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ABOUT THE ESV BIBLE

Premise
The ESV® (English Standard Version®) Bible is based on the premise that the words of the 

Bible are the words of God. And as Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).

A Word-for-Word Translation
With this foundational premise in mind, the ESV Bible follows word-for-word (or essentially 

literal) translation principles. As a word-for-word Bible translation, the ESV seeks to express 

the deepest possible nuance of meaning in the original Greek and Hebrew words of the 

Bible—and thus to bring the reader as close as possible to the timeless truth, beauty, and 

depth of meaning of the original Greek and Hebrew.

Foundational Words
The ESV likewise retains the foundational words of biblical Christian teaching—essential 

words such as grace, mercy, justification, sanctification, and salvation—words that express 

the heart of the gospel and the central truths of the church. 

The ESV thus carries forward the historic stream of essentially literal Bible translation, as 

exemplified so beautifully in the King James Version and its legacy, which is represented by 

several other essentially literal Bible translations published during the last 400 years.

Ideally Suited for Personal Reading and In-Depth Study
In short, the ESV Bible is ideally suited for both devotional reading and in-depth study— 

to read and reflect, to study and memorize, for worship and preaching, for personal reading 

and family devotions, as a lifelong treasure for all who love God’s Word.

For additional information about the ESV Bible, including the ESV preface and a full explanation of the ESV 

translation legacy, philosophy, principles, and publishing team, please visit ESV.org.

Founded in 1938, Crossway is a not-for-profit global Christian publishing ministry that publishes gospel-centered, 

Bible-centered content, to honor our Savior and serve his Church. Crossway seeks to help people understand the 

all-encompassing implications of the gospel and the truth of God’s Word—for all of life, for all eternity, and for the 

glory of God alone. Crossway is the global publisher of the ESV (English Standard Version) Bible, more than 1,000 

Christian books, and an extensive list of gospel literature. For additional information visit crossway.org.
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ESV Single Column  
Journaling Bible, Artist Series
Each Bible in this collection serves as a visual entry point 

focused on a particular biblical theme or passage, setting a tone 

of reflection as readers engage with the Bible. With uniquely 

commissioned artwork by Christian artists such as Peter Voth, 

Ruth Chou Simons, and Joshua Noom, readers will join in 

celebrating the treasure of God’s Word through the artistic 

talents of his people.

Available March 21, 2021, see page 86

1. Hardcover, Jake Weidmann, Dwelling Place, 978-1-4335-7266-1 $49.99

2. Hardcover, Joshua Noom, The Lion and the Lamb, 978-1-4335-7267-8, $49.99

3. Hardcover, Peter Voth, Sanctus, 978-1-4335-7268-5, $49.99

4. Hardcover, Ruth Chou Simons, Be Transformed, 978-1-4335-7269-2, $49.99

5. Hardcover, Jess Phoenix, Garden, 978-1-4335-7270-8, $49.99

6. Hardcover, Lulie Wallace, In Bloom, 978-1-4335-7271-5, $49.99

1. “Dwelling Place” by Jake Weidmann 2. “The Lion and the Lamb” by Joshua Noom

3. “Sanctus” by Peter Voth 4. “Be Transformed” by Ruth Chou Simons

5. “Garden” by Jess Phoenix 6. “In Bloom” by Lulie Wallace
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ESV Panorama New Testament
Ideal for personal use, inductive Bible study, sermon 

preparation, and seminary classes, the ESV Panorama 

New Testament features a significantly expanded 

page size while maintaining a more typical type size—

providing an optimal reading experience for those 

interested in viewing many of the New Testament books 

in their entirety on a panoramic, two-page spread.

Available February 26, 2021, see page 38

Cloth over Board, Gray, 978-1-4335-7193-0, $29.99
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F E AT U R E D  E SV  B I B L E  P R O D U C T S

ESV Holy Bible for Kids, Compact
This kid-friendly Bible combines the full text of the ESV 

along with 24 pages of illustrations depicting scenes 

from Bible stories such as David and Goliath, Elijah and 

the chariots of fire, Jesus dying on the cross, and Paul’s 

conversion. Perfect for kids to use as their first Bible, this 

compact edition is tailored for independent readers and for 

parents reading with their kids. 

Available March 31, 2021, see page 118

Hardcover, 978-1-4335-7195-4, $14.99
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F E AT U R E D  E SV  B I B L E  P R O D U C T S

ESV Preaching Bible,  
Verse-by-Verse Edition
The ESV Preaching Bible, Verse-by-Verse Edition maintains 

a preacher-friendly layout with each verse on its own line 

to ensure ease in public and personal reading. This elegant 

Bible features a highly readable type, enlarged and bolded 

verse numbers, extra-wide margins, high-quality paper, a 

durable smyth-sewn binding, and a premium goatskin cover.

Available January 29, 2021, see page 40

Goatskin, Black, 978-1-4335-7206-7, $249.00
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Actual type size

2018I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  J O H N

Timeline

Outline

 I. Prologue: The Incarnate Word (1:1–18)

 II. The Signs of the Messiah (1:19–12:50)

 A. John the Baptist’s witness and the first week of Jesus’ ministry (1:19–2:11)
 B. Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to Gentiles (2:12–4:54)
 C. Mounting Jewish opposition, additional signs (5:1–10:42)
 D. The final Passover: the ultimate sign and the aftermath (11:1–12:19)
 E. The approaching Gentiles and the Messiah’s rejection by the Jews (12:20–50)

 III. The Farewell Discourse and the Passion Narrative (13:1–20:31)

 A. The cleansing and instruction of the new messianic community and Jesus’ final prayer 
(13:1–17:26)

 B. Jesus’ arrest, trials, death, and burial (18:1–19:42)
 C. Jesus’ resurrection, appearances, and sending of his disciples (20:1–29)
 D. Purpose statement: Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God (20:30–31)

 IV. Epilogue: The Roles of Peter and of the Disciple Whom Jesus Loved (21:1–25)

John the Baptist born (6 b.c.*)

Jesus born (5 b.c.*)

Flight to Egypt; death of Herod; return to Nazareth (4 b.c.*)

Jesus, age 12, talks with teachers in temple (a.d. 8*)

Jesus works as carpenter in Nazareth (8*–28/30)

John the Baptist begins ministry (28/29)

Jesus begins ministry; John becomes disciple (28/30)

Jesus crucified and resurrected (33 [or 30])†

Jerusalem church flees to Pella (67*)

Destruction of Jerusalem temple (70)

Domitian’s reign (81–96)

Gospel according to John written (85–95*)

John writes 1–3 John, probably from Ephesus (85–95*)

John writes Revelation from Patmos (95–96*)

* denotes approximate date; / signifies either/or; † see The Date of Jesus’ Crucifixion, pp. 1809–1810

10 b.c. 1 a.d. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

***TIMELINE FOR JOHN***

***PLACE AFTER THE HEADING “TIMELINE”

chart.43-Timeline.indd   43 7/16/08   5:01:50 PM

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is 
implied in Greek 

1:1–18 Prologue: The Incarnate Word. In the prologue John presents 
Jesus as the eternal, preexistent, now incarnate Word (vv. 1, 14) and 
as the one-of-a-kind Son of the Father who is himself God (vv. 1, 18). 
God’s revelation and redemption in and through Jesus are shown to form 
the culmination of the history of salvation, which previously included 
God’s giving of the law through Moses (v. 17), his dwelling among his 
people in the tabernacle and the temple (v. 14), and the sending of the 
forerunner, John the Baptist (vv. 6–8, 15). The prologue also introduces 
many of the major themes developed later in the Gospel, such as Jesus 
as the life (v. 4), the light (vv. 5–9), and the truth (vv. 14, 16–17); 
believers as God’s children (vv. 12–13); and the world’s rejection of 
Jesus (vv. 10–11).

1:1 In the beginning was the Word echoes the opening phrase of the 
book of Genesis, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 
John will soon identify this Word as Jesus (v. 14), but here he locates Jesus’ 
existence in eternity past with God. The term “the Word” (Gk. Logos) conveys 
the notion of divine self-expression or speech and has a rich OT background. 
God’s Word is effective: God speaks, and things come into being (Gen. 1:3, 9; 
Ps. 33:6; 107:20; Isa. 55:10–11), and by speech he relates personally to his 
people (e.g., Gen. 15:1). John also shows how this concept of “the Word” is 
superior to a Greek philosophical concept of “Word” ( logos) as an impersonal 
principle of Reason that gave order to the universe. And the Word was 
with God indicates interpersonal relationship “with” God, but then and the 
Word was God affirms that this Word was also the same God who created 
the universe “in the beginning.” Here are the building blocks that go into the 
doctrine of the Trinity: the one true God consists of more than one person, 
they relate to each other, and they have always existed. From the Patristic 
period (Arius, c. a.d. 256–336) until the present day (Jehovah’s Witnesses), 
some have claimed that “the Word was God” merely identifies Jesus as a god 
rather than identifying Jesus as God, because the Greek word for God, Theos, 
is not preceded by a definite article. However, in Greek grammar, Colwell’s 
Rule indicates that the translation “a god” is not required, for lack of an article 
does not necessarily indicate indefiniteness (“a god”) but rather specifies that 
a given term (“God”) is the predicate nominative of a definite subject (“the 
Word”). This means that the context must determine the meaning of Theos 

here, and the context clearly indicates that this “God” that John is talking 
about (“the Word”) is the one true God who created all things (see also John 
1:6, 12, 13, 18 for other examples of Theos without a definite article but 
clearly meaning “God”).

1:3 All things includes the whole universe, indicating that (except for 
God) everything that exists was created and that (except for God) nothing 
has existed eternally. Made through him follows the consistent pattern 
of Scripture in saying that God the Father carried out his creative works 
through the activity of the Son (cf. 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2). This 
verse disproves any suggestion that the Word (or the Son, John 1:14) was 
created, for the Father would have had to do this by himself, and John says 
that nothing was created that way, for without him was not any thing 
made that was made.

1:4–5 The references to life, light, and darkness continue to draw on 
Genesis motifs (cf. Gen. 1:3–5, 14–18, 20–31; 2:7; 3:20; cf. also Isa. 9:2; 
42:6–7; 49:6; 60:1–5; Mal. 4:2; Luke 1:78–79). Against this background, 
Jesus as the “light” brings to this dark world true knowledge, moral purity, and 
the light that shows the very presence of God (cf. John 8:12; 1 John 1:5).

1:7–9 light. See note on vv. 4–5. witness. See note on 5:31–47.

1:11 John moves from his own things (see esv footnote)—that is, 
creation—to his own people, the Jews. The Jewish rejection of the Messiah, 
despite convincing proofs of his messianic identity (esp. the “signs”), is one of 
the major emphases of the Gospel (see esp. 12:37–40).

1:12–13 Receive him implies not merely intellectual agreement with some 
facts about Jesus but also welcoming and submitting to him in a personal 
relationship. “Believed in” (Gk. pisteuō eis) implies personal trust. His name 
refers to all that is true about him, and therefore the totality of his person. 
Born, not of blood . . . , but of God makes clear that neither physical birth 
nor ethnic descent nor human effort can make people children of God, but 
only God’s supernatural work (8:41–47; cf. 3:16). This extends the possibility 
of becoming God’s children to Gentiles and not just Jews (11:51–52; cf. 
10:16). See also 3:3–8. To all . . . who believed . . . he gave the 
right indicates that saving faith precedes becoming members of God’s family 
through adoption as his children.

The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the Word was with God, and d the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 

eAll things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 

f
 In him was life,1 and g the 

life was the light of men. 5 
h

 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose name was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to 
bear witness about the light, l that all might believe through him. 8 

m
 He was not the light, 

but came to bear witness about the light.
9 
n

 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet o the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to p his own,2 and q his own people3 r did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 

Chapter 1

1a  Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 
1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 
17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] 
b  Rev. 19:13; [Heb. 4:12; 
1 John 1:1] c  1 John 1:2; 
[ch. 17:5] d  Phil. 2:6

3e  ver. 10; Ps. 33:6; 1 Cor. 
8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2

4f  ch. 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 
1:2; 5:11 g  ch. 8:12; 9:5; 
12:46

5h  [ch. 3:19]

6i  ver. 33; ch. 3:28; Mal. 
3:1 j  Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; 
Luke 3:2

7k  ch. 3:26; 5:33 l  Acts 19:4

8m  ver. 20

9n  Isa. 49:6; 1 John 2:8

10o  [ch. 16:3; 1 John 3:1]

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

11p  Matt. 21:38 q  ch. 13:1 r  ch. 5:43; [ch. 3:11, 32]

ESV
STUDY BIBLE®

To Understand the Bible in a Deeper Way®

The ESV Study Bible was designed to help you understand the Bible in 

a deeper way. Created by a diverse team of 95 leading Bible scholars 

and teachers—from 9 countries, nearly 20 denominations, and 50 

seminaries, colleges, and universities—the ESV Study Bible features 

a wide array of study tools, including extensive study notes, 200 

full-color maps, 40 full-color illustrations, charts, timelines, articles, 

and introductions, making it a valuable resource for serious readers, 

students, and teachers of God’s Word.

FEATURES

SIZE 6.5" x 9.25"

BIBLE TEXT 9-point Lexicon

STUDY NOTE TEXT 7.25-point Frutiger

PAGE COUNT 2,752
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format
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 n Inline chapter 
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 n Book intros, 
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 n Study notes
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50+ topical theology articles 

240+ full-color maps and illustrations

Ribbon markers (TruTone and leather editions)

Gilding (TruTone and leather editions)

Concordance

Daily Bible reading plan

Smyth-sewn binding

Lifetime guarantee (TruTone and leather editions)

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

1 Hardcover 978-1-4335-0241-5 $49.99

2 TruTone, Brown/Cordovan, Portfolio Design 978-1-4335-0379-5 $79.99

3 TruTone, Burgundy/Red, Timeless Design 978-1-4335-6356-0 $79.99

4 TruTone, Chestnut 978-1-4335-6355-3 $79.99

5 TruTone, Chocolate/Rose, Trail Design 978-1-4335-2718-0 $79.99

6 TruTone, Forest/Tan, Trail Design 978-1-4335-0393-1 $79.99

7 TruTone, Olive, Celtic Cross Design 978-1-4335-5906-8 $79.99

8 TruTone, Walnut, Celtic Imprint Design 978-1-4335-4579-5 $79.99

9 Bonded Leather, Black 978-1-4335-0245-3 $89.99

10 Genuine Leather, Black 978-1-4335-0244-6 $109.99

11 Cowhide, Deep Brown 978-1-4335-2178-2 $199.99
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FEATURES

SIZE 6.5" x 9.25"

BIBLE TEXT 10.75-point Lexicon

STUDY NOTE TEXT 8.75-point Frutiger

PAGE COUNT 3,008

 n Double-column 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

 n Book intros, 
charts & timelines

 n Study notes

 n Cross-references

20,000+ study notes

200+ charts and timelines

50+ topical theology articles 

240+ full-color maps and illustrations

Ribbon markers (TruTone and leather editions)

Gilding (TruTone and leather editions)

Concordance

Daily Bible reading plan

Smyth-sewn binding

Lifetime guarantee (TruTone and leather editions)

ESV
STUDY BIBLE®  
LARGE PRINT
To Understand the Bible in a Deeper Way®

The ESV Study Bible, Large Print edition transforms the content of 

the award-winning ESV Study Bible into a highly readable, large-

print edition. A new typesetting allows for increased readability 

while maintaining the same trim size as the original. All of the same 

extensive articles, 20,000 study notes, 240 maps and illustrations, 

charts, timelines, and book introductions are included in a 2-color 

interior. Those looking for the ESV Study Bible in a readable and 

reasonably sized format will enjoy this large-print edition.

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

1 Hardcover 978-1-4335-4413-2 $69.99

2 TruTone, Black 978-1-4335-6880-0 $89.99

3 TruTone, Brown/Cordovan, Portfolio Design 978-1-4335-5766-8 $89.99

4 TruTone, Forest/Tan, Trail Design 978-1-4335-6472-7 $89.99

5 TruTone, Mahogany, Trellis Design 978-1-4335-4517-7 $89.99

6 TruTone, Walnut, Celtic Imprint Design 978-1-4335-6471-0 $89.99

7 Genuine Leather, Black 978-1-4335-4431-6 $124.99

6362 G e n e s i s 5:31G e n e s i s 4:26

26l  1 Chr. 1:1; Luke 3:38 m  ch. 5:6 n  Ps. 116:17; Zeph. 3:9; Zech. 13:9 Chapter 5 1o  See ch. 1:26, 27 3p  ch. 4:25 4q  For ver. 4-32, see 1 Chr. 1:1-4; Luke 3:36-38 5r  ch. 3:19 
6s  ch. 4:26 

18t  Jude 14 22u  ver. 24; ch. 6:9; [Mic. 6:8; Mal. 2:6] 24u  [See ver. 22 above] v  Heb. 11:5; [2 Kgs. 2:11] 29w  ch. 3:17 

5:22–24 The usual pattern of the genealogy (see note on 
vv. 1–32) is altered with the substitution of the expression Enoch 
walked with God. This is then developed further in v. 24 when 
the expected phrase “and he died” is replaced by the comment 
and he was not, for God took him. In this passage, and in 
certain other contexts in Genesis (e.g., 3:8; 6:9; 17:1; 24:40; 
48:15), the Hebrew verb for “walked” is a distinctive form that 
conveys the sense of an ongoing intimacy with God. Remarkably, 
because of this special relationship, Enoch does not die (cf. Elijah, 
2 Kings 2:1–12). The narrator’s desire to highlight this fact may 
explain why the present genealogy, unlike the one in Gen. 11:10–
26, regularly mentions that “X died.”

5:27 According to the dates given, it is possible to conclude that 
Methuselah died in the year of the flood.

5:28–31 The genealogical pattern is disrupted by the inclusion 
of Lamech’s explanation for the name Noah. Lamech’s comment 
on the name “Noah” (Hb. noakh), which strictly speaking means 
“rest” (Hb. nuakh), introduces the related concept of “comfort” 
(Hb. nakham). Lamech expects that Noah will bring both rest 
and comfort from the painful toil of working the soil (see 
3:17–19). Lamech’s 777 years provides an interesting point of 
contact with his namesake in 4:18–24 and seventy-sevenfold 
vengeance.

