the ground the LorRD

God formed 7 Or the man 8Hebrew built

Mankind: The Cultural Mandate

Genesis 1:28

God’s image-bearers have work to do in his good world. God’s
first command to them is “be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth” (v. 28), for he wants his world to be filled with more
image-bearers who know and love him and who will serve him

as his vicegerents.

For more on
God'’s creation
of mankind see:
Gen. 2:7-8

Ps. 8:1-9

God'’s second command to Adam and Eve concerns the created

order—they are to “subdue it, and have dominion over ... every
living thing” (v. 28). In other words, God desires innovation and

cultivation of the creation and its resources to expand Eden into
the whole world. God cares for his good creation and for the

For more on the
image of God see:
Gen. 1:26-31

Col. 3:9-10

people who live in it, so he establishes this cultural mandate to
reflect his glory throughout the world. Even after the fall, God
commands mankind, through Noah’s family, to continue this
mandate (9:1, 7) for the glory of God in all the earth.

Theology for Life—Our Creator calls us also to raise children after
his own heart and to cultivate the earth responsibly for his glory

and our well-being.



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

MATTHEW

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ
1 >The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,
®the son of David, “the son of Abraham.
29Abraham was the father of Isaac, and
¢Isaac the father of Jacob, and "Jacob the
father of Judah and his brothers, 3and °Judah
the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and
Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron
the father of Ram,! 4and Ram the father of
Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon,
5and Salmon the father of Boaz by "Rahab,
and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and
Obed the father of Jesse, €and 'Jesse the father
of David the king.

And 'David was the father of Solomon by
“the wife of Uriah, 7and 'Solomon the father
of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father
of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph,?
8and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, "and Joram
the father of Uzziah, ?and Uzziah the father
of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 1°and Hezekiah
the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the
father of Amos,*> and Amos the father of
Josiah, *and "Josiah the father of °Jechoniah
and his brothers, at the time of the deporta-
tion to Babylon.

12 And after the deportation to Babylon:
°Jechoniah was the father of °Shealtiel,* and
"Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud
the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father
of Azor, ¥and Azor the father of Zadok, and
Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the
father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of
Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan,
and Matthan the father of Jacob, ¥6and Jacob
the father of *Joseph the husband of Mary, of
whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

1750 all the generations from Abraham to
David were fourteen generations, and from
David to the deportation to Babylon four-
teen generations, and from the deportation to
Babylon to ‘the Christ fourteen generations.

The Birth of Jesus Christ

18 Now the birth of “Jesus Christ® took
place in this way. *When his mother Mary
had been betrothed® to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child
“from the Holy Spirit. 2 And her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling *to
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her
quietly. 22But as he considered these things,
behold, ¥an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and *you
shall call his name Jesus, *for he will save
his people from their sins.” 22°All this took
place “to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet:

239“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son,
and they shall call his name
‘Immanuel”

(which means, God "with us). 2 When Joseph
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the

Chapter 1 12Luke 3:23-38] 92 Sam. 7:12-16; Ps. 132:11; Isa. 11:1; Jer. 23:5; Luke
1:32, 59; John 7:42; Acts 2:30; 13:23; Rom. 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:8; Rev. 22:16 Gen. 22:18;
Gal. 3:16 29Gen. 21:3 ¢Gen. 25:26 fGen. 29:35 3¢[Ruth 4:18-22; 1 Chr. 2:1-15]
SJosh. 6:25 61 Sam. 16:1; 17:1212 Sam. 12:24 2 Sam. 12:10 7'For ver. 7-10,

see 1 Chr. 3:10-14 8™M[2 Kgs. 15:1; 1 Chr. 3:11, 12] 1171 Chr. 3:15, 16 °Esth. 2:6;
Jer. 24:1; 27:20 1201 Chr. 3:17-19 Iuke 3:27 "Ezra 3:2 16%Luke 3:23 17tch. 2:4;
11:2; 16:16; 22:42; 23:10; Mark 8:29; Luke 3:15; [John 1:41; 4:25] 18ver. 1; Mark
1:1; John 1:17; 17:3; [ver. 16] 'Luke 1:27 “Luke 1:35 19*[Deut. 24:1] 20%ch. 2:13,
19; [ch. 2:12, 22] 21%ver. 25; Luke 1:31; 2:21 ®Luke 2:11; Acts 4:12; 5:31; 13:23, 38;
[Acts 3:26] 220ch. 21:4; 26:56; John 19:36 Cch. 2:15, 23; 4:14; Mark 14:49 23Cited
from Isa. 7:14 lsa. 8:8, 10 'See ch. 28:20

1Greek Aram; also verse 4 2 Asaph is probably an alternate spelling of Asa; some manuscripts Asa; also verse 8 3Amos is probably an
alternate spelling of Amon; some manuscripts Amon; twice in this verse 4Greek Salathiel; twice in this verse >Some manuscripts of the

Christ 6That is, legally pledged to be married
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Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 2but
knew her not until she had given birth to a
son. And °he called his name Jesus.