5:1–6:8 Adam’s Descendants. This section of Genesis falls into 
two distinctive parts. Whereas 5:1–32 is largely a genealogy that 
traces a single line of descendants from Adam to Noah, naming 
only one person in each generation, 6:1–8 provides a worldwide 
picture of increasing human wickedness. The contrast between 
these two elements is not simply between the particular and the 
universal but, more importantly, between righteousness and evil.
5:1–32 The Family Line from Adam to Noah. After a brief intro-
duction, which echoes elements of ch. 1, this passage follows a 
particular line of descendants from Adam to Noah. The chapter’s 
layout is dominated by a distinctive literary structure that is repeated 
for each of those specifically mentioned in each generation. The 
pattern may be set out as follows: When A had lived X years, he 
fathered B. A lived Y years after he fathered B and had other sons 
and daughters. Thus all the days of A were Z (= X + Y) years, 
after which he died (see chart, p. 63). Since the word “fathered” 
in a genealogy can mean “fathered an ancestor of,” it is possible 
that this genealogy skips any number of generations; certainly the 
literary conventions allow for this. That omissions do actually occur 
appears from comparing, for example, the genealogy of Moses in 
Ex. 6:16–20 with that of Joshua in 1 Chron. 7:23–27: undoubt-
edly the genealogy for Moses has been compressed (cf. also Ezra 
7:1–5 with 1 Chron. 6:4–14). At three points in Gen. 5:3–31, the 
pattern is briefly broken to introduce additional information involv-
ing Adam–Seth, Enoch, and Lamech–Noah. One of the most strik-
ing aspects of the passage is the great age of the first people in 
Genesis. (Other ancient Near Eastern texts attribute even longer lives 
to earlier generations; e.g., the Sumerian King List mentions kings 
who reign—interestingly, before a flood—for periods of 28,800, 
36,000, and 43,200 years.) Given that the life span of people today 
(and at least since the flood) is much shorter than the life span of 
those listed from Adam to Noah, the question is often raised as to 
whether the remarkable longevity of these patriarchs as given in 
5:1–32 should be taken at face value or whether their longevity 
has some other explanation. Some have suggested that the figures 
should be understood as symbolic (e.g., that they may be related 
to various astronomical periods); or that the numbers are encoded 

with some unknown honorary significance; or that the figures were 
calculated by a different numeric method (e.g., that they should be 
divided by a factor of 5, plus, in some cases, the addition of the 
number 7 or 14). No writer, however, has offered a convincing 
alternative explanation, and none of the proposed alternatives can 
be substantiated with any certainty. The traditional understanding 
is that the numbers should be taken at face value, often assuming 
that something changed in the cosmology of the earth or in the 
physiology of humans (or in both) after the flood, resulting in a rapid 
decline in longevity, finally stabilizing at a “normal” life span in the 
range of 70 years or 80 years (see Ps. 90:10). In any case, one clear 
implication of these genealogies is that these people actually lived 
(regardless of how long), and that they actually died.

5:1–2 The heading that introduces 5:1–6:8 differs from all the 
others (see note on 2:4) by referring to a book. This was probably 
something like a clay tablet that preserved the contents of 5:1–21 
and possibly 11:10–26, although there the pattern is somewhat 
abbreviated. The book is named after Adam (Hb. ’adam). The same 
Hebrew word is also translated in 5:1 by man and in 5:2 by Man. 
This reflects the fact that Hebrew ’adam may function as a proper 
name, a common noun denoting a male individual, and a generic 
noun denoting male and female human beings (see notes on 1:26; 
1:27; 2:15–16). the likeness of God (5:1). See note on 1:27.

5:3–5 The linear list of descendants begins with Adam and then 
proceeds to name his son Seth. As 4:25 records, Seth is Adam’s 
third-born son. This line is clearly presented as offering an alterna-
tive to the line of seven generations linked to Cain in 4:17–18. But 
whereas Cain’s line leads to a killer in the seventh generation, the 
comparable generation in Seth’s line produces Enoch, who walked 
with God and did not die (see note on 5:22–24). fathered a son 
in his own likeness, after his image. From the normal pattern 
of the genealogy, the phrase “fathered Seth” would be expected 
here. The additional material introduces the idea that Seth resembles 
Adam. While this implies that Seth is made, like Adam, in the divine 
image, it also suggests that he images his father as well; Seth’s line, 
however, is certainly portrayed more positively than that of Cain.

1 Septuagint pleased God 2 Septuagint was not found 3 Noah sounds like the Hebrew for rest 

1 Seth sounds like the Hebrew for he appointed 2 Hebrew adam 

he fathered Jared 830 years and had other 
sons and daughters. 17 Thus all the days of 
Mahalalel were 895 years, and he died.

18  When Jared had lived 162 years he 
fathered t  Enoch. 19  Jared lived after he 
fathered Enoch 800 years and had other sons 
and daughters. 20 Thus all the days of Jared 
were 962 years, and he died.

21  When Enoch had lived 65 years, he 
fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch u walked with 
God1 after he fathered Methuselah 300 years 
and had other sons and daughters. 23 Thus all 
the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24 Enoch 
u walked with God, and he was not,2 v for God 
took him.

25 When Methuselah had lived 187 years, 
he fathered Lamech. 26  Methuselah lived 
after he fathered Lamech 782 years and 
had other sons and daughters. 27 Thus all 
the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and 
he died.

28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he 
fathered a son 29 and called his name Noah, 
saying, “Out of the ground w that the Lord 
has cursed, this one shall bring us relief 3 
from our work and from the painful toil of 
our hands.” 30 Lamech lived after he fathered 
Noah 595 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 31 Thus all the days of Lamech 
were 777 years, and he died.

said, “God has appointed1 for me another off-
spring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 
26 To l Seth also a son was born, and he called 
his name m Enosh. At that time people began 
n to call upon the name of the Lord.

Adam’s Descendants to Noah

5 This is the book of the generations of 
Adam. When God created man, o he made 

him in the likeness of God. 2 Male and female 
he created them, and he blessed them and 
named them Man2 when they were created. 
3 When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered 
a son in his own likeness, after his image, and 
p named him Seth. 4 q The days of Adam after 
he fathered Seth were 800 years; and he had 
other sons and daughters. 5 Thus all the days 
that Adam lived were 930 years, r and he died.

6  When Seth had lived 105 years, s   he 
fathered Enosh. 7 Seth lived after he fathered 
Enosh 807 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 8 Thus all the days of Seth were 
912 years, and he died.

9  When Enosh had lived 90 years, he 
fathered Kenan. 10  Enosh lived after he 
fathered Kenan 815 years and had other sons 
and daughters. 11 Thus all the days of Enosh 
were 905 years, and he died.

12  When Kenan had lived 70 years, he 
fathered Mahalalel. 13 Kenan lived after he 
fathered Mahalalel 840 years and had other 
sons and daughters. 14 Thus all the days of 
Kenan were 910 years, and he died.

15  When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, 
he fathered Jared. 16  Mahalalel lived after 

Adam (5:3–5) 130/930
Seth (5:6–8) 105/912
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The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the 
Word was with God, and d the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 e All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 f In him was life,1 and g the life 
was the light of men. 5 h The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose 
name was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to 
bear witness about the light, l that all might 
believe through him. 8 m He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet o the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to p his own,1 and q his own people1 r did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, s who believed in his name, t  he gave the 
right u to become v children of God, 13 who 
w were born, x not of blood y nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and b dwelt 
among us, c  and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of d grace and e truth. 15 (f John bore wit-
ness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, g  ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 For from h his fullness we have all 
received, i grace upon grace.1 17 For j the law 
was given through Moses; k grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18  l No one has 
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 I. Prologue: The Incarnate Word (1:1–18)

 II. The Signs of the Messiah (1:19–12:50)

 A. John the Baptist’s witness and the first week of Jesus’ ministry (1:19–2:11)
 B. Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to Gentiles (2:12–4:54)
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 IV. Epilogue: The Roles of Peter and of the Disciple Whom Jesus Loved (21:1–25)
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John the Baptist begins ministry (28/29)

Jesus begins ministry; John becomes disciple (28/30)

Jesus crucified and resurrected (33 [or 30])†
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John writes 1–3 John, probably from Ephesus (85–95*)
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is 
implied in Greek 

1:1–18 Prologue: The Incarnate Word. In the prologue John presents 
Jesus as the eternal, preexistent, now incarnate Word (vv. 1, 14) and 
as the one-of-a-kind Son of the Father who is himself God (vv. 1, 18). 
God’s revelation and redemption in and through Jesus are shown to form 
the culmination of the history of salvation, which previously included 
God’s giving of the law through Moses (v. 17), his dwelling among his 
people in the tabernacle and the temple (v. 14), and the sending of the 
forerunner, John the Baptist (vv. 6–8, 15). The prologue also introduces 
many of the major themes developed later in the Gospel, such as Jesus 
as the life (v. 4), the light (vv. 5–9), and the truth (vv. 14, 16–17); 
believers as God’s children (vv. 12–13); and the world’s rejection of 
Jesus (vv. 10–11).

1:1 In the beginning was the Word echoes the opening phrase of the 
book of Genesis, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 
John will soon identify this Word as Jesus (v. 14), but here he locates Jesus’ 
existence in eternity past with God. The term “the Word” (Gk. Logos) conveys 
the notion of divine self-expression or speech and has a rich OT background. 
God’s Word is effective: God speaks, and things come into being (Gen. 1:3, 9; 
Ps. 33:6; 107:20; Isa. 55:10–11), and by speech he relates personally to his 
people (e.g., Gen. 15:1). John also shows how this concept of “the Word” is 
superior to a Greek philosophical concept of “Word” ( logos) as an impersonal 
principle of Reason that gave order to the universe. And the Word was 
with God indicates interpersonal relationship “with” God, but then and the 
Word was God affirms that this Word was also the same God who created 
the universe “in the beginning.” Here are the building blocks that go into the 
doctrine of the Trinity: the one true God consists of more than one person, 
they relate to each other, and they have always existed. From the Patristic 
period (Arius, c. a.d. 256–336) until the present day (Jehovah’s Witnesses), 
some have claimed that “the Word was God” merely identifies Jesus as a god 
rather than identifying Jesus as God, because the Greek word for God, Theos, 
is not preceded by a definite article. However, in Greek grammar, Colwell’s 
Rule indicates that the translation “a god” is not required, for lack of an article 
does not necessarily indicate indefiniteness (“a god”) but rather specifies that 
a given term (“God”) is the predicate nominative of a definite subject (“the 
Word”). This means that the context must determine the meaning of Theos 

here, and the context clearly indicates that this “God” that John is talking 
about (“the Word”) is the one true God who created all things (see also John 
1:6, 12, 13, 18 for other examples of Theos without a definite article but 
clearly meaning “God”).

1:3 All things includes the whole universe, indicating that (except for 
God) everything that exists was created and that (except for God) nothing 
has existed eternally. Made through him follows the consistent pattern 
of Scripture in saying that God the Father carried out his creative works 
through the activity of the Son (cf. 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2). This 
verse disproves any suggestion that the Word (or the Son, John 1:14) was 
created, for the Father would have had to do this by himself, and John says 
that nothing was created that way, for without him was not any thing 
made that was made.

1:4–5 The references to life, light, and darkness continue to draw on 
Genesis motifs (cf. Gen. 1:3–5, 14–18, 20–31; 2:7; 3:20; cf. also Isa. 9:2; 
42:6–7; 49:6; 60:1–5; Mal. 4:2; Luke 1:78–79). Against this background, 
Jesus as the “light” brings to this dark world true knowledge, moral purity, and 
the light that shows the very presence of God (cf. John 8:12; 1 John 1:5).

1:7–9 light. See note on vv. 4–5. witness. See note on 5:31–47.

1:11 John moves from his own things (see esv footnote)—that is, 
creation—to his own people, the Jews. The Jewish rejection of the Messiah, 
despite convincing proofs of his messianic identity (esp. the “signs”), is one of 
the major emphases of the Gospel (see esp. 12:37–40).

1:12–13 Receive him implies not merely intellectual agreement with some 
facts about Jesus but also welcoming and submitting to him in a personal 
relationship. “Believed in” (Gk. pisteuō eis) implies personal trust. His name 
refers to all that is true about him, and therefore the totality of his person. 
Born, not of blood . . . , but of God makes clear that neither physical birth 
nor ethnic descent nor human effort can make people children of God, but 
only God’s supernatural work (8:41–47; cf. 3:16). This extends the possibility 
of becoming God’s children to Gentiles and not just Jews (11:51–52; cf. 
10:16). See also 3:3–8. To all . . . who believed . . . he gave the 
right indicates that saving faith precedes becoming members of God’s family 
through adoption as his children.

The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the Word was with God, and d the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 

eAll things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 

f
 In him was life,1 and g the 

life was the light of men. 5 
h

 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose name was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to 
bear witness about the light, l that all might believe through him. 8 

m
 He was not the light, 

but came to bear witness about the light.
9 
n

 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet o the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to p his own,2 and q his own people3 r did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 

Chapter 1

1a  Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 
1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 
17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] 
b  Rev. 19:13; [Heb. 4:12; 
1 John 1:1] c  1 John 1:2; 
[ch. 17:5] d  Phil. 2:6

3e  ver. 10; Ps. 33:6; 1 Cor. 
8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2

4f  ch. 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 
1:2; 5:11 g  ch. 8:12; 9:5; 
12:46

5h  [ch. 3:19]

6i  ver. 33; ch. 3:28; Mal. 
3:1 j  Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; 
Luke 3:2

7k  ch. 3:26; 5:33 l  Acts 19:4

8m  ver. 20

9n  Isa. 49:6; 1 John 2:8

10o  [ch. 16:3; 1 John 3:1]
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clean, the male and his mate, 3 and seven pairs1 of the birds of the heavens also, male and 
female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4 For in seven days s I will 
send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, t and every living thing2 that I have 
made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5 

uAnd Noah did all that the Lord had 
commanded him.

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth. 7 And 
Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him went into the ark to escape 
the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, 
and of everything that creeps on the ground, 9 two and two, male and female, went into 
the ark with Noah, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And after seven days the waters of 
the flood came upon the earth.

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth 
day of the month, on that day all the v fountains of the great deep burst forth, and w the 
windows of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights. 13 On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s 
wife and the three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, 14 they and every beast, 
according to its kind, and all the livestock according to their kinds, and every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and every bird, according to its kind, 
every winged creature. 15 They x went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in 
which there was the breath of life. 16 And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, 
went in y as God had commanded him. And the Lord shut him in.

17 The flood z continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the 

Noah and the Flood
9 These are the generations of Noah. g Noah was a righteous man, h blameless in his gen-

eration. Noah i walked with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And 

God j saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, k for all flesh had corrupted their way on 
the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, l “I have determined to make an end of all flesh,1 for 
the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood.2 Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and 
out with pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits,3 its 
breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16 Make a roof4 for the ark, and finish it to a 
cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third 
decks. 17 

m
 For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in 

which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But 
n

 I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, 
your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, you 
shall bring two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male 
and female. 20 Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their 
kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall 
come in to you to keep them alive. 21 Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, 
and store it up. It shall serve as food for you and for them.” 22 

o
 Noah did this; he did all 

that God commanded him.

7 Then the Lord said to Noah, p “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I 
have seen that q you are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with you seven 

pairs of all r clean animals,5 the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not 

7:11–12 A peculiar feature of the flood narrative is the number of detailed 
chronological notices (cf. 8:4–5, 13–14). By pinpointing the exact date of the 
flood within Noah’s life, the text underlines that it was a real event. all the foun-
tains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens 
were opened (7:11). Powerful imagery is used here to capture the intensity of 
the flood. From below and above, water poured out to cover the land. Rain fell 
continuously for forty days and forty nights (v. 12).

7:16 The safety of those in the ark depended on both human and divine 
action. the Lord shut him in. The use of the personal name “Yahweh” 
(“Lord”; see note on 2:4) underscores God’s special relationship with Noah.

7:17–24 The devastating results of the flood are described, fulfilling the judg-
ment that God had previously pronounced. the waters prevailed on the 
earth 150 days (v. 24). The figure of 150 days, which includes the 40 days 
of rain mentioned in v. 12, is repeated in 8:3. In both places it denotes the 
five-month period that falls between the detailed chronological notices given 
in 7:11 (marking the very start of the flood on the 17th day of the second 
month) and 8:4 (when the ark comes to a place of rest on the 17th day of the 
seventh month). It will be a further seven months before the land is sufficiently 
dry for those in the ark to disembark safely (see 8:13–14). On the depth of 
the flood (above the mountains), see note on 6:17.

6:9–9:29 Noah’s Descendants. Centered on Noah and his descendants, this 
section of Genesis is dominated by the account of the flood that brings about 
a renewal of the earth, which has similarities to 1:1–2:3. While the land is 
cleansed of the defilement caused by human wrongdoing and a new start is 
made possible by God, the people’s nature has not been transformed, as the 
final short episode in 9:20–28 reveals. The inclination of the human heart is 
still toward evil.
6:9–9:19  Noah and the Flood. This long section recounts how Noah and 
his immediate family are rescued from the flood. By echoing ch. 1, the whole 
process is presented as the undoing of creation and then the “re-creation” 
of the earth as it emerges from the flood. But after the flood not everything 
returns to a pristine condition. Human nature is not renewed.
6:9 These are the generations of Noah. A new heading introduces this 
section of Genesis (see note on 2:4). Noah’s personal righteousness explains 
why he is warned about the forthcoming deluge. The Hebrew for blameless 
conveys the sense of being perfect, without evident flaw (although not neces-
sarily sinless). walked with God. See note on 5:22–24. Like Noah, Abraham 
is later required by God to walk before him and be blameless (see 17:1). The 
positive attributes listed here are rarely ascribed to human beings in the OT.
6:11–12 In contrast to Noah, the earth was corrupt in God’s sight. These 
verses confirm what has already been indicated in vv. 1–7. Here, however, 
particular emphasis is given to the violence that fills the earth. The mention of 
“corruption” here may lie behind Paul’s “bondage to corruption” (Rom. 8:21): 
the creation suffers as mankind corrupts its way, and as God punishes that 
corruption. Originally delegated to govern the earth on God’s behalf, humans 
have aggressively and viciously asserted their rule over others, including both 
people and other living creatures. The ancient Near Eastern epics of Gilgamesh 
and Atrahasis also tell of a flood sent to punish human beings. In those stories, 
however, it is merely the disruptive noise of humanity that leads to their 
destruction. Genesis emphasizes that God destroys the people he has created 
because of their immoral behavior.
6:13–17 In a long speech, God gives Noah directions for the construction 
of an ark (v. 14) that will be sufficiently large to house his family and a wide 
variety of other living creatures.
6:15 In modern measurements, the ark would have been around 450 feet 

(140 m) long, 75 feet (23 m) wide, and 45 feet (14 m) high, yielding a 
displacement of about 43,000 tons (about 39 million kg). The inside capacity 
would have been 1.4 million cubic feet (39,644 cubic m), with an approximate 
total deck area of 95,700 square feet (8,891 square m).

6:17 Everything that is on the earth shall die. Although God intends 
the flood to destroy every person and his remarks have a strong universal 
emphasis, this in itself does not necessarily mean that the flood had to 
cover the whole earth. Since the geographical perspective of ancient people 
was more limited than that of contemporary readers, it is possible that 
the flood, while universal from their viewpoint, did not cover the entire 
globe. Indeed, Genesis implies that prior to the Tower of Babel incident (see 
11:1–9), people had not yet spread throughout the earth. Many interpret-
ers, therefore, argue that a huge regional flood may have been all that 
was necessary for God to destroy all human beings. The expression “all the 
earth” (7:3; cf. 8:9, “the whole earth”) does not exclude such a possibility: 
later, “all the earth” came to Joseph to buy grain (41:57), with “all the 
earth” clearly referring to the eastern Mediterranean seaboard. In support 
of the view that the flood covered all the earth, other interpreters point 
out that the text says that “all the high mountains under the whole heaven 
were covered” (7:19) and that the water was “fifteen cubits” above the 
tops of the mountains. If “the mountains of Ararat” (8:4) refers to the range 
that includes present-day Mount Ararat in Turkey (elevation 16,854 feet 
or 5,137 m), the amount of water necessary to cover it would be at least 
16,854 feet above sea level.

6:18–22 God indicates that he will establish a covenant with Noah (see 
notes on 9:9–11; 9:12–17). By taking into the ark two of every living thing, 
including birds, animals, and creeping things, Noah displays the caring over-
sight that people were expected to have for other living creatures.

7:1–5 Having made the ark according to God’s direction, Noah is now told to 
embark. He is instructed to take on board seven pairs of all clean animals 
and a pair of the animals that are not clean. On the distinction between 
clean and unclean creatures, see Lev. 11:1–47 and Deut. 14:4–20. Since after 
the flood some clean animals will be offered as sacrifices (see Gen. 8:20) and 
some will be eaten as food (see 9:3), to ensure their survival it was necessary 
to have more than one pair of each kind in the ark.

9g  ch. 7:1; Ezek. 14:14, 20; 
2 Pet. 2:5 h  Job 1:1, 8; 
Luke 1:6 i  ch. 5:22, 24; 
[Heb. 11:7]

12j  Ps. 14:2, 3; 53:2, 3 
k  Job 22:15-17

13l  Ezek. 7:2, 3, 6
17m  ch. 7:4; 2 Pet. 2:5
18n  ch. 9:9, 11
22o  Heb. 11:7; [Ex. 40:16]

Chapter 7
1p  Matt. 24:38, 39; Luke 
17:26, 27; Heb. 11:7; 
1 Pet. 3:20; 2 Pet. 2:5 
q  ch. 6:9

2r  ch. 8:20; [Lev. 11]

1 Hebrew The end of all flesh has come before me 2 An unknown kind of tree; transliterated from Hebrew 3 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 
4 Or skylight 5 Or seven of each kind of clean animal 

4s  ver. 12, 17; [Job 
37:11-13] t  ch. 6:17

5u  ch. 6:22
11v  ch. 8:2; Prov. 8:28; 
[Amos 9:6] w  ch. 8:2; 
2 Kgs. 7:19; Isa. 24:18; 
Mal. 3:10; [Ps. 78:23]

15x  ch. 6:20
16y  ver. 2, 3
17z  ver. 4, 12

1 Or seven of each kind 2 Hebrew all existence; also verse 23 

Chronology of Noah’s Time in the Ark
Dates are in the form of month, day, and Noah’s year, as given in the text. Hence, 2/10/600 means the tenth day of the second month in Noah’s 600th 
year. Months are calculated at 30 days each. Dates in parentheses are extrapolations from dates explicitly given in the text.

Reference Event Date Day

7:4, 10 Announcement of the flood 7 days in advance (2/10/600) Sunday

Waters prevail:  
150-day period

7:11, 13 Flood begins; Noah and family enter the ark 2/17/600 Sunday

7:12 Flood lasts 40 days and ends (3/27/600) Friday

8:4 Ark rests on mountains of Ararat after waters prevail and abate for 150 days total 7/17/600 Friday

Waters abate:  
150-day period

8:5 Mountaintops eventually become visible 10/1/600 Wednesday

8:7 Raven sent out (after 40 days of mountaintop visibility) (11/10/600) Sunday

8:8 Dove sent out (11/17/600) Sunday

8:10 Dove’s second flight (7 days later); returns with olive leaf (11/24/600) Sunday

8:12 Dove’s third flight (7 days later); does not return (12/1/600) Sunday

8:3 Waters fully abated; end of second 150-day period (12/17/600) Wednesday

Earth dries:  
70-day period

8:13 Noah eventually removes the covering of the ark 1/1/601 Wednesday

8:14–19 Earth dried out; Noah leaves ark 2/27/601 Wednesday

Total time in ark:  
370 days
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6362 G e n e s i s 5:31G e n e s i s 4:26

26l  1 Chr. 1:1; Luke 3:38 m  ch. 5:6 n  Ps. 116:17; Zeph. 3:9; Zech. 13:9 Chapter 5 1o  See ch. 1:26, 27 3p  ch. 4:25 4q  For ver. 4-32, see 1 Chr. 1:1-4; Luke 3:36-38 5r  ch. 3:19 
6s  ch. 4:26 

18t  Jude 14 22u  ver. 24; ch. 6:9; [Mic. 6:8; Mal. 2:6] 24u  [See ver. 22 above] v  Heb. 11:5; [2 Kgs. 2:11] 29w  ch. 3:17 

5:22–24 The usual pattern of the genealogy (see note on 
vv. 1–32) is altered with the substitution of the expression Enoch 
walked with God. This is then developed further in v. 24 when 
the expected phrase “and he died” is replaced by the comment 
and he was not, for God took him. In this passage, and in 
certain other contexts in Genesis (e.g., 3:8; 6:9; 17:1; 24:40; 
48:15), the Hebrew verb for “walked” is a distinctive form that 
conveys the sense of an ongoing intimacy with God. Remarkably, 
because of this special relationship, Enoch does not die (cf. Elijah, 
2 Kings 2:1–12). The narrator’s desire to highlight this fact may 
explain why the present genealogy, unlike the one in Gen. 11:10–
26, regularly mentions that “X died.”

5:27 According to the dates given, it is possible to conclude that 
Methuselah died in the year of the flood.

5:28–31 The genealogical pattern is disrupted by the inclusion 
of Lamech’s explanation for the name Noah. Lamech’s comment 
on the name “Noah” (Hb. noakh), which strictly speaking means 
“rest” (Hb. nuakh), introduces the related concept of “comfort” 
(Hb. nakham). Lamech expects that Noah will bring both rest 
and comfort from the painful toil of working the soil (see 
3:17–19). Lamech’s 777 years provides an interesting point of 
contact with his namesake in 4:18–24 and seventy-sevenfold 
vengeance.

5:1–6:8 Adam’s Descendants. This section of Genesis falls into 
two distinctive parts. Whereas 5:1–32 is largely a genealogy that 
traces a single line of descendants from Adam to Noah, naming 
only one person in each generation, 6:1–8 provides a worldwide 
picture of increasing human wickedness. The contrast between 
these two elements is not simply between the particular and the 
universal but, more importantly, between righteousness and evil.
5:1–32 The Family Line from Adam to Noah. After a brief intro-
duction, which echoes elements of ch. 1, this passage follows a 
particular line of descendants from Adam to Noah. The chapter’s 
layout is dominated by a distinctive literary structure that is repeated 
for each of those specifically mentioned in each generation. The 
pattern may be set out as follows: When A had lived X years, he 
fathered B. A lived Y years after he fathered B and had other sons 
and daughters. Thus all the days of A were Z (= X + Y) years, 
after which he died (see chart, p. 63). Since the word “fathered” 
in a genealogy can mean “fathered an ancestor of,” it is possible 
that this genealogy skips any number of generations; certainly the 
literary conventions allow for this. That omissions do actually occur 
appears from comparing, for example, the genealogy of Moses in 
Ex. 6:16–20 with that of Joshua in 1 Chron. 7:23–27: undoubt-
edly the genealogy for Moses has been compressed (cf. also Ezra 
7:1–5 with 1 Chron. 6:4–14). At three points in Gen. 5:3–31, the 
pattern is briefly broken to introduce additional information involv-
ing Adam–Seth, Enoch, and Lamech–Noah. One of the most strik-
ing aspects of the passage is the great age of the first people in 
Genesis. (Other ancient Near Eastern texts attribute even longer lives 
to earlier generations; e.g., the Sumerian King List mentions kings 
who reign—interestingly, before a flood—for periods of 28,800, 
36,000, and 43,200 years.) Given that the life span of people today 
(and at least since the flood) is much shorter than the life span of 
those listed from Adam to Noah, the question is often raised as to 
whether the remarkable longevity of these patriarchs as given in 
5:1–32 should be taken at face value or whether their longevity 
has some other explanation. Some have suggested that the figures 
should be understood as symbolic (e.g., that they may be related 
to various astronomical periods); or that the numbers are encoded 

with some unknown honorary significance; or that the figures were 
calculated by a different numeric method (e.g., that they should be 
divided by a factor of 5, plus, in some cases, the addition of the 
number 7 or 14). No writer, however, has offered a convincing 
alternative explanation, and none of the proposed alternatives can 
be substantiated with any certainty. The traditional understanding 
is that the numbers should be taken at face value, often assuming 
that something changed in the cosmology of the earth or in the 
physiology of humans (or in both) after the flood, resulting in a rapid 
decline in longevity, finally stabilizing at a “normal” life span in the 
range of 70 years or 80 years (see Ps. 90:10). In any case, one clear 
implication of these genealogies is that these people actually lived 
(regardless of how long), and that they actually died.

5:1–2 The heading that introduces 5:1–6:8 differs from all the 
others (see note on 2:4) by referring to a book. This was probably 
something like a clay tablet that preserved the contents of 5:1–21 
and possibly 11:10–26, although there the pattern is somewhat 
abbreviated. The book is named after Adam (Hb. ’adam). The same 
Hebrew word is also translated in 5:1 by man and in 5:2 by Man. 
This reflects the fact that Hebrew ’adam may function as a proper 
name, a common noun denoting a male individual, and a generic 
noun denoting male and female human beings (see notes on 1:26; 
1:27; 2:15–16). the likeness of God (5:1). See note on 1:27.

5:3–5 The linear list of descendants begins with Adam and then 
proceeds to name his son Seth. As 4:25 records, Seth is Adam’s 
third-born son. This line is clearly presented as offering an alterna-
tive to the line of seven generations linked to Cain in 4:17–18. But 
whereas Cain’s line leads to a killer in the seventh generation, the 
comparable generation in Seth’s line produces Enoch, who walked 
with God and did not die (see note on 5:22–24). fathered a son 
in his own likeness, after his image. From the normal pattern 
of the genealogy, the phrase “fathered Seth” would be expected 
here. The additional material introduces the idea that Seth resembles 
Adam. While this implies that Seth is made, like Adam, in the divine 
image, it also suggests that he images his father as well; Seth’s line, 
however, is certainly portrayed more positively than that of Cain.

1 Septuagint pleased God 2 Septuagint was not found 3 Noah sounds like the Hebrew for rest 

1 Seth sounds like the Hebrew for he appointed 2 Hebrew adam 

he fathered Jared 830 years and had other 
sons and daughters. 17 Thus all the days of 
Mahalalel were 895 years, and he died.

18  When Jared had lived 162 years he 
fathered t  Enoch. 19  Jared lived after he 
fathered Enoch 800 years and had other sons 
and daughters. 20 Thus all the days of Jared 
were 962 years, and he died.

21  When Enoch had lived 65 years, he 
fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch u walked with 
God1 after he fathered Methuselah 300 years 
and had other sons and daughters. 23 Thus all 
the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24 Enoch 
u walked with God, and he was not,2 v for God 
took him.

25 When Methuselah had lived 187 years, 
he fathered Lamech. 26  Methuselah lived 
after he fathered Lamech 782 years and 
had other sons and daughters. 27 Thus all 
the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and 
he died.

28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he 
fathered a son 29 and called his name Noah, 
saying, “Out of the ground w that the Lord 
has cursed, this one shall bring us relief 3 
from our work and from the painful toil of 
our hands.” 30 Lamech lived after he fathered 
Noah 595 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 31 Thus all the days of Lamech 
were 777 years, and he died.

said, “God has appointed1 for me another off-
spring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 
26 To l Seth also a son was born, and he called 
his name m Enosh. At that time people began 
n to call upon the name of the Lord.

Adam’s Descendants to Noah

5 This is the book of the generations of 
Adam. When God created man, o he made 

him in the likeness of God. 2 Male and female 
he created them, and he blessed them and 
named them Man2 when they were created. 
3 When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered 
a son in his own likeness, after his image, and 
p named him Seth. 4 q The days of Adam after 
he fathered Seth were 800 years; and he had 
other sons and daughters. 5 Thus all the days 
that Adam lived were 930 years, r and he died.

6  When Seth had lived 105 years, s   he 
fathered Enosh. 7 Seth lived after he fathered 
Enosh 807 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 8 Thus all the days of Seth were 
912 years, and he died.

9  When Enosh had lived 90 years, he 
fathered Kenan. 10  Enosh lived after he 
fathered Kenan 815 years and had other sons 
and daughters. 11 Thus all the days of Enosh 
were 905 years, and he died.

12  When Kenan had lived 70 years, he 
fathered Mahalalel. 13 Kenan lived after he 
fathered Mahalalel 840 years and had other 
sons and daughters. 14 Thus all the days of 
Kenan were 910 years, and he died.

15  When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, 
he fathered Jared. 16  Mahalalel lived after 

Adam (5:3–5) 130/930
Seth (5:6–8) 105/912
Enosh (5:9–11) 90/905
Kenan (5:12–14) 70/910
Mahalalel (5:15–17) 65/895
Jared (5:18–20) 162/962
Enoch (5:21–24) 65/365
Methuselah (5:25–27) 187/969
Lamech (5:28–31) 182/777
Noah (5:32; 9:29) 500/950
Shem (11:10–11) 100/600
Arpachshad (11:12–13) 35/438
Shelah (11:14–15) 30/433
Eber (11:16–17) 34/464
Peleg (11:18–19) 30/239
Reu (11:20–21) 32/239
Serug (11:22–23) 30/230
Nahor (11:24–25) 29/148
Terah (11:26–32) 70/205

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900

Genealogies: Showing Age at Fatherhood and Age at Death

The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the 
Word was with God, and d the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 e All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 f In him was life,1 and g the life 
was the light of men. 5 h The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose 
name was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to 
bear witness about the light, l that all might 
believe through him. 8 m He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet o the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to p his own,1 and q his own people1 r did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, s who believed in his name, t  he gave the 
right u to become v children of God, 13 who 
w were born, x not of blood y nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and b dwelt 
among us, c  and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of d grace and e truth. 15 (f John bore wit-
ness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, g  ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 For from h his fullness we have all 
received, i grace upon grace.1 17 For j the law 
was given through Moses; k grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18  l No one has 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

Chapter 1  1a  Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] b  Rev. 19:13; [Heb. 4:12; 1 John 1:1] c  1 John 1:2; [ch. 17:5] d  Phil. 2:6
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is 
implied in Greek 

1:1–18 Prologue: The Incarnate Word. In the prologue John presents 
Jesus as the eternal, preexistent, now incarnate Word (vv. 1, 14) and 
as the one-of-a-kind Son of the Father who is himself God (vv. 1, 18). 
God’s revelation and redemption in and through Jesus are shown to form 
the culmination of the history of salvation, which previously included 
God’s giving of the law through Moses (v. 17), his dwelling among his 
people in the tabernacle and the temple (v. 14), and the sending of the 
forerunner, John the Baptist (vv. 6–8, 15). The prologue also introduces 
many of the major themes developed later in the Gospel, such as Jesus 
as the life (v. 4), the light (vv. 5–9), and the truth (vv. 14, 16–17); 
believers as God’s children (vv. 12–13); and the world’s rejection of 
Jesus (vv. 10–11).

1:1 In the beginning was the Word echoes the opening phrase of the 
book of Genesis, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 
John will soon identify this Word as Jesus (v. 14), but here he locates Jesus’ 
existence in eternity past with God. The term “the Word” (Gk. Logos) conveys 
the notion of divine self-expression or speech and has a rich OT background. 
God’s Word is effective: God speaks, and things come into being (Gen. 1:3, 9; 
Ps. 33:6; 107:20; Isa. 55:10–11), and by speech he relates personally to his 
people (e.g., Gen. 15:1). John also shows how this concept of “the Word” is 
superior to a Greek philosophical concept of “Word” ( logos) as an impersonal 
principle of Reason that gave order to the universe. And the Word was 
with God indicates interpersonal relationship “with” God, but then and the 
Word was God affirms that this Word was also the same God who created 
the universe “in the beginning.” Here are the building blocks that go into the 
doctrine of the Trinity: the one true God consists of more than one person, 
they relate to each other, and they have always existed. From the Patristic 
period (Arius, c. a.d. 256–336) until the present day (Jehovah’s Witnesses), 
some have claimed that “the Word was God” merely identifies Jesus as a god 
rather than identifying Jesus as God, because the Greek word for God, Theos, 
is not preceded by a definite article. However, in Greek grammar, Colwell’s 
Rule indicates that the translation “a god” is not required, for lack of an article 
does not necessarily indicate indefiniteness (“a god”) but rather specifies that 
a given term (“God”) is the predicate nominative of a definite subject (“the 
Word”). This means that the context must determine the meaning of Theos 

here, and the context clearly indicates that this “God” that John is talking 
about (“the Word”) is the one true God who created all things (see also John 
1:6, 12, 13, 18 for other examples of Theos without a definite article but 
clearly meaning “God”).