The Visit of the Wise Men

Now "after Jesus was born in 'Bethlehem

of Judea 'in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men! from *the east came to
Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has
been born 'king of the Jews? For we saw ™his
star when it rose? and have come to "worship
him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;
4and assembling all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where °the Christ was to be born. 5They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is writ-
ten by the prophet:

"Greek magi; also verses 7, 16 20r in the east; also verse 9

1156

6°“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah,
are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will °shepherd my people Israel.”

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men
secretly and ascertained from them what time
the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him,
bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” ? After listening to the king,
they went on their way. And behold, the star

258ver. 21 Chapter 2 1MLuke 2:4-7 iLuke 2:15; John 7:42 iLuke 1:5 k[Gen. 25:6;
1 Kgs. 4:30] 2'ch. 27:11, 37; Jer. 23:5; 30:9; Zech. 9:9 ™[Num. 24:17; Rev. 22:16]
"See ch. 8:2 4°See ch. 1:17 6Cited from Mic. 5:2 9Ezek. 34:23; John 21:15-17;
[2 Sam. 5:2; Rev. 7:17]

Jesus Christ: Virgin Birth

Matthew 1:18-25

Matthew tells the story from Joseph’s perspective of what is more
correctly termed the “virgin conception” (since our Lord’s birth
was normal). Joseph and Mary were engaged (betrothed), a rela-

For more on Jesus’
virgin birth see:
Luke 1:26-38

tional status only divorce could break. Before they came together
in sexual union as husband and wife, “she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit” (v. 18). Mary had conceived a baby
without Joseph’s involvement; the pregnancy was “from the Holy
Spirit” because God himself caused Mary to become pregnant
through a supernatural conception. By this means the Son of God
became a human being. The second person of the Trinity took

to himself a human nature in Mary’s womb and was born as the

God-man with a human body and soul.

lgnorant of the truth, Joseph assumed the worst. No doubt
confused and despondent, he planned to divorce her quietly to
avoid shaming her. While he was in this state of mind, an angel
of the Lord came in a dream and explained matters to him. The
child Mary conceived was “from the Holy Spirit” (v. 20), and
Joseph was to name the baby Jesus, which means “Yahweh
saves.” The very name of Jesus, then, signifies that “he will save
his people from their sins” (v. 21). Matthew indicates that these
events fulfilled Isaiah 7:14, which foretells the virgin conception
of “Immanuel ... God with us” (Matt. 1:22-23). Awakening, Joseph
obeyed the angel, took Mary as his wife, abstained from sexual
relations until the baby was born, and named him Jesus.

Theology for Life—The virgin conception of our Lord’s humanity
highlights his supernatural character, for Jesus’ conception was
the work of God alone. Humanity cannot rescue itself from sin’s

plight. Only God can—and did—beginning with the virgin concep-
tion. As Luke records, the result of the miraculous conception was
the divine sonship of the man Christ Jesus (Luke 1:35).



Grace

An old acrostic explains grace as “God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense.”
A more common definition is “unmerited favor.” Both are helpful

in expressing the Bible’s wide-ranging use of a term central to its
gospel message.

One of the reasons grace pervades so much of Scripture is that it is
essential to the character of God. His own description of himself (Ex.
34:6-7) includes the attribute of graciousness, and no description of
God is repeated more often in the Bible (e.g., Num. 14:18; Neh. 9:31; Ps.
86:5; 15; Joel 2:13). Not only is grace rooted in God’s character, but it
is also expressed in his actions toward all he has made (Ps. 145:8-9).
Where God is, grace exists in abundant supply.

God Provides What We Cannot

Because grace is a provision of God'’s riches, it is necessarily something
that blesses God’s people beyond their own means. Grace evidences
some aspect of divine provision.

Scripture discloses God’s provision for people in a variety of ways,
but it is important to understand that his gracious character is not fully
presented in one snapshot. The nature of grace unfolds over biblical
history. In its simplest expression, grace is evident whenever God
feeds the hungry, grants rest to the weary, gives strength to the weak,
provides family to an orphan, sends funds to the destitute, forgives a
sinner, loves the unlovely, releases a slave, rescues the captive, and so
forth. In each of these, God provides a blessing people cannot provide
for themselves (Isa. 40:29-31; 2 Cor. 12:9-10; Heb. 11:34).