1:3 All things includes the whole universe, indicating that (except for 
God) everything that exists was created and that (except for God) nothing 
has existed eternally. Made through him follows the consistent pattern 
of Scripture in saying that God the Father carried out his creative works 
through the activity of the Son (cf. 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2). This 
verse disproves any suggestion that the Word (or the Son, John 1:14) was 
created, for the Father would have had to do this by himself, and John says 
that nothing was created that way, for without him was not any thing 
made that was made.

1:4–5 The references to life, light, and darkness continue to draw on 
Genesis motifs (cf. Gen. 1:3–5, 14–18, 20–31; 2:7; 3:20; cf. also Isa. 9:2; 
42:6–7; 49:6; 60:1–5; Mal. 4:2; Luke 1:78–79). Against this background, 
Jesus as the “light” brings to this dark world true knowledge, moral purity, and 
the light that shows the very presence of God (cf. John 8:12; 1 John 1:5).

1:7–9 light. See note on vv. 4–5. witness. See note on 5:31–47.

1:11 John moves from his own things (see esv footnote)—that is, 
creation—to his own people, the Jews. The Jewish rejection of the Messiah, 
despite convincing proofs of his messianic identity (esp. the “signs”), is one of 
the major emphases of the Gospel (see esp. 12:37–40).

1:12–13 Receive him implies not merely intellectual agreement with some 
facts about Jesus but also welcoming and submitting to him in a personal 
relationship. “Believed in” (Gk. pisteuō eis) implies personal trust. His name 
refers to all that is true about him, and therefore the totality of his person. 
Born, not of blood . . . , but of God makes clear that neither physical birth 
nor ethnic descent nor human effort can make people children of God, but 
only God’s supernatural work (8:41–47; cf. 3:16). This extends the possibility 
of becoming God’s children to Gentiles and not just Jews (11:51–52; cf. 
10:16). See also 3:3–8. To all . . . who believed . . . he gave the 
right indicates that saving faith precedes becoming members of God’s family 
through adoption as his children.

The Word Became Flesh

1 
a

 In the beginning was b the Word, and c the Word was with God, and d the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 

eAll things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 

f
 In him was life,1 and g the 

life was the light of men. 5 
h

 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose name was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to 
bear witness about the light, l that all might believe through him. 8 

m
 He was not the light, 

but came to bear witness about the light.
9 
n

 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet o the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to p his own,2 and q his own people3 r did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 

Chapter 1

1a  Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 
1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 
17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] 
b  Rev. 19:13; [Heb. 4:12; 
1 John 1:1] c  1 John 1:2; 
[ch. 17:5] d  Phil. 2:6

3e  ver. 10; Ps. 33:6; 1 Cor. 
8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2

4f  ch. 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 
1:2; 5:11 g  ch. 8:12; 9:5; 
12:46

5h  [ch. 3:19]

6i  ver. 33; ch. 3:28; Mal. 
3:1 j  Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; 
Luke 3:2

7k  ch. 3:26; 5:33 l  Acts 19:4

8m  ver. 20

9n  Isa. 49:6; 1 John 2:8

10o  [ch. 16:3; 1 John 3:1]

T h e  G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n G  T o

John

11p  Matt. 21:38 q  ch. 13:1 r  ch. 5:43; [ch. 3:11, 32]
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51 G E N E S I S  1:28

light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens 
to give light on the earth, 18 to l rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the 
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds1 
fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So m God created the great sea 
creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according 
to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22 And God blessed them, saying, n “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it 
was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock 
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, o “Let us make man2 in our image, p after our likeness. And q let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

 27   So God created man in his own image,
   in the image of God he created him;
  r male and female he created them.

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, s “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

Isa. 40:25–26) is mentioned here only in a brief phrase, almost as if it were 
an afterthought. The focus of Genesis 1 is on the earth; the focus of the rest 
of the Bible is on man (male and female) as the pinnacle of God’s creation 
and the object of his great salvation.

1:20–23 Having previously described the creation of the waters and the 
expanse of the heavens, this section focuses on how they are filled 
with appropriate creatures of different kinds. As reproductive organ-
isms, they are blessed by God so that they may be fruitful and fill their 
respective regions.

1:21 The term for great sea creatures (Hb. tannin) in various contexts 
can denote large serpents, dragons, or crocodiles, as well as whales or 
sharks (the probable sense here). Some have suggested that this could 
also refer to other extinct creatures such as dinosaurs. Canaanite literature 
portrays a great dragon as the enemy of the main fertility god Baal. Genesis 
depicts God as creating large sea creatures, but they are not in rebellion 
against him. He is sovereign and is not in any kind of battle to create the 
universe.

1:24–31 This is by far the longest section given over to a particular day, 
indicating that day 6 is the peak of interest for this passage. The final region 
to be filled is the dry land, or Earth (as it has been designated in v. 10). Here a 
significant distinction is drawn between all the living creatures that are created 
to live on the dry land, and human beings. Whereas vv. 24–25 deal with the 
“living creatures” that the earth is to bring forth, vv. 26–30 concentrate on 
the special status assigned to humans.

1:24–25 livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth. 
These terms group the land-dwelling animals into three broad categories, 
probably reflecting the way nomadic shepherds would experience them: 
the domesticatable stock animals (e.g., sheep, goats, cattle, and perhaps 
camels and horses); the small crawlers (e.g., rats and mice, lizards, spiders); 
and the larger game and predatory animals (e.g., gazelles, lions). This list 
is not intended to be exhaustive, and it is hard to know where to put 
some animals (e.g., the domestic cat). See further Introduction: Genesis 
and Science.

1:26 Let us make man in our image. The text does not specify the identity 
of the “us” mentioned here. Some have suggested that God may be address-
ing the members of his court, whom the OT elsewhere calls “sons of God” 
(e.g., Job 1:6) and the NT calls “angels,” but a significant objection is that 

man is not made in the image of angels, nor is there any indication that 
angels participated in the creation of human beings. Many Christians and 
some Jews have taken “us” to be God speaking to himself, since God alone 
does the making in Gen. 1:27 (cf. 5:1); this would be the first hint of the 
Trinity in the Bible (cf. 1:2).
1:27 There has been debate about the expression image of God. Many 
scholars point out the idea, commonly used in the ancient Near East, of the 
king who was the visible representative of the deity; thus the king ruled on 
behalf of the god. Since v. 26 links the image of God with the exercise of 
dominion over all the other creatures of the seas, heavens, and earth, one 
can see that humanity is endowed here with authority to rule the earth as 
God’s representatives or vice-regents (see note on v. 28). Other scholars, 
seeing the pattern of male and female, have concluded that human-
ity expresses God’s image in relationship, particularly in well-functioning 
human community, both in marriage and in wider society. Traditionally, the 
image has been seen as the capacities that set man apart from the other 
animals—ways in which humans resemble God, such as in the characteris-
tics of reason, morality, language, a capacity for relationships governed by 
love and commitment, and creativity in all forms of art. All these insights 
can be put together by observing that the resemblances (man is like God in 
a series of ways) allow mankind to represent God in ruling, and to establish 
worthy relationships with God, with one another, and with the rest of the 
creation. This “image” and this dignity apply to both “male and female” 
human beings. (This view is unique in the context of the ancient Near East. 
In Mesopotamia, e.g., the gods created humans merely to carry out work 
for them.) The Hebrew term ’adam, translated as man, is often a generic 
term that denotes both male and female, while sometimes it refers to man 
in distinction from woman (2:22, 23, 25; 3:8, 9, 12, 20): it becomes the 
proper name “Adam” (2:20; 3:17, 21; 4:1; 5:1). At this stage, human-
ity as a species is set apart from all other creatures and crowned with 
glory and honor as ruler of the earth (cf. Ps. 8:5–8). The events recorded 
in Genesis 3, however, will have an important bearing on the creation 
status of humanity.
1:28 As God had blessed the sea and sky creatures (v. 22), so too he blesses 
humanity. Be fruitful and multiply. This motif recurs throughout Genesis in 
association with divine blessing (see 9:1, 7; 17:20; 28:3; 35:11; 48:4) and 
serves as the basis of the biblical view that raising faithful children is a part of 
God’s creation plan for mankind. God’s creation plan is that the whole earth 

18l  Jer. 31:35
21m  Ps. 104:25, 26
22n  ch. 8:17; 9:1
26o  ch. 3:22; 11:7; Isa. 6:8 
p  ch. 5:1; 9:6; 1 Cor. 11:7; 
Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10; 
James 3:9 q  ch. 9:2; Ps. 
8:6-8; James 3:7

27r  ch. 2:18, 21-23; 5:2; 
Mal. 2:15; Matt. 19:4; 
Mark 10:6

28s  ch. 9:1, 7

1 Or flying things; see Leviticus 11:19–20 2 The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes the proper name Adam 
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3 And God said, c “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, d “Let there be an expanse1 in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made2 the expanse and e separated the waters that 
were under the expanse from the waters that were f above the expanse. And it was so. 
8 And God called the expanse Heaven.3 And there was evening and there was morning, 
the second day.

9 And God said, g “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth,4 and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, h “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants5 yielding seed, and fruit trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 
12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, 
and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day 
from the night. And let them be for i signs and for j seasons,6 and for days and years, 15 and 
let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was 
so. 16 And God k made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 

the two words tehom and “Tiamat”). There are many linguistic reasons, however, 
for doubting a direct identification between the two. In any event, there is no 
conflict in Genesis or in the rest of the Bible between God and the deep, since 
the deep readily does God’s bidding (cf. 7:11; 8:2; Ps. 33:7; 104:6).

1:3–5 And God said. In ch. 1 the absolute power of God is conveyed by the 
fact that he merely speaks and things are created. Each new section of the 
chapter is introduced by God’s speaking. This is the first of the 10 words of 
creation in ch. 1. Let there be light. Light is the first of God’s creative works, 
which God speaks into existence. the light was good (v. 4). Everything that 
God brings into being is good. This becomes an important refrain throughout 
the chapter (see vv. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). God called the light Day 
(v. 5). The focus in v. 5 is on how God has ordered time on a weekly cycle; 
thus, “let there be light” may indicate the dawning of a new day. God is 
pictured working for six days and resting on the Sabbath, which is a model 
for human activity. Day 4 develops this idea further: the lights are placed in 
the heavens for signs and seasons, for the purpose of marking days and 
years and the seasons of the great festivals such as Passover. This sense of 
time being structured is further emphasized throughout the chapter as each 
stage of God’s ordering and filling is separated by evening and morning into 
specific days. there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
The order—evening, then morning—helps the reader to follow the flow of 
the passage: after the workday (vv. 3–5a) there is an evening, and then a 
morning, implying that there is a nighttime (the worker’s daily rest) in between. 
Thus the reader is prepared for the next workday to dawn. Similar phrases 
divide ch. 1 into six distinctive workdays, while 2:1–3 make a seventh day, 
God’s Sabbath. On the first three days God creates the environment that the 
creatures of days 4–6 will inhabit; thus, sea and sky (day 2) are occupied 
by fish and birds created on day 5 (see chart below). By a simple reading of 
Genesis, these days must be described as days in the life of God, but how his 
days relate to human days is more difficult to determine (cf. Ps. 90:4; 2 Pet. 
3:8). See further Introduction: Genesis and Science.

3c  2 Cor. 4:6
6d  Job 37:18; Ps. 136:5; 
Jer. 10:12; 51:15

7e  Prov. 8:27-29 f  Ps. 148:4
9g  Job 38:8-11; Ps. 33:7; 
136:6; Jer. 5:22; 2 Pet. 3:5

11h  Ps. 104:14
14i  Jer. 10:2; Ezek. 32:7, 8; 
Joel 2:30, 31; 3:15; Matt. 
24:29; Luke 21:25 j  Ps. 
104:19

16k  Deut. 4:19; Ps. 136:7-9

1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 4 Or Land; also verses 11, 12, 
22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 5 Or small plants; also verses 12, 29 6 Or appointed times 

Location Inhabitants

1. Light and dark 4. Lights of day and night

2. Sea and sky 5. Fish and birds

3. Fertile earth 6. Land animals (including mankind)

7. Rest and enjoyment

*********GENESIS CHART 2*****

chart.1-2.indd   1 6/25/08   5:40:18 PM

1:6–8 waters. Water plays a crucial role in ancient Near Eastern creation 
literature. In Egypt, for example, the creator-god Ptah uses the preexistent 
waters (personified as the god Nun) to create the universe. The same is true 
in Mesopotamian belief: it is out of the gods of watery chaos—Apsu, Tiamat, 
and Mummu—that creation comes. The biblical creation account sits in stark 
contrast to such dark mythological polytheism. In the biblical account, water 
at creation is no deity; it is simply something God created, and it serves as 
material in the hands of the sole sovereign Creator. As light was separated 
from darkness, so waters are separated to form an expanse (vv. 6–7), which 
God calls Heaven (v. 8). As the esv footnote illustrates by offering the alter-
native term “sky,” it is difficult to find a single English word that accurately 
conveys the precise sense of the Hebrew term shamayim, “heaven/heavens.” 
In this context, it refers to what humans see above them, i.e., the region that 
contains both celestial lights (vv. 14–17) and birds (v. 20).

1:9–13 Two further regions are organized by God: the dry land forming 
Earth, and the waters forming Seas (vv. 9–10). These are the last objects 
to be specifically named by God. God then instructs the earth to bring forth 
vegetation (vv. 11–12). While the creation of vegetation may seem out of 
place on day 3, it anticipates what God will later say in vv. 29–30 concerning 
food for both humanity and other creatures. The creation of distinctive loca-
tions in days 1–3, along with vegetation, prepares for the filling of these in 
days 4–6.

1:14–19 This section corresponds closely with the ordering of Day and Night 
on the first day, involving the separation of light and darkness (vv. 3–5). Here 
the emphasis is on the creation of lights that will govern time, as well as 
providing light upon the earth (v. 15). By referring to them as the greater 
light and lesser light (v. 16), the text avoids using terms that were also 
proper names for pagan deities linked to the sun and the moon. Chapter 1 
deliberately undermines pagan ideas regarding nature’s being controlled by 
different deities. (To the ancient pagans of the Near East, the gods were 
personified in various elements of nature. Thus, in Egyptian texts, the gods 
Ra and Thoth are personified in the sun and the moon, respectively.) The term 
made (Hb. ‘asah, v. 16), as the esv footnote shows, need only mean that 
God “fashioned” or “worked on” them; it does not of itself imply that they 
did not exist in any form before this. Rather, the focus here is on the way in 
which God has ordained the sun and moon to order and define the passing 
of time according to his purposes. Thus the references to seasons (v. 14) or 
“appointed times” (esv footnote) and to days and years are probably an allu-
sion to the appointed times and patterns in the Hebrew calendar for worship, 
festivals, and religious observance (Ex. 13:10; 23:15).

1:16 and the stars. The immense universe that God created (see note on 
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inTRODUCTiOn TO  Genesis

1:1–11:26 Primeval History. Genesis 1–11 surveys the history of 
the world before Abraham, while chs. 12–50 focus on one main 
family. There are no real parallels to chs. 12–50 in the literature 
of other ancient civilizations. However, other ancient stories do 
exist about both creation and the fl ood. These stories stand in 
sharp contrast to the biblical account. Generally they depict cre-
ation as a great struggle, often involving confl ict between the 
gods. For example, they claim that the fl ood was sent because 
the gods could not stand the noise made by human beings but 
were unable to control it in any other way. Genesis disproves 
such stories by its teachings. There is only one God, whose word 
is almighty. He spoke the world into being. The sun and moon 
are not gods in their own right but are created by the one God. It 
is human sin that prompts the fl ood. These principles in Genesis 
1–11 run through the rest of Scripture.

1:1–2:3 God’s Creation and Ordering of Heaven and Earth. The 
book of Genesis opens with a majestic description of how God cre-
ated the heavens and earth and then put everything in order so that 
it might become his dwelling place. God assigns humanity to govern 
the other creatures on his behalf, so that the whole earth should 
become the temple of God, the place of his presence, displaying 
his glory.

1:1 In the beginning. The opening verse of the Genesis creation 
account can be taken as either (1) a summary of the entire pro-
cess of creation or (2) a description of the fi rst event in creation. 
This event would have occurred sometime before the first day 
(vv. 3–5), and would have included the creation of matter, space, 
and time. This second view emphasizes the fact that God created 
the universe from nothing (compare Heb. 11:3). God created. The 
Hebrew word for God, ’Elohim, is plural, possibly to express God’s 
majesty, but the verb “created” is singular, indicating that God is 
one being. In contrast to other ancient Near Eastern accounts of 
creation, Genesis always emphasizes that there is only one God. 
Whenever the Hebrew verb for “create” occurs in the OT, God is 
the subject. Heavens and the earth here means “everything.” Thus, 
“in the beginning” refers to the beginning of everything. The text 
indicates that God created everything in the universe, which means 
that he created it out of nothing.
place

1:2 Before the fi rst actual day of creation (vv. 3–5), the earth was 
without form and void (compare Jer. 4:23), implying that it lacked 
order and content. The reference to darkness . . . over the face 

of the deep points to the absence of light. The Spirit of God was 
hovering suggests that something was about to happen. There 
is no reason to think that a long time elapsed between Gen. 1:1 
and 1:2.

1:3–5 And God said. God’s absolute power is seen in that he 
merely speaks and things are created. Each new section of ch. 1 
is introduced by God’s speaking. Everything that God speaks 
into being is good (vv. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). These verses 
show how God has arranged time in a weekly cycle (Day .  .  . 
Night). God is pictured as working for six days and resting on 
the seventh, which is a model for human activity. Day 4 will 
develop this idea further: the lights are placed in the heavens 
for signs and seasons, for marking days and years and the times 
of the festivals, such as Passover. This sense of time having a 
structure is further emphasized as each stage of God’s creative 
work is separated into specific days. there was evening and 
there was morning, the fi rst day. After each workday there is 
an evening and then a morning, implying that there is a night-
time (the worker’s daily time of rest) in between. Similar phrases 
divide ch. 1 into six distinctive workdays, with 2:1–3 being a 
seventh day, God’s Sabbath. On the fi rst three days God creates 
the environment that the creatures of days 4–6 will inhabit. For 
example, the sea and sky (day 2) are occupied by the fi sh and 
birds (day 5). These days can be understood as days in the life 
of God, but how his days relate to human days is more diffi  cult 
to determine (see 2 Pet. 3:8).

1:6–8 As light was separated from darkness, so the waters are sepa-
rated to form an expanse, which God calls Heaven. It is diffi  cult to 
fi nd a single English word that accurately translates the precise mean-
ing of this Hebrew term (see esv footnote). In this context, it refers to 
what humans see above them, that is, the region that contains both 
heavenly lights (vv. 14–17) and birds (v. 20).

The Creation of the World
n the a beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth. 2The earth was 
b without form and void, and dark-
ness was over the face of the deep. 

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face 
of the waters.

3And God said, c“Let there be light,” and there 
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. 
And God separated the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.

6And God said, d“Let there be an expanse1 in the 
midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.” 7And God made2 the expanse and 
eseparated the waters that were under the expanse 
from the waters that were fabove the expanse. And 
it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven.3
And there was evening and there was morning, 
the second day.

 G e n e s i s

Outline
 I. Primeval History (1:1–11:26)

 A. God’s creation and ordering of heaven and earth (1:1–2:3)
 B. Earth’s first people (2:4–4:26)
 C. Adam’s descendants (5:1–6:8)
 D. Noah’s descendants (6:9–9:29)
 E. The descendants of Noah’s sons (10:1–11:9)
 F. Shem’s descendants (11:10–26)

 II. Patriarchal History (11:27–50:26)
 A. Terah’s descendants (11:27–25:18)
 B. Isaac’s descendants (25:19–37:1)
 C. Jacob’s descendants (37:2–50:26)

place
Here

The Near East at the Time of Genesis
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c. 2000 B.C.
The book of Genesis 
describes events in the 
ancient Near East from the 
beginnings of civilization to 
the relocation of Jacob’s 
(Israel’s) family in Egypt. 
The stories of Genesis are 
set among some of the 
oldest nations in the world, 
including Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylonia, and Elam.

In the Hebrew Bible, the title of Genesis is In the 
Beginning, the book’s fi rst words. The English title 
is related to the Greek word genesis, which means 
“beginning.”

CHAPTER 1 1a Job 38:4-7; Ps. 33:6; 136:5; Isa. 42:5; 45:18; John 1:1-3; Acts 14:15; 
17:24; Col. 1:16, 17; Heb. 1:10; 11:3; Rev. 4:11 2b Jer. 4:23 3c 2 Cor. 4:6 6d Job 37:18; Ps. 
136:5; Jer. 10:12; 51:15 7e Prov. 8:27-29 f Ps. 148:4

1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1

n the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, 
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 
the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. 

And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse 
and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters 
that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse 
Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called 
the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called 
Seas. And God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, 
and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 
kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, 
plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit 
in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14  And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens 
to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 
seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse 
of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God 
made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the 
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the 
expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God 
saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fourth day.
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inTRODUCTiOn TO  Genesis

1:1–11:26 Primeval History. Genesis 1–11 surveys the history of 
the world before Abraham, while chs. 12–50 focus on one main 
family. There are no real parallels to chs. 12–50 in the literature 
of other ancient civilizations. However, other ancient stories do 
exist about both creation and the fl ood. These stories stand in 
sharp contrast to the biblical account. Generally they depict cre-
ation as a great struggle, often involving confl ict between the 
gods. For example, they claim that the fl ood was sent because 
the gods could not stand the noise made by human beings but 
were unable to control it in any other way. Genesis disproves 
such stories by its teachings. There is only one God, whose word 
is almighty. He spoke the world into being. The sun and moon 
are not gods in their own right but are created by the one God. It 
is human sin that prompts the fl ood. These principles in Genesis 
1–11 run through the rest of Scripture.

1:1–2:3 God’s Creation and Ordering of Heaven and Earth. The 
book of Genesis opens with a majestic description of how God cre-
ated the heavens and earth and then put everything in order so that 
it might become his dwelling place. God assigns humanity to govern 
the other creatures on his behalf, so that the whole earth should 
become the temple of God, the place of his presence, displaying 
his glory.

1:1 In the beginning. The opening verse of the Genesis creation 
account can be taken as either (1) a summary of the entire pro-
cess of creation or (2) a description of the fi rst event in creation. 
This event would have occurred sometime before the first day 
(vv. 3–5), and would have included the creation of matter, space, 
and time. This second view emphasizes the fact that God created 
the universe from nothing (compare Heb. 11:3). God created. The 
Hebrew word for God, ’Elohim, is plural, possibly to express God’s 
majesty, but the verb “created” is singular, indicating that God is 
one being. In contrast to other ancient Near Eastern accounts of 
creation, Genesis always emphasizes that there is only one God. 
Whenever the Hebrew verb for “create” occurs in the OT, God is 
the subject. Heavens and the earth here means “everything.” Thus, 
“in the beginning” refers to the beginning of everything. The text 
indicates that God created everything in the universe, which means 
that he created it out of nothing.
place

1:2 Before the fi rst actual day of creation (vv. 3–5), the earth was 
without form and void (compare Jer. 4:23), implying that it lacked 
order and content. The reference to darkness . . . over the face 

of the deep points to the absence of light. The Spirit of God was 
hovering suggests that something was about to happen. There 
is no reason to think that a long time elapsed between Gen. 1:1 
and 1:2.

1:3–5 And God said. God’s absolute power is seen in that he 
merely speaks and things are created. Each new section of ch. 1 
is introduced by God’s speaking. Everything that God speaks 
into being is good (vv. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). These verses 
show how God has arranged time in a weekly cycle (Day .  .  . 
Night). God is pictured as working for six days and resting on 
the seventh, which is a model for human activity. Day 4 will 
develop this idea further: the lights are placed in the heavens 
for signs and seasons, for marking days and years and the times 
of the festivals, such as Passover. This sense of time having a 
structure is further emphasized as each stage of God’s creative 
work is separated into specific days. there was evening and 
there was morning, the fi rst day. After each workday there is 
an evening and then a morning, implying that there is a night-
time (the worker’s daily time of rest) in between. Similar phrases 
divide ch. 1 into six distinctive workdays, with 2:1–3 being a 
seventh day, God’s Sabbath. On the fi rst three days God creates 
the environment that the creatures of days 4–6 will inhabit. For 
example, the sea and sky (day 2) are occupied by the fi sh and 
birds (day 5). These days can be understood as days in the life 
of God, but how his days relate to human days is more diffi  cult 
to determine (see 2 Pet. 3:8).

1:6–8 As light was separated from darkness, so the waters are sepa-
rated to form an expanse, which God calls Heaven. It is diffi  cult to 
fi nd a single English word that accurately translates the precise mean-
ing of this Hebrew term (see esv footnote). In this context, it refers to 
what humans see above them, that is, the region that contains both 
heavenly lights (vv. 14–17) and birds (v. 20).

The Creation of the World
n the a beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth. 2The earth was 
b without form and void, and dark-
ness was over the face of the deep. 

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face 
of the waters.

3And God said, c“Let there be light,” and there 
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. 
And God separated the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.

6And God said, d“Let there be an expanse1 in the 
midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.” 7And God made2 the expanse and 
eseparated the waters that were under the expanse 
from the waters that were fabove the expanse. And 
it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven.3
And there was evening and there was morning, 
the second day.

 G e n e s i s

Outline
 I. Primeval History (1:1–11:26)

 A. God’s creation and ordering of heaven and earth (1:1–2:3)
 B. Earth’s first people (2:4–4:26)
 C. Adam’s descendants (5:1–6:8)
 D. Noah’s descendants (6:9–9:29)
 E. The descendants of Noah’s sons (10:1–11:9)
 F. Shem’s descendants (11:10–26)

 II. Patriarchal History (11:27–50:26)
 A. Terah’s descendants (11:27–25:18)
 B. Isaac’s descendants (25:19–37:1)
 C. Jacob’s descendants (37:2–50:26)
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c. 2000 B.C.
The book of Genesis 
describes events in the 
ancient Near East from the 
beginnings of civilization to 
the relocation of Jacob’s 
(Israel’s) family in Egypt. 
The stories of Genesis are 
set among some of the 
oldest nations in the world, 
including Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylonia, and Elam.

In the Hebrew Bible, the title of Genesis is In the 
Beginning, the book’s fi rst words. The English title 
is related to the Greek word genesis, which means 
“beginning.”

CHAPTER 1 1a Job 38:4-7; Ps. 33:6; 136:5; Isa. 42:5; 45:18; John 1:1-3; Acts 14:15; 
17:24; Col. 1:16, 17; Heb. 1:10; 11:3; Rev. 4:11 2b Jer. 4:23 3c 2 Cor. 4:6 6d Job 37:18; Ps. 
136:5; Jer. 10:12; 51:15 7e Prov. 8:27-29 f Ps. 148:4

1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1

n the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, 
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 
the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. 

And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse 
and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters 
that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse 
Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called 
the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called 
Seas. And God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, 
and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 
kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, 
plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit 
in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14  And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens 
to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 
seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse 
of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God 
made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the 
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the 
expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God 
saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fourth day.
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I N T RODUCT I ON

Author, Date, and Recipients
Traditionally, Moses is considered to have been the author of Genesis and the rest of the Pentateuch (see 
Num. 33:2; Deut. 31:24; John 5:46). Of course, Moses lived much later than the events of Genesis. Presum ably, 
stories were passed down about those earlier events, and Moses brought them all together.

The first audience would have been the Israelites Moses led through the wilderness. For readers today, 
Genesis is an essential introduction to the rest of the Bible. It is rightly called the book of beginnings.

Theme
The theme of Genesis is creation, sin, and re-creation. God made the world very good, but first cursed it and 
then destroyed it in the flood because of man’s disobedience. The new world after the flood was also spoiled 
by human sin (ch. 11). God chose Abraham for a special purpose. Through his family, all nations would be 
blessed (12:1–3). God’s purpose will eventually be fulfilled through Abraham’s descendants (ch. 49).

Key Themes

1. The Lord God commissions human beings to be his representatives on earth. They are to take care of the 
earth and govern the other creatures (1:1–2:25).

2. Instead of acting as God’s representatives on earth, the first man and woman—Adam and Eve—listen to 
the serpent and follow his advice. Their disobedience has devastating results for all mankind and for the 
entire created world (3:1–24; 6:5–6).

3. God graciously announces that Eve’s offspring will free humanity from the serpent’s control (3:15). Genesis 
then begins tracing the history of one family that will become the people of Israel. This family has a special 
relationship with God and will become a source of blessing to fallen humanity (12:1–3).

4. As a result of Adam’s disobedience, his unique relationship with the ground degenerates, resulting in hard 
work and later in flood and famine. But the special family descending from Adam also brings relief from 
the difficulties (3:17–19; 5:29; 50:19–21).

5. While Eve’s punishment centers on pain in bearing children (3:16), women play an essential role in continuing 
the unique family line. With God’s help, even barrenness is overcome (11:30; 21:1–7; 25:21; 38:1–30).

6. The corruption of human nature causes families to be torn apart (4:1–16; 13:5–8; 25:22–23; 27:41–45; 
37:2–35). Although Genesis shows the reality of family conflicts, individual members of the chosen family 
can also help resolve those conflicts (13:8–11; 33:1–11; 45:1–28; 50:15–21).

7. The wicked are exiled from Eden and scattered throughout the earth (3:22–24; 4:12–16; 11:9), but God is 
kind to his chosen people and promises them a land of their own (12:1–2, 7; 15:7–21; 28:13–14; 50:24).

8. God is prepared to destroy almost the entire human race because of its corruption (6:7, 11–12; 18:17–33), 
but he still wants his world to be populated by righteous people (1:28; 9:1; 15:1–5; 35:11).
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1:1–18 The prologue of John’s Gospel is like the opening 
movement of a grand symphony. It is meant to grab our 
attention and draw us into the story—the story of all 
stories. The apostle sets the stage for the presentation of 
the gospel by highlighting the main plotline and central 
themes of the entire Bible—creation (vv.  1–4), the fall 
(v. 5), and redemption (vv. 9–13), all of which point to the 
person and culminating work of Jesus (see also vv. 23, 29).

Who is Jesus? This is John’s main question and the 
quest of discovery that he bids us enter. John’s Gospel 
helps us understand how to look for Jesus in Moses, the 
Prophets, and all the Scriptures (5:39–47). He wants us to 
see how Jesus is the “Yes!” and “Amen!” to every promise 
God has made (2 Cor. 1:20) throughout the history of 
redemption.

Jesus is eternally one with the Father—the very Word 
of God (John 1:1–2), God’s agent in creating all things 
(vv. 3–4). And as he spoke light and brought life into 
the dark void of pre-creation chaos, so Jesus brings light 
and life into the dark world of sin and death. His “new 
creation” order is none other than the long-promised 

epoch of redemption and restoration of which Israel’s 
prophets spoke, and angels longed to see (1 Pet. 1:10–12).

To receive Jesus is to be born from above and to 
become a member of God’s family, all of which comes 
to us as a gift of God’s grace (John 1:9–13), not at all of 
our own doing.

Even as John’s prologue affirms Jesus’ deity, so also 
it celebrates his humanity. The Word became flesh—God 
became man, yet Jesus never ceased being God. He 
came to us as the greater Moses (Deut. 18:15–19), to 
bring a greater exodus. Moses provided the tabernacle; 
Jesus “dwelt” (the Greek word literally means “taber-
nacled”) among us (John 1:14), revealing God’s glory 
and grace.

The law, which came through Moses, necessitated the 
grace and truth which came through Jesus (vv. 14–17), 
for the law could never save us, only drive us to Christ 
(Gal. 3:23–24). While Moses hid his face from God, Jesus 
“exegetes”—that is, reveals—the Father to us, as only 
the only begotten Son could do (see John 1:18, where 
the Greek word for “has made known” is exegeomai).

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, 
or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 

Chapter 1
1a Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 
1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 
17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] 
b Rev. 19:13; [Heb. 4:12; 
1 John 1:1] c 1 John 1:2; 
[ch. 17:5] d Phil. 2:6

3e ver. 10; Ps. 33:6; 1 Cor. 
8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2

4f ch. 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 
1:2; 5:11 g ch. 8:12; 
9:5; 12:46

5h [ch. 3:19]
6i ver. 33; ch. 3:28; Mal. 
3:1 j Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; 
Luke 3:2

7k ch. 3:26; 5:33 l Acts 19:4
8m ver. 20
9n Isa. 49:6; 1 John 2:8
10o [ch. 16:3; 1 John 3:1]
11p Matt. 21:38 q ch. 13:1 
r ch. 5:43; [ch. 3:11, 32]

12s See 1 John 5:13 
t 1 John 5:1 u 1 John 3:1; 
[Matt. 5:45] v [Gal. 3:26]; 
See ch. 11:52

13w James 1:18; [ch. 3:3; 
1 Pet. 1:3] x 1 Pet. 1:23 
y ch. 3:6

14z ver. 1 a Rom. 1:3; 8:3; 
Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:7, 8; Col. 
1:22; 1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 
2:14; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 
7; [ch. 6:51] b Rev. 7:15; 

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the Word was with God, and d the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 e All things were made 

through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 f In 
him was life,1 and g the life was the light of men. 5  h The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose name was j John. 7 He came as a 
k witness, to bear witness about the light, l that all might believe through him. 
8 m He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet o the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to p  his own,2 and q his own people3 r did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, s who believed in his name, t  he 
gave the right u to become v children of God, 13 who w were born, x not of blood 
y nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and b dwelt among us, c and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of d grace and e truth. 
15 (f John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
g ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For 
from h his fullness we have all received, i grace upon grace.5 17 For j the law was 
given through Moses; k grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18  l No 

21:3 c ch. 2:11; Luke 9:32; 2 Pet. 1:16, 17; 1 John 1:1; 4:14 d See ver. 7 e [ch. 14:6] 15f See ver. 7 g ver. 27, 30; See Matt. 3:11 16h Eph. 1:23; 3:19; 4:13; Col. 
1:19; 2:9 i [Matt. 25:29] 17j ch. 7:19; Ex. 20:1 k ver. 14; [Rom. 5:21] 18l ch. 5:37; 6:46; Ex. 33:20; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 4:12, 20; [ch. 12:45] 
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his rich abundance, to reproduce, and to multiply. 
God takes delight in all of his creatures—the great 
sea creatures, the wild animals great and small, the 
birds, the creeping things. All are his creatures in 
which he delights and over which he exercises his 
wise governance.

1:26–28 The pinnacle of creation is humanity. Humans 
(both male and female) are made in the image of 
God (cf. 1:26 and 5:1–2). They therefore have life that 
is sacred (cf. 9:6), and they are to resemble God in 
character, speech, and actions so that they might have 
relationships of fellowship and worship with him and 
with one another. Their calling was, in short, to be 
fruitful so that the glory and goodness of God would 
multiply through them (1:28). That is, they were to be 
agents of God’s dominion on earth, and the blessing 
of fruitfulness would enable them to fill the earth with 
God’s image-bearers. As God’s kingdom extends to 
the whole world, so his rule was to extend to every 
corner of the earth by his direct influence and by his 
image-bearers—which we are privileged to be.

People failed by their sin (ch. 3), corruption (6:5–
6), and rebelliousness to fulfill their image-bearing 
responsibilities (11:1–9; cf. Ps. 2:1–2). Yet the Lord 
renewed the mandate of fruitful multiplication to 
Noah (Gen. 9:1, 7) and to Abraham (12:2; 17:2, 6, 8). 
He similarly blessed Israel (Ex. 1:7) and promised to 

bless her as she humbly obeyed (Lev. 26:9). Yet, again 
and again, Israel failed.

Jesus Christ, however, as the second Adam, fulfills 
God’s image-bearing purposes and enables God’s 
people to do the same. The apostle Paul speaks of 
“the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God” (2 Cor. 4:4; cf. Col. 1:15). Jesus is 
the image of God that we were intended to be. And 
as we are united to him by faith, God sees us as his 
children, clothed in the righteousness of his Son, to 
whom we are conformed (Rom. 8:29) in righteousness 
and holiness (Eph. 4:24). Through his living a perfect 
life and suffering the penalty for our sin as the perfect 
God-man, Jesus provided for humans to be renewed 
in the image of God through faith in him (2 Cor. 3:18; 
Phil. 2:6–7; Col. 3:10). Thus, those united to Christ again 
become God’s image-bearing participants in his rule 
over the earth, fulfilling the original mandate to multi-
ply and make manifest God’s goodness and glory in all 
the places that his people dwell (Col. 1:13–20).