The grace of God in these small, personal vignettes also sweeps in
large scale across biblical history. Grace works across millennia as
God provides his people with his unfailing love, faithful Word, needed
leaders, repeated rescues, fatherly discipline, release from slavery,
return from exile, relief from famine, maintenance of a remnant, willing-
ness to forgive, providential deliverance, electing covenants, messianic
promises, and so forth. Each provision is beyond humanity’s ability,
supply, or deserving. So, by these historical provisions, God not only
defines his nature but also points toward the greater grace all people
need him to provide (Rom. 15:4, 8-13).

God Provides What He Requires

By his grace God not only provides what his people need; he also
provides what his kingdom requires. He is not merely gracious by nature;
he is also holy. In order for his people to be united to him in spirit and for
eternity, they must also be holy. God specifically says to them, “Be holy,
for  am holy” (1 Pet. 1:16; cf. Lev. 19:2). This is a requirement far beyond
the supply of humans sinful by nature (Rom. 5:12-13). We can no more
make ourselves holy than a man could clean a white shirt with muddy
hands. So, by his grace, God provides what he requires.
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Holiness
God provides the holiness he requires of his people by the sacrificial
gift of his Son (Rom. 5:6-10). That is why God’s riches are at Christ’s
expense. Because our sinful nature keeps us from meeting the require-
ments of holiness, God determined to provide his Son in sacrifice to
pay the penalty for our sins. In order to maintain his justice, God could
not simply disregard the sin of humanity that dishonors him, damages
others, and degrades us. But if we were to pay the just penalty for our
sin, hell would be our recompense.

God graciously provides another destiny for his people by allowing
Christ’s perfect sacrifice to pay the penalty for our sin. In essence,
God paid the fine his own justice required for our transgression (Rom.
3:26). As a conseguence, we can be in a relationship with him, since he
provides what he requires (1 John 4:9-10). With sin’s penalty fully paid,
God’s people stand justified before him. They possess the holy status
he requires by virtue of the sacrifice he provided (Gal. 2:20; 1 John 3:1).

God thus graciously both pays the penalty for his people and
provides to them the benefits of that payment. Christ’s sacrifice for sin
is not forced upon all humanity. Neither is it earned by some super-
human accomplishment (Titus 3:5). Again, grace provides what we
need but cannot provide for ourselves.

Faith

Since grace cannot be earned and is not deserved, it can be claimed
only by faith (Rom. 3:21-23). Those who believe Christ’s sacrifice
provides the penalty for their sin trust God to forgive and bless them
solely on the basis of Jesus’ work on their behalf (Gal. 2:16). They rest
on the truth of the sufficiency of his sacrifice and receive his righteous
status as their sole claim to holiness (Rom. 5:2; Col. 3:4).

But from where does this faith come? In their sinful state, all humans
are dead in their transgressions and sin (Eph. 2:1). They have no spiri-
tual ability to express the faith God requires. So, again, God provides
what he requires (Eph. 2:4-5). He puts his Holy Spirit in our hearts to
make them alive to the truths of the gospel, as well as willing and able
to rest in and receive it (Rom. 8:3-6). He instills within us the faith we
must express to have the holy status he requires (Eph. 2:8-9).

Power

God requires holiness not just in status but in life (2 Cor. 6:14-18).

He calls his people to live and grow in ways that honor him and bless
others (Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 5:1-2; 2 Pet. 3:18). But we remain remarkably
human, with weak wills, divided hearts, and distracted minds. So how
do we live as God requires? Again, he provides what he requires (1 Cor.
1:30). He puts the same Spirit in us that raised Jesus from the dead so
that the resurrection power of the Savior indwells our mortal bodies
(Rom. 8:5-11; 1 John 4:4). We no longer are slaves to sin, and it no
longer has dominion over us (Rom. 6:6, 14).

Motivation

But what, then, enables and encourages us to act on the power and
liberty we have to serve God? The answer, again, is grace. The grace
that saves and empowers us creates affections in us (2 Cor. 5:14; 2 Pet.
1:3-4) to displace the worldly desires that would lure us into sin (John
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3:19; James 1:13-14). God provides the life of holiness he requires by
giving us the willingness and the ability to serve him (Titus 2:11-12).

Perseverance

Finally, as the old song says, “Tis grace will lead us home.” In our own
strength, we could never maintain the affections and devotion that
would secure our path to heaven. So God also provides what he requires
eternally: a bond that extends into glory (1 Pet. 1:13). He requires our
hearts to remain firmly set on him, and he provides the means for that
to occur by securing us to himself (Rom. 8:28-30, 38-39).

Everything Necessary

Mystery remains in the divine equations of how God provides what we
are responsible to express in faith, faithfulness, and perseverance. But
there is no mystery in the reality that all of these are beyond us if God
does not provide grace for the holiness, faith, and life he requires (Heb.
4:16; 1 Pet. 1:10).

Grace
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