In short, God’s original goal of spreading his righ-
teous rule throughout the earth is being realized by 
the proclamation of the gospel of grace throughout 
the world (see Col. 1:6, 10). Just as Adam and Eve 
were to reproduce and multiply, so the early church 
is spoken of as reproducing and multiplying (Acts 6:7; 
12:24; 19:20; Col. 1:8–15).

The repetition of “God said” connects God, the 
creation of the world, and God’s word. The tenfold 
repetition in Genesis 1 confirms that all is made by 
his word (Psalm 33; cf. Heb. 11:3; 2 Pet. 3:5; John 1:1). 
The prominence of light on days 1 and 4, together 
with the repetition of “evening and morning” and 
“day,” highlights the temporal dimension of God’s cre-
ation. In his kind condescension, God establishes time. 
Throughout history and particularly at the incarnation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, God himself enters time. 
He is the Lord of time and of the Sabbath (see Gen. 
2:1–3). In the new creation, the light of the sun will 
be nothing compared to the radiance of God’s pres-
ence (Isa. 60:19; Zech. 14:6–7; Rev. 21:23). Darkness 
and water, though a part of God’s world, have nega-
tive associations with chaos—yet God is in absolute 
control. Jesus’ calming of the storm demonstrates his 
own divine identity, manifesting not only his power 
but also his gentle concern for his followers (Matt. 
8:26–27).

All creation, in short, reflects God’s goodness: 
darkness and light, sun and moon, the earth with its 
vegetation, the animal world, and supremely human-
ity. God’s goodness is also found in marriage (Gen. 
2:24) and in food and drink (2:16). These benefits 

are to be received with thanksgiving (1  Tim. 4:4). 
And all of these wonderful blessings are an echo of 
the supreme goodness of God ultimately manifested 
in Jesus Christ—the Light of the World (John 8:12), 
our great Bridegroom (Mark 2:19; Eph. 5:32), and the 
Bread of Life (John 6:35).

1:14–31 Three days reveal the filling of creation with 
the potentiality of life. The sun, moon, and constella-
tions are created. They are not objects of worship but 
function to maintain God’s order and to provide light 
for the world, above all for humanity. Light on planet 
Earth is distinctive as it enables vegetation to grow, 
and through vegetation all life forms, from the smallest 
to the largest, have the potential of vitality. Light also 
marks the rhythms of nature and the cycles of time. 
Nature has its own calendar apart from humans. The 
order of nature (days 1–3) regulates the potentiality 
of life for animals and humans. By creating all this, 
God demonstrates his fatherly care for his creation.

God’s creation of animals and humans in days 5 
and 6 reveals the vibrant, delightful diversity of cre-
ation. God’s blessing of vitality rests on them. This 
blessing is God’s expression of empowerment and 
of development from generation to generation. He 
graciously wills his creatures to live in enjoyment of 

1 The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes the proper name Adam 

1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 4 Or Land; also verses 11, 12, 
22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 5 Or small plants; also verses 12, 29 6 Or appointed times 7 Or flying things; see Leviticus 11:19–20 

22n  ch. 8:17; 9:1 
26o  ch. 3:22; 11:7; Isa. 
6:8 p  ch. 5:1; 9:6; 1 Cor. 
11:7; Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10; 
James 3:9 q  ch. 9:2; Ps. 
8:6-8; James 3:7 
27r  ch. 2:18, 21-23; 5:2; 
Mal. 2:15; Matt. 19:4; 
Mark 10:6 
28s  ch. 9:1, 7 
29t  ch. 9:3; Ps. 104:14, 
15; 145:15, 16 
30u  Ps. 147:9 
31v  Eccles. 7:29; 
1 Tim. 4:4 

6d  Job 37:18; Ps. 136:5; 
Jer. 10:12; 51:15 
7e  Prov. 8:27-29 f  Ps. 
148:4 
9g  Job 38:8-11; Ps. 33:7; 
136:6; Jer. 5:22; 2 Pet. 3:5 
11h  Ps. 104:14 
14i  Jer. 10:2; Ezek. 32:7, 
8; Joel 2:30, 31; 3:15; 
Matt. 24:29; Luke 21:25 
j  Ps. 104:19 
16k  Deut. 4:19; Ps. 
136:7-9 
18l  Jer. 31:35 
21m  Ps. 104:25, 26 

the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, 
n “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their 
kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to 
their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according 
to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that 
creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, o “Let us make man1 in our image, p after our likeness. And 
q let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.”
27   So God created man in his own image,
  in the image of God he created him;
 r male and female he created them.

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, s “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on 
the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. t You 
shall have them for food. 30 And u to every beast of the earth and to every bird 
of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
31 vAnd God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, d “Let there be an expanse1 in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made2 the expanse and 
e separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were 
f above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven.3 And 
there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, g “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the 
dry land Earth,4 and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, h “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants5 yielding seed, and 
fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on 
the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding 
seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their 
seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate 
the day from the night. And let them be for i signs and for j seasons,6 and for 
days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give 
light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God k made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and 
the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on 
the earth, 18 to l rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and 
let birds7 fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So m God cre-
ated the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which 
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 102 Exodus 26:13

GENESIS

The whole history of the universe begins right here, in the book known as Genesis. 
The word genesis literally means “origin” or “beginning,” and that is exactly what 
this book describes—the beginning of everything. As you begin to read chapter 1, 
you will see that the Bible begins with the assertion that everything in the universe 
had its beginning with God. In fact, the very first sentence asserts in no uncertain 
terms, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” It is not as if 
God simply gave order to some kind of material that already existed in a chaotic 
form. No, what you will see in this first chapter is that he created the universe out 
of nothing. He simply called things into being, and they were. Right from the very 
beginning, the Bible plants its flag: This is no mere tribal god or one who can be 
safely ignored. This is the Almighty Creator, the Sovereign God of all the universe.

The Creation of the World

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was 
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And 

the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that 

the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse1 in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made2 the expanse and 
separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were 
above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven.3 And 
there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry 
land Earth,4 and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good.

1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 
4 Or Land; also verses 11, 12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 

The Tabernacle

26 “Moreover, you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine 
twined linen and blue and purple and scarlet yarns; you shall make 

them with cherubim skillfully worked into them. 2 The length of each curtain 
shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four cubits; all 
the curtains shall be the same size. 3 Five curtains shall be coupled to one 
another, and the other five curtains shall be coupled to one another. 4 And 
you shall make loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain in the first 
set. Likewise you shall make loops on the edge of the outermost curtain in 
the second set. 5 Fifty loops you shall make on the one curtain, and fifty loops 
you shall make on the edge of the curtain that is in the second set; the loops 
shall be opposite one another. 6 And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and 
couple the curtains one to the other with the clasps, so that the tabernacle 
may be a single whole.

7 “You shall also make curtains of goats’ hair for a tent over the tabernacle; 
eleven curtains shall you make. 8 The length of each curtain shall be thirty 
cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four cubits. The eleven curtains 
shall be the same size. 9 You shall couple five curtains by themselves, and 
six curtains by themselves, and the sixth curtain you shall double over at 
the front of the tent. 10 You shall make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain 
that is outermost in one set, and fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that 
is outermost in the second set.

11 “You shall make fifty clasps of bronze, and put the clasps into the loops, 
and couple the tent together that it may be a single whole. 12 And the part 
that remains of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain that remains, shall 
hang over the back of the tabernacle. 13 And the extra that remains in the 
length of the curtains, the cubit on the one side, and the cubit on the other 
side, shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle, on this side and that side, to 
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clarity, was that somehow God would one day not just send Israel a king but 
would actually be her king. Here John takes up all of these threads of Old 
Testament hope and brings them together. The eternal Word of God, the Son 
of God himself, has once and for all come to dwell—that is, “to tabernacle”—
among sinful human beings. All the promises, expectations, and hopes of the 
Old Testament, John says, are finally coming to fruition.

15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For 
from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one 
has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made 
him known.

John could not be clearer here in his insistence on Jesus’ divinity. In verses 
1–2, not only does he say that the Word (that is, Jesus) existed “in the begin-
ning” and was “with God,” but he even says straightforwardly that “the Word 
was God.” Even more, here in verse 18 he says that the one who has made 
God known is himself “the only God, who is at the Father’s side.” We will read 
much more about this later, but for now we should notice that, somehow, 
Jesus is both the only God and in unique relationship with God the Father. The 
narrative of Jesus’ life begins in verse 19, and the action focuses first on John 
the Baptist, who is very clear about his own prophetic role: he is not to draw 
attention to himself but rather is to point to Jesus and identify him as the 
promised Messiah.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, and did not 
deny, but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I  am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26  John answered them, “I  baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I 

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2  He was in the beginning with God. 3  All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

These opening verses of John’s Gospel are undoubtedly some of the most 
profound in all of Scripture. It only becomes clear in verse 14 exactly what (or 
actually, who) John is referring to as “the Word,” but once we understand that 
this is Jesus, we see immediately how much John accomplishes in the space 
of just a few words. He declares Jesus’ divinity, begins to unfold the doctrine 
of the Trinity, acknowledges Jesus’ role in creation, and announces that it 
is through Jesus that God’s promises of salvation are realized. Just as the 
primordial darkness was pierced by light at the moment of creation, so here 
the darkness of sin and death is pierced by the coming of the Word.

Christians have often wondered why John refers to Jesus here as “the 
Word.” This title is from the Greek logos, an important term in Greek philos-
ophy often associated with that which enlivens the universe, but it also finds 
roots in the rich Old Testament theme by which God’s word is understood as 
that which accomplishes his will. So it is through his word that God reveals 
himself to his people; it is his word that goes out from his mouth to accom-
plish his purposes; and above all, it is through his word that he wins salvation 
for his people. All of this, John sees, is exactly what Jesus has done.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Before we read further, we should stop and think for a moment about what 
this verse signifies. From the very first chapters of Genesis, the whole story 
of the Bible—from the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the garden, to the 
presence of God in the tabernacle, to the dramatic departure of God’s pres-
ence from the temple, to the disappointed hopes of the people as they stared 
at the second temple and waited for God to fill it again—has revolved around 
the question of how a righteous and holy God could live among sinful people. 
Even more, the answer the prophets gave to that question, with increasing 
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John 1:41 1648  1649 John 3:8

1 Greek him 2 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 3 The Greek for you is plural; twice 
in this verse 4 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 

the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus1 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter2).

43  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said 
to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is 
no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 
49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the 
fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said 
to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,3 you will see heaven opened, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

Water into Wine and the Cleansing of the Temple — Chapter 2
The first miracle recorded in John is Jesus’ turning water into wine at a wedding 
feast (vv. 1–12). John calls this “the first of his signs” (v. 11). In the Gospel of John, 
the word sign calls our attention to the fact that Jesus’ miracles are not only 
physical events but also spiritual symbols that embody the truth about Jesus. 
We can therefore explore the miracle story of the water turned into wine for its 
spiritual meanings, including the divine power of Jesus and his bringing the OT 
ceremonial rituals of cleansing to an end. By means of a single verse (v. 13) we 
travel from Capernaum to Jerusalem. Thus far in the book we have seen Jesus 
as primarily a private figure, with his family and disciples. The episode of the 
cleansing of the temple (vv. 14–25) introduces Jesus into the public limelight. 
Although this conflict story is not one of Jesus’ great “signs,” it is like the signs 
in its being a symbolic action. A picture of Jesus the revolutionary emerges in 
this event, but we must interpret Jesus’ action not as a private crusade but as a 
messianic entering of the temple as a divine presence.

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother 
of Jesus was there. 2  Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his 

disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They 
have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do 
with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purifi-
cation, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.4 7  Jesus said to the servants, 
“Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said 
to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they 
took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, 
and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to 

1 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated 
“brothers”) may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 2 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 3 Greek him 4 Or from 
above; the Greek is purposely ambiguous and can mean both again and from above; also verse 7 5 The same Greek word means 
both wind and spirit 6 The Greek for you is plural here 7 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit a Ps. 69:9 

him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, 
then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And 
his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers1 
and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, 
and the money- changers sitting there. 15  And making a whip of cords, he 
drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured 
out the coins of the money- changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he 
told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my 
Father’s house a house of trade.” 17  His disciples remembered that it was 
written, a “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 
things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty- six years to build this 
temple,2 and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about 
the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken.

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in 
his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part 
did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed 
no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

Jesus and Nicodemus — 3:1–21
This is the first in a string of famous encounter stories in John’s Gospel. The 
vehicle of the encounter is conversation. Jesus steps forward in a new role in the 
story, namely, teacher and revealer of truth. A mainspring of the conversation 
is the motif of the misunderstood statement by Jesus, as when Nicodemus 
mistakes Jesus’ statement about being born again as referring to physical birth 
(v. 4). Symbolism pervades the unit—birth imagery, wind, light. The episode also 
fits into the ongoing story of belief versus unbelief. Those who believe in Christ 
will find everlasting life, while those who refuse to believe in him will perish.

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus3 by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you 
do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again4 he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.5 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You6 must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind7 blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but 
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TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 

through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In 
him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11  He came to his own,1 and his own people1 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son1 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16  For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.1 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God,1 who is at the Father’s side,1 he has made him known.

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22  So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight1 the way of the Lord,’ 
as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands 
one you do not know, 27  even he who comes after me, the strap of whose 
sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
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Mark 6:42 1908  1909 Mark 7:8

heaven and v said a blessing and broke the loaves 
and gave them to the disciples to set before the 
people. And he divided the two fish among them 
all. 42  And they all ate and were satisfied. 43  And 
they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces 
and of the fish. 44  And those who ate the loaves 
were five thousand men.

Jesus Walks on the Water
45 w Immediately he x made his disciples get into 

y the boat and go before him to the other side, z to 
Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 And 
after he had taken leave of them, a he went up on 
the mountain to pray. 47 And when b evening came, 
the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone 
on the land. 48 And he saw that they were making 
headway painfully, for the wind was against them. 
And about b  the fourth watch of the night1 he 
came to them, walking on the sea. c He meant to 
pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking 
on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried 
out, 50  for they all saw him and d were terrified. 
But immediately he spoke to them and said, 
e “Take heart; it is I. e Do not be afraid.” 51 And he 
got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. 
And they were utterly astounded, 52 for f they did 
not understand about the loaves, but their hearts 
g were hardened.

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret
53  h  When they had crossed over, they came to 

land at i  Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 
54 And when they got out of the boat, the people 
immediately j  recognized him 55  and ran about 

the whole region and began to bring k  the sick 
people l on their beds to wherever they heard he 
was. 56 And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or 
countryside, m they laid the sick in the marketplaces 
and implored him that they might touch even n the 
fringe of his garment. And o as many as touched it 
were made well.

Traditions and Commandments

7 
p  Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, 
with some of the scribes q who had come from 

Jerusalem, 2 they saw that some of his disciples ate 
with hands that were r defiled, that is, unwashed. 
3  (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat 
unless they wash their hands properly,2 holding to 
s the tradition of t the elders, 4 and when they come 
from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they 
wash.3 And there are many other traditions that 
they observe, such as u the washing of v cups and 
pots and copper vessels and dining couches.4) 5 And 
the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do 
your disciples not walk according to s the tradition 
of t the elders, w  but eat with r defiled hands?” 6 And 
he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you 
x hypocrites, as it is written,

 y “ ‘ This people honors me with their lips,
  but their heart is far from me;
 7   in vain do they worship me,
  teaching as z doctrines the commandments 

of men.’

8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to 
the tradition of men.”

1 That is, between 3 a.m. and 6 a.m. 2 Greek unless they wash the hands with a fist, probably indicating a kind of ceremonial washing 
3 Greek unless they baptize; some manuscripts unless they purify themselves 4 Some manuscripts omit and dining couches 

6:45, 48 to the other side, to Bethsaida. They sailed to the 
east. The strongest winds on the Sea of Galilee blow from 
the east, typically in the spring or fall. Here the wind was 
against them, apparently from the east, greatly hindering 
the disciples’ headway. The most severe storms on the sea 
can raise waves up to 5–6 feet (1.5–1.8 m) in height, more 
than enough to swamp the type of vessel in which the 
disciples were sailing. See “The Galilee Boat” on p. 1975 
and “Weather on the Sea of Galilee” on p. 1977.

6:48 fourth watch of the night. This was between 3:00 a.m. 
and 6:00 a.m., when the disciples would have been the most 
exhausted from battling the wind and waves.

6:50 it is I. See notes on 14:62 and John 8:58.

6:53 moored to the shore. Archaeologists have identified 
the remains of many harbors around the Sea of Galilee that 
were used throughout Roman times. Each typically had a 
breakwater consisting of a wall of large basalt boulders 

12–20 feet (3.7–6.1 m) wide at the base, narrowing to a 
width of 4–8 feet (1.2–2.4 m) above the surface of the water. 
The breakwater typically formed a semicircle in the lake, 
with a narrow opening close to the shore to allow boats 
out and in. Stone boat anchors as well as mooring stones 
positioned on the shore are often found in the vicinity of 
these harbors. Jesus and the disciples moored at the site 
of Gennesaret (Tel Kinrot, OT Chinneroth) on the northern 
end of the plain of Gennesaret west of Capernaum, a place 
where Jesus would have been instantly recognized.

6:56 fringe of his garment. See note on Matt. 9:20.

7:4 copper vessels. Rabbinic law declared that vessels 
made of gold, silver, copper, bronze, or stone could be 
purified if ritually unclean, because these materials are not 
porous. In contrast, vessels of clay could not be made pure 
once unclean. dining couches. These were typically found 
in palaces or homes of the wealthy, not in the homes of 
commoners.

41v  ch. 8:7; 14:22; 1 Sam. 9:13; Matt. 26:26; Luke 24:30; [1 Cor. 14:16] 45w For ver. 45-51, see Matt. 14:22-32; John 6:15-21 x [Matt. 8:18] y ver. 32 45z ch. 8:22; [Luke 9:10] 
46a Luke 6:12; 9:28; [ch. 1:35; Luke 5:16] 47b [ch. 13:35] 48b [See ver. 47 above] c [Luke 24:28] 50d [Luke 24:37] e Matt. 17:7; [Deut. 31:6; Isa. 41:13; 43:1, 2; John 16:33] 
52f ch. 8:17-21 g John 12:40; Rom. 11:7; 2 Cor. 3:14; See ch. 3:5 53h For ver. 53-56, see Matt. 14:34-36; [John 6:24, 25] i Luke 5:1 54j ver. 33 55k Matt. 4:24 l Luke 5:18 
56m Acts 5:15 n See Matt. 9:20 o ch. 3:10; Luke 6:19 Chapter 7 1p For ver. 1-30, see Matt. 15:1-28 q ch. 3:22 2r [Acts 10:14; Rom. 14:14 (Gk.)] 3s Gal. 1:14; Col. 2:8 t Heb. 
11:2 4u Heb. 9:10; [John 2:6] v Matt. 23:25; Luke 11:39 5s [See ver. 3 above] t [See ver. 3 above] 5w Luke 11:38 r [See ver. 2 above] 6x Matt. 23:13 y Cited from Isa. 29:13; 

TYrE aND SIDON
Tyre and Sidon were two ancient urban centers on the 
Phoenician coast. For millennia, each served as a strategic 
port connecting the lands of the ancient Near East with 
the Mediterranean. When independent, Tyre and Sidon 
were able to control vast economic trade networks. More 
often, they were under the political and economic control 
of distant powers such as Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, 
Greece, or Rome. Israel had a mixed relationship with the 
Phoenician cities. Hiram king of Tyre supplied materials to 
build the temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 5:1–12), and Jezebel 
was a Sidonian princess. The prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel 
condemned Tyre for its extravagance but in the process 
provided great detail concerning its seafaring techniques 
and successful economic network (Isaiah 23; Ezekiel 27). 
Alexander the Great famously besieged the island port 
city of Tyre (just off the coast of the mainland), brutally 
conquering her after constructing a land bridge to the 
island, which remains to this day. Tyre later recovered in 

the Seleucid period, and Herod the Great even gave funds 
to build a temple and marketplace there. Tyre and Sidon 
were annexed to the Roman province of Syria in 64 BC. As 
was typical of urban areas, the cities served as gateways 
for the Greco-Roman way of life. Such cities tended to have 
standard architectural features, including theaters, Roman 
temples, gymnasia, and a street grid laid out at right angles, 
with a broad main street (called the cardo maximus). Their 
population was predominantly Gentile, although like most 
cities of the Roman Empire they also had a significant 
Jewish population. Jews in Tyre and Sidon had to come 
to terms with the dominant culture of the region and were 
susceptible to blending Judaism with Hellenism. Tyre also 
produced the only coins accepted for the Jewish temple 
tax. See “The Temple Tax” on p. 1850.

Tyre, al-Mina site, Roman colonnaded Mosaic Street view to sea
© Todd Bolen / BiblePlaces.com

ESV
ARCHAEOLOGY STUDY BIBLE
The ESV Archaeology Study Bible roots the biblical text in its 

historical and cultural context, offering readers a framework for 

better understanding the people, places, and events recorded 

in Scripture. With editorial oversight from Dr. John Currid (PhD, 

University of Chicago) and Dr. David Chapman (PhD, University of 

Cambridge), as well as contributions from a team of field-trained 

archaeologists, the ESV Archaeology Study Bible assembles a range 

of modern scholarship—pairing the biblical text with helpful articles, 

maps, photographs, and drawings. Additional charts, sidebars, and 

notes add detail and bring life to the ancient texts, helping readers 

situate them in their historical context while recognizing the truth 

that the eternal God became flesh and entered human history at a 

specific time and in a specific place.

Actual type size

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own 
people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some 
manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 

1:1 Word. Many scholars discuss the historical origins of John’s 
use of “Word” (Gk. logos). Stoic philosophers spoke of the 
logos as the rational soul of the universe. Philo, a first-century 
Jewish philosopher in Egypt, employed logos in reference to 
the primal utterance of God at the beginning of creation. This 
terminology may also be connected in Jewish literature with 
Wisdom, who was beside God when he created the world. 
The Targums (post-NT Aramaic paraphrases of the OT) refer 
to the Memra (“word”) of God in similar ways. Thus there 
were historical forerunners and parallels to John’s language. 
However, John has crafted his use of logos to conform specif-
ically to the person of his incarnate Lord, and thus his usage 
varies significantly from any historical precursors. God utters 
his Word to create and to reveal, and now that Word has 
become a person, incarnated as very God in human flesh.

1:4–5 light shines in the darkness. The available means of 
generating light were more limited in antiquity than today 
(see “Lamps” on p. 1377). Thus darkness (e.g., at night and 
in inner rooms) would have been a regular daily experience, 
and light would have been all the more precious.

1:6 John the Baptist appears in all four Gospels, and the 
Jewish historian Josephus also speaks of John’s death. See 
“John the Baptist” on p. 1372.

1:18 the only God. Although many manuscripts of John read 
“the only son” here, this variant likely comes from later scribes’ 
altering the original text to “the only son” in order to match 
the wording of John 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9. See “Textual Criticism 
of the New Testament” on p. 1540.

1:19 the Jews. Much discussion surrounds the term “Jews” in 
John’s Gos pel—does he use the term to refer to the whole Jew-
ish nation or to the Jew ish leaders only? At times John appears 
to have the whole of ethnic Juda ism in mind (e.g., 4:9, 22; 
5:1), but often he is referring to key Jew ish leaders, especially 
religious authorities (e.g., 5:15–16; 18:14; cf. 11:47–53), including 
those who are called chief priests, Phar i sees, Sad du cees, and 
scribes in other Gospels (see note on Mark 11:27). For exam-
ple, Jew ish leaders are clearly in mind in John 1:19, since only 
such “Jews” had the authority to direct delegates (priests and 
Levites) to interview John the Bap tist. Often in this Gos pel “the 
Jews” oppose Jesus, even seeking to kill him (e.g., 5:18; 7:1; 10:31; 

Chapter 1 1a Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] b Rev. 19:13; [Heb. 4:12; 1 John 1:1] c 1 John 1:2; [ch. 17:5] d Phil. 2:6 3e ver. 10; Ps. 33:6; 1 Cor. 
8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2 4f ch. 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 1:2; 5:11 g ch. 8:12; 9:5; 12:46 5h [ch. 3:19] 6i ver. 33; ch. 3:28; Mal. 3:1 j Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:2 7k ch. 3:26; 5:33 l Acts 
19:4 8m ver. 20 9n Isa. 49:6; 1 John 2:8 10o [ch. 16:3; 1 John 3:1] 11p Matt. 21:38 q ch. 13:1 r ch. 5:43; [ch. 3:11, 32] 12s See 1 John 5:13 t 1 John 5:1 u 1 John 3:1; [Matt. 5:45] 
v [Gal. 3:26]; See ch. 11:52 13w James 1:18; [ch. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:3] x 1 Pet. 1:23 y ch. 3:6 14z ver. 1 a Rom. 1:3; 8:3; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:7, 8; Col. 1:22; 1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the Word 
was with God, and d the Word was God. 2 He was 

in the beginning with God. 3 e All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 f In him was life,1 and g the 
life was the light of men. 5 h The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose name 
was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to bear witness 
about the light, l  that all might believe through 
him. 8  m  He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet o  the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to p his own,2 
and q his own people3 r did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, s who believed in his 

name, t he gave the right u to become v children of 
God, 13 who w were born, x not of blood y nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14  And z  the Word a  became flesh and b  dwelt 
among us, c and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of d  grace 
and e truth. 15 (f John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, g ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16  For from h  his fullness we have 
all received, i  grace upon grace.5 17  For j  the law 
was given through Moses; k grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 l No one has ever seen God; 
m the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 n he has 
made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the o testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
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I NTRODUCTION TO  JOH N

Chapter 1 1a Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] 
b Rev. 19:13; [Heb. 4:12; 1 John 1:1] c 1 John 1:2; [ch. 17:5] d Phil. 2:6 3e ver. 10; Ps. 
33:6; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2 4f ch. 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 1:2; 5:11 g ch. 8:12; 
9:5; 12:46 5h [ch. 3:19] 6i ver. 33; ch. 3:28; Mal. 3:1 j Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:2 
7k ch. 3:26; 5:33 l Acts 19:4 8m ver. 20 9n Isa. 49:6; 1 John 2:8 10o [ch. 16:3; 1 John 
3:1] 11p Matt. 21:38 q ch. 13:1 r ch. 5:43; [ch. 3:11, 32] 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own 
people 3 People is implied in Greek 

The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the 
Word was with God, and d  the Word was 

God. 2  He was in the beginning with God. 
3  e All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 f In him was life,1 and g the life was the 
light of men. 5 h The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose 
name was j John. 7  He came as a k witness, to 
bear witness about the light, l that all might 

believe through him. 8 m He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet o the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to p his own,2 and q his own people3 r did 

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

    

4. Witness. John’s Gospel stresses “witness” and “testimony.” This 
Gospel is not so much a story as a narrative argument supported by 
successive testimonies. Those who testify include John the Baptist 
(1:7, 15, 32; 3:32), Jesus and his followers (3:11), the Samaritan woman 
(4:39), Jesus’ miraculous works (5:36; 10:25), the Father (5:37; 8:18), 
the Scriptures (5:39), the crowds observing Jesus (12:17), the Holy 
Spirit (15:26), and Jesus himself (8:13, 18; 18:37). Underlying all of this 
is the “witness” of the Gospel writer John and his purpose of calling 
forth trust in Christ: John “who saw it has borne witness—his testi-
mony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also 
may believe” (19:35; cf. 21:24).

5. Transformation. John’s Gospel stresses the present availability of 
the glories of the age to come, what is sometimes called “realized 
eschatology.” Eternal life is available now (5:24). Jesus prays for disci-
ples in this life to live out his heavenly glory and divine love (17:20–26).

For other theological themes of John, see First–Third John.

Outline
 I. Prologue: The Incarnate Word (1:1–18)
 II. Signs of the Messiah, with Teaching about Life in Him (1:19–11:57)
 III. The Farewell Teaching and the Passion Narrative (12:1–20:31)
 IV. Epilogue: The Roles of Peter and of the Disciple Whom Jesus 

Loved (21:1–25)

intros_NT.indd   8 3/6/17   2:03 PM

For more on 
Christ’s deity see:

Dan. 7:9–14
John 20:21–23, 30–31
Col. 2:9
Titus 2:11–14
Heb. 1:1–14

Jesus Christ: His Deity
John 1:1–3

John begins his Gospel with a prologue underscoring the deity 
fundamental to Christ’s incarnation. John’s opening words imply 
Christ’s deity because he, the Word, takes the place that God 
holds in the Bible’s first verse. Compare “In the beginning was 
the Word” with “In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth” (John 1:1; Gen. 1:1). Then John proclaims, “The Word 
was God.” It is incorrect to take the absence of the definite article 
“the” in Greek before “God” as a legitimate reason to translate 
this as “the Word was a god.” Often in John 1, the word “God” 
appears without the definite article and is correctly translated 
“God” (1:6, 12, 13, 18).

By affirming the positive and denying the negative, John 
teaches that the Word created absolutely everything (vv. 3, 10), 
and since creation is the work of God alone, the Word must be 
God! Moreover, people do not believe in angels or mere human 
beings for salvation, but only in God, and John points to Jesus 
as the object of saving faith (v. 12). In response, the Word does 
another work of God—he gives all believers the right to become 
God’s children (v. 12).

Furthermore, Jesus displays the divine qualities of glory, grace, 
and truth (v. 14). From God’s fullness alone can believers say they 
receive grace upon grace, and John says this very thing about the 
incarnate Son (v. 16). He then ends his prologue as he began it, by 
calling Jesus God (v. 18).

Theology for Life—Repeatedly John 1 proclaims that Jesus is 
God. John wants people to believe in Jesus for eternal life, which 
only God can give (20:30–31)!
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For more on 
the universality 
of sin see:

Rom. 3:9–26

For more on sin 
and thoughts see:

Jer. 17:1–10
Matt. 5:27–30
Mark 7:1–23
Heb. 3:12–14

Sin: Its Universality
Genesis 6:5–8

Although we do not know how much time elapsed between the 
fall and the flood, Scripture leaves no doubt as to the deterioration 
of mankind’s moral condition in that interval. The words “The Lord 
saw” of verse 5 echo “And God saw” of 1:31. But what he saw on 
these two occasions could not be more different. After creation, 
everything God saw was “very good” (1:31). Here God sees human-
ity’s great and constant evil in thoughts and actions.

The phrase “The Lord saw” also shows that he brings judgment 
not impulsively but only after full awareness of the situation: “The 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and . . . every intention 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (v. 5). Such 
great and extensive sin deeply wounds God, who responds by 
destroying human and animal life (vv. 6–7). God’s unchanging, 
uncompromising righteous character is consistent with his judg-
ment on human rebellion, which takes the form of a flood that 
drowns mankind and the world over which it was to rule. Yet even 
in the midst of God’s judgment, his grace shines, for he spares 
Noah, who has found favor in his eyes (v. 8).

Theology for Life—Although Noah had not given himself over 
to sin like his contemporaries, he was not perfect (see 9:21). The 
effects of Adam’s first sin are universal: “All have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Only one Man was without 
sin, and he died and rose to rescue all who trust in him.
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1 An unknown kind of tree; transliterated from Hebrew 2 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 3 Or skylight 4 Or seven of each kind 
of clean animal 5 Or seven of each kind 6 Hebrew all existence; also verse 23 7 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 

the earth is filled with violence through them. 
Behold, I  will destroy them with the earth. 
14  Make yourself an ark of gopher wood.1 
Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside 
and out with pitch. 15 This is how you are to 
make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits,2 its 
breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 
16 Make a roof3 for the ark, and finish it to a 
cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its 
side. Make it with lower, second, and third 
decks. 17  m For behold, I  will bring a flood of 
waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh 
in which is the breath of life under heaven. 
Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But 
n I  will establish my covenant with you, and 
you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, 
your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 
19  And of every living thing of all flesh, you 
shall bring two of every sort into the ark to 
keep them alive with you. They shall be male 
and female. 20 Of the birds according to their 
kinds, and of the animals according to their 
kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, 
according to its kind, two of every sort shall 
come in to you to keep them alive. 21 Also take 
with you every sort of food that is eaten, and 
store it up. It shall serve as food for you and 
for them.” 22  o Noah did this; he did all that 
God commanded him.

7 Then the Lord said to Noah, p  “Go into 
the ark, you and all your household, for 

I have seen that q  you are righteous before 
me in this generation. 2 Take with you seven 
pairs of all r clean animals,4 the male and his 
mate, and a pair of the animals that are not 
clean, the male and his mate, 3  and seven 
pairs5 of the birds of the heavens also, male 
and female, to keep their offspring alive on 
the face of all the earth. 4  For in seven days 
s I will send rain on the earth forty days and 
forty nights, t and every living thing6 that I 
have made I will blot out from the face of the 
ground.” 5  u And Noah did all that the Lord 
had commanded him.

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the 
flood of waters came upon the earth. 7  And 
Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ 
wives with him went into the ark to escape 
the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, and 
of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and 
of everything that creeps on the ground, 9 two 

and two, male and female, went into the ark 
with Noah, as God had commanded Noah. 
10 And after seven days the waters of the flood 
came upon the earth.

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, 
in the second month, on the seventeenth day 
of the month, on that day all the v fountains of 
the great deep burst forth, and w the windows 
of the heavens were opened. 12  And rain fell 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 
13  On the very same day Noah and his sons, 
Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s 
wife and the three wives of his sons with 
them entered the ark, 14 they and every beast, 
according to its kind, and all the livestock 
according to their kinds, and every creep-
ing thing that creeps on the earth, according 
to its kind, and every bird, according to its 
kind, every winged creature. 15  They x  went 
into the ark with Noah, two and two of all 
flesh in which there was the breath of life. 
16  And those that entered, male and female 
of all flesh, went in y as God had commanded 
him. And the Lord shut him in.

17  The flood z continued forty days on the 
earth. The waters increased and bore up 
the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 
18 The waters prevailed and increased greatly 
on the earth, and the ark floated on the face 
of the waters. 19  And the waters prevailed 
so mightily on the earth that all the high 
mountains under the whole heaven were 
covered. 20  The waters prevailed above the 
mountains, covering them fifteen cubits7 
deep. 21 And a all flesh died that moved on the 
earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming 
creatures that swarm on the earth, and all 
mankind. 22 Everything on the dry land b in 
whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 
23 He blotted out every living thing that was 
on the face of the ground, man and animals 
and creeping things and birds of the heavens. 
They were blotted out from the earth. Only 
c Noah was left, and those who were with him 
in the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed on the 
earth 150 days.

1 Or My Spirit shall not contend with 2 Or giants 3 Hebrew The end of all flesh has come before me 

our work and from the painful toil of our 
hands.” 30 Lamech lived after he fathered Noah 
595 years and had other sons and daughters. 
31 Thus all the days of Lamech were 777 years, 
and he died.

32  After Noah was 500 years old, Noah 
fathered x Shem, Ham, and y Japheth.

Increasing Corruption on Earth

6 When man began to multiply on the face 
of the land and daughters were born to 

them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daugh-
ters of man were attractive. And they took as 
their wives any they chose. 3 Then the Lord 
said, z “My Spirit shall not abide in1 man for-
ever, a  for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 
years.” 4  The Nephilim2 were on the earth 
in those days, and also afterward, when the 
sons of God came in to the daughters of man 
and they bore children to them. These were 
the mighty men who were of old, the men 
of renown.

5  b  The Lord saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every 
c  intention of the thoughts of his heart was 

only evil continually. 6 And d the Lord regret-
ted that he had made man on the earth, and it 
e grieved him to his heart. 7 So the Lord said, 
“I  will blot out man whom I have created 
from the face of the land, man and animals 
and creeping things and birds of the heavens, 
for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But 
Noah f found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

Noah and the Flood
9 These are the generations of Noah. g Noah 

was a righteous man, h blameless in his gen-
eration. Noah i walked with God. 10 And Noah 
had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, 
and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And 
God j  saw the earth, and behold, it was cor-
rupt, k  for all flesh had corrupted their way 
on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, l “I have 
determined to make an end of all flesh,3 for 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17  For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only 
God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made 
him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but con-
fessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 21 And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 

And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to 
him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even he who comes after me, the strap 

of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes 
a man who ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he 
who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have 
borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

All things were made through him. 
John begins his Gospel in the same 
way that Genesis begins: with creation 
(1:1–5; Gen. 1:1). He reveals that Jesus, 
God’s Son, existed eternally with God 
the Father, and the whole creation was 
made through him (Col. 1:15–16; compare 
1 Cor. 8:6).
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THE GLOBAL MESSAGE OF JOHn

that time on, down to the present day, have acted as the hands and feet of Jesus as they have 
proclaimed the good news of salvation throughout the world.

God’s concern for the world. The word “world” (Greek kosmos, from which we get our English 
word “cosmos”) occurs 186 times in the New Testament, and 78 of these occurrences are in 
John’s Gospel. The meaning of this word in John’s Gospel shifts slightly from one passage to 
the next. Sometimes it refers to the realm of darkness and sin (John 7:7; 12:31; 14:30; 17:16; 
18:36). More often, however, the “world” in John simply refers to all the people who live on 
this planet. John tells us many times of God’s loving, saving attitude toward the whole world 
(1:29; 3:16–17; 4:42; 6:33; 12:47). 

The Global Message of John for Today

The Gospel of John awakens Christians around the globe today to the cosmic scope of salva-
tion in Christ, and the eternal scope of God’s work in accomplishing this salvation, beginning 
in eternity past (John 1:1–3; 8:58). 

In John we see Christ reversing the curse of the fall as, for example, he heals the lame (John 
5:1–9) or the blind (9:1–7). Jesus cares deeply about the physical results of living in a fallen world. 
Indeed, when his friend Lazarus dies, Jesus weeps (11:35). As those who have been entrusted 
through his Spirit with carrying on the work of Christ, we as the global church likewise seek 
to help those who are suffering. Such compassion is the only appropriate way to respond to 
the compassion we ourselves have received from God in Christ. 

Yet the deepest result of the fall is not the woundedness of our bodies but the woundedness 
of our souls. The great apostolic commission was not to bring physical comfort but to bring 
forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name (John 20:22–23). Jesus gives living water, water that becomes 
“a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (4:14). He is the bread of life— the nourishing 
sustenance that all people most deeply need (6:35). In him is life itself (1:4). 

The global message of John for today’s church is to trust in Christ. Believe in him. Nourish 
yourself in him. Find life in him. And spread that life to everyone around you in your own 
little corner of the world.

1:1–18 Prologue: The Incarnate Word. John presents Jesus 
as the eternal, preexistent, and now incarnate Word (vv. 1, 14). 
Jesus is the one-of-a-kind Son of God the Father, which means 
that he is God (vv. 1, 18). John says that God’s revelation and 
redemption in and through Jesus are the highest points in the 
history of salvation. This history includes God’s giving of the 
law through Moses (v. 17), his dwelling among his people in 
the tabernacle and the temple (v. 14), and the sending of John 
the Baptist (vv. 6–8, 15). The prologue also introduces many 
of the major themes developed later in the Gospel: Jesus as 
the life (v. 4), the light (vv. 5–9), and the truth (vv. 14, 16–17); 
believers as God’s children (vv. 12–13); and the world’s rejection 
of Jesus (vv. 10–11).

1:1 In the beginning was the Word echoes Gen. 1:1. John identifies this 
Word as Jesus (John 1:14). Here he highlights Jesus’ existence throughout 
eternity with God. “The Word” conveys the idea of divine self-expression 
or speech. This idea occurs often in the OT. God’s Word is effective: God 
speaks, and things come into being (Gen. 1:3; Ps. 33:6; Isa. 55:10–11). 
By speech he relates personally to his people (e.g., Gen. 15:1). And the 
Word was with God indicates interpersonal relationship “with” God. 
And the Word was God affirms that this Word was also in essence the 
same God who created the universe. Some have claimed that “the Word 
was God” merely identifies Jesus as a god rather than identifying Jesus as 
God. However, in Greek grammar, the lack of an article does not necessarily 
indicate indefiniteness (“a god”). The context must determine the meaning, 
and the context clearly indicates that “the Word” is the one true God (see 
also John 1:6, 12, 13, 18). 

1:3 made through him. God the Father did his work of creation through 
the activity of the Son (see Col. 1:16). This verse disproves any suggestion 
that the Word (the Son; John 1:14) was created.

1:4–5 The references to life, light, and darkness draw on language found 
in Genesis (compare Gen. 1:3–5, 14–18, 20–31; 2:7).

1:6–8 witness. John speaks of the first of several witnesses who bear 
testimony concerning Jesus (see 5:31–47; and chart, p. 1488).

1:11 John moves from his own things (see esv footnote)—that is, cre-
ation—to his own people, the Jews. The Jewish rejection of the Messiah 
is one of the book’s major emphases (see especially 12:37–40).

1:12–13 Receive him means welcoming and submitting to Jesus in a 
personal relationship. “Believed in” means personal trust. His name refers 
to all that is true about Jesus. Born, not of blood . . . , but of God 
makes clear that neither physical birth nor ethnic background nor human 
effort can make people children of God. Only God’s supernatural work can 
do that (8:41–47). This applies to both Gentiles and Jews (11:51–52). 
See also 3:3–8. to all . . . who believed . . . he gave the right to 
become children of God. Only through believing in Jesus can one become 
a member of God’s family.

1:14 The Word (see v. 1) became flesh does not mean the Word ceased 
being God. Rather, the Word, who was God, also took on humanity (see 
Phil. 2:6–7). He lived as God and man at the same time. dwelt among 
us. Literally, “pitched his tent,” a reminder of how God resided among the 
Israelites in the tabernacle (see Ex. 25:8–9) and later in the temple. Now 
God takes up residence among his people in the incarnate Word, Jesus 
Christ. The OT refers to God’s glory when he manifests his presence in 
the tabernacle or the temple (e.g., Ex. 33:22; Num. 14:10; Deut. 5:22). 
the only Son from the Father. Jesus is the “Son of God,” not in the 
sense of being created or born (see John 1:3) but in the sense of being 
a Son who shares all his Father’s attributes, and in the sense of having a 
Father-Son relationship with God the Father. The Greek for “only” means 
“one of a kind, unique” (compare Gen. 22:2).

1:15 bore witness. Jesus speaks of several witnesses who bear testimony 
concerning him (see chart, p. 1488).

FAC T

All things were made through him. John begins his 
Gospel in the same way that Genesis begins: with 
creation (1:1–5; Gen. 1:1). He reveals that Jesus, 
God’s Son, existed eternally with God the Father, 
and the whole creation was made through him (Col. 
1:15–16; compare 1 Cor. 8:6).

Chapter 1 1a  Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] b  Rev. 19:13; [Heb. 4:12; 1 John 1:1] c  1 John 1:2; [ch. 17:5] d  Phil. 2:6 3e  ver. 10; Ps. 33:6; 1 Cor. 8:6; 
Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2 4f  ch. 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 1:2; 5:11 g  ch. 8:12; 9:5; 12:46 5h  [ch. 3:19] 6i  ver. 33; ch. 3:28; Mal. 3:1 j  Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:2 7k  ch. 3:26; 5:33 l  Acts 19:4 8m  ver. 
20 9n  Isa. 49:6; 1 John 2:8 10o  [ch. 16:3; 1 John 3:1] 11p  Matt. 21:38 q  ch. 13:1 r  ch. 5:43; [ch. 3:11, 32] 12s  See 1 John 5:13 t  1 John 5:1 u  1 John 3:1; [Matt. 5:45] v  [Gal. 3:26]; See 
ch. 11:52 13w  James 1:18; [ch. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:3] x  1 Pet. 1:23 y  ch. 3:6 14z  ver. 1 a  Rom. 1:3; 8:3; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:7, 8; Col. 1:22; 1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 7; [ch. 6:51] 
b  Rev. 7:15; 21:3 c  ch. 2:11; Luke 9:32; 2 Pet. 1:16, 17; 1 John 1:1; 4:14 d  See ver. 7 e  [ch. 14:6] 15f  See ver. 7 g  ver. 27, 30; See Matt. 3:11 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is 
implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 

The Word Became Flesh

1 
a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the 
Word was with God, and d the Word was God. 

2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 eAll things 
were made through him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. 4 f In him was 
life,1 and g the life was the light of men. 5 h The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose name 
was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to bear witness 
about the light, l that all might believe through 
him. 8 m He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet o the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to p his own,2 
and q his own people3 r did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, s who believed in his 
name, t  he gave the right u to become v children of 
God, 13 who w were born, x not of blood y nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and b dwelt 
among us, c and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of d grace 
and e truth. 15 (f John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, g ‘He who 
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John 1:48John 1:16  14811480

1:45 Nathanael (see also 21:2) may be the personal name of Bartholomew 
(see Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14). The Law and . . . the prophets 
commonly referred to the entire OT (e.g., Matt. 5:17).

1:46 Nazareth. Nazareth was a town of no more than 2,000 people. 
See note on Luke 1:26.

1:48 I saw you. Jesus displays supernatural knowledge, thus confirming 
his identity as the Messiah. The fig tree often is a symbol for Israel. See 
note on Mark 11:13–14. Jesus sees Nathanael as an honest Jew.

1:44 Bethsaida was just northeast of where the Jordan flows into the 
Sea of Galilee from the north.

Introduction: Theme and Purpose), turning water into wine at the wed-
ding at Cana (2:1–11). 
1:19 The Jews is an expression John often uses to refer to hostile Jewish 
opponents of Jesus. The phrase does not mean all Jews, for Jesus, John the 
Baptist, and the apostles were also Jews. See esv footnote on 5:10, etc. 
Jerusalem. See Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus, pp.1364–1365.
1:20–21 John the Baptist denies being the Christ or Elijah. Elijah, who 
never died (2 Kings 2:11), was expected to return in the end times (Mal. 4:5) 
to “restore all things” (Matt. 17:11). John the Baptist did resemble Elijah 
in his rugged lifestyle (Matt. 3:4; compare 2 Kings 1:8). And Jesus, with his 
deeper understanding of OT prophecy, saw John as fulfilling the prophecy 
about Elijah (see Matt. 11:14). John also denied being the Prophet, whose 
coming was predicted by Moses in Deut. 18:15, 18 (see Acts 3:22) and was 
expected in Jesus’ day (see John 6:14; 7:40–41; and notes).
1:23 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness. See Isa. 40:3; 
compare Matt. 3:3; Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4. This messenger was to prepare 
the way for the Lord to come to his people.
1:24 Pharisees. A small but influential group of Jews who emphasized 
observance of the law and their own traditions as the path to righteous-
ness. Many Pharisees opposed Jesus, but some followed him (3:1–5; 7:50; 
19:38–40). See note on Matt. 3:7.
1:28 John was baptizing. Compare Luke 3:3. John’s baptism was an 
outward sign reflecting inward repentance (see Matt. 3:6; compare later 
Christian baptisms at Matt. 28:19; Rom. 6:3; 1 Pet. 3:21). The Bethany 
across (east of) the Jordan (see John 3:26; 10:40) is different from 
Lazarus’s village near Jerusalem.
1:29 Jesus, by his sacrifice, fulfills the symbolism of the Passover Lamb 
and other OT sacrifices (Lev. 1:1–5:19; 14:25; 1 Cor. 5:7; Heb. 10:1–14; 
Rev. 5:6–13). takes away the sin of the world. See Heb. 2:17; 1 John 
4:10; and notes on 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18.
1:31 I myself did not know him. John probably means he did not know 
that Jesus was the Messiah until he saw the sign mentioned in vv. 32–33.
1:32–34 The Spirit did not merely descend on Jesus. He remained on 
him, which was a sign of Jesus’ divine anointing as Messiah (Isa. 11:2; 
61:1; see Luke 4:18). See note on John 1:41. 
1:36 Lamb of God. See note on v. 29.
1:40 One of the two . . . was Andrew. The name of the other disciple 
is not stated; most likely he was John, the author of this Gospel.
1:41 The terms Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean “anoint-
ed.” In the NT and early Judaism, “Messiah” combines many OT expectations 
about an “anointed one” who would lead, teach, and save God’s people 
(see, e.g., 2 Sam. 7:5–16; Ps. 110:1–4; Isa. 9:6–7).
1:42 Cephas is an Aramaic word meaning “rock” (see Matt. 16:16–18). In 
the Bible, God frequently changes people’s names to indicate their special 
calling; see Gen. 17:5; 32:28.
1:43 Galilee. The region west of the Jordan and the Sea of Galilee and 
north of Samaria.

1:16–17 In the law, God graciously revealed his character and the things 
he required of his people. Jesus, however, is the final, definitive revelation 
of God’s grace and truth.

1:18 No one has ever seen God, that is, in a full and complete way 
(see 6:46). the only God. Some ancient manuscripts say “the only Son” 
here (see esv footnote); the earliest manuscripts say “the only God.” John 
refers here to two different persons as “God,” as he did in 1:1. Thus John 
concludes the prologue by emphasizing what he taught in v. 1: Jesus is 
God, and he has revealed and explained God to humanity. 

1:19–12:50 Signs of the Messiah, with Teaching about Life in 
Him. The first half of John’s Gospel features Jesus’ demonstration 
of his messianic identity through several selected “signs” (see note 
on 2:11). The section ends with a reference to the Jewish nation’s 
rejection of the Messiah (12:36b–37).

1:19–2:11 These verses tell of the first week of Jesus’ ministry. He is 
hailed by John the Baptist as “God’s lamb” (1:29, 36), is followed by his 
first disciples (1:37–51), and performs his first miraculous “sign” (see 

29x  ver. 36; Ex. 12:3; Isa. 53:7; Acts 8:32; 1 Pet. 1:19; [Gen. 22:8; Rev. 5:6] y  1 John 3:5; [Heb. 10:4, 11] z  [ch. 3:16, 17; 4:42; 12:47; 1 John 2:2; 4:14] 30a  ver. 15, 27 31b  Luke 1:17, 
76, 77 32c  See ver. 7 d  Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22 e  [Isa. 11:2; Acts 10:38] 33f  ver. 6; Luke 3:2 g  [ch. 3:5] h  Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5 36i  See ver. 29 38j  ch. 
18:4, 7; 20:15 k  ver. 49; ch. 3:2, 26; 6:25; [ch. 20:16; Mark 10:51] 40l  For ver. 40-42, [Matt. 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:2-11] 41m  ch. 4:25 42n  ch. 21:15-17 o  1 Cor. 1:12; 3:22 
p  Matt. 16:18 43q  [ver. 35; ch. 2:1] r  [ver. 28] 44s  ch. 12:21 45t  ch. 21:2 u  See Luke 16:16; 24:27 v  See Matt. 2:23 w  ch. 6:42; Luke 3:23 46x  [ch. 7:41, 52] 47y  Ps. 73:1; Rom. 9:4, 6 
z  Ps. 32:2; [Zeph. 3:13; Rev. 14:5] 48a  ch. 2:24, 25 

16h  Eph. 1:23; 3:19; 4:13; Col. 1:19; 2:9 i  [Matt. 25:29] 17j  ch. 7:19; Ex. 20:1 k  ver. 14; [Rom. 5:21] 18l  ch. 5:37; 6:46; Ex. 33:20; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 4:12, 20; [ch. 12:45] 
m  ver. 14; See ch. 3:16 n  [Matt. 11:27]; See ch. 3:32 19o  ch. 3:26 p  [ch. 8:25] 20q  ver. 8; ch. 3:28; Acts 13:25; [Luke 3:15] 21r  [Matt. 11:14; 16:14] s  See Deut. 18:15, 18 23t  Cited from 
Isa. 40:3; See Matt. 3:3 25u  Matt. 3:6; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3, 7 26v  Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:7, 8; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; 13:25 27w  ver. 15, 30 

1 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 2 That is, about 4 p.m. 3 Greek him 4 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 

1 Or grace in place of grace 2 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 3 Greek in the bosom of the Father 4 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness 
make straight 

sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things 
took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, x the Lamb of God, who 
y takes away the sin z of the world! 30 This is he of 
whom I said, a ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself 
did not know him, but b for this purpose I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed 
to Israel.” 32 And John c bore witness: d “I saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and e it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, 
but f  he who sent me to baptize g with water said 
to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, h this is he who baptizes g with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son1 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with 

two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he 
walked by and said, “Behold, i the Lamb of God!” 
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them fol-
lowing and said to them, j “What are you seeking?” 

And they said to him, k “Rabbi” (which means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to 
them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and 
saw where he was staying, and they stayed with 
him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.2 
40 l One of the two who heard John speak and fol-
lowed Jesus3 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and said 
to him, “We have found m the Messiah” (which 
means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of 
n John. You shall be called o Cephas” (which means 
p Peter4).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 q The next day Jesus decided r to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44 Now s Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found t Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found him of whom u Moses 
in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus v of 
Nazareth, w the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to 
him, x “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, 
“Behold, y an Israelite indeed, z in whom there is 
no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How a do you 
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip 

comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from h his fullness we have all 
received, i grace upon grace.1 17 For j the law was 
given through Moses; k grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 l No one has ever seen God; 
m the only God,2 who is at the Father’s side,3 n he has 
made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the o testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, p “Who are you?” 20 q He confessed, and did not 
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And 
they asked him, “What then? rAre you Elijah?” He 

said, “I am not.” “Are you s the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are 
you? We need to give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
“I am t the voice of one crying out in the wilder-
ness, ‘Make straight4 the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
25 They asked him, u “Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26 John answered them, v “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even w  he who comes after me, the strap of whose 

FAC T

Finding their true master. John reports that two of 
Jesus’ disciples had previously followed John the 
Baptist (1:35–40). One of them was Andrew; the 
other was probably John himself. They believed John 
the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus, and became 
his disciples instead.

PRoFILE

Zechariah and Elizabeth were childless and advanced 
in age when Gabriel announced that Elizabeth would 
bear a son. The baby would be named John, and he 
would “be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother’s womb” (Luke 1:15). John the Baptist lived 
and preached in the wilderness of Judea, where he 
wore clothes made of camel’s hair and ate locusts 
and wild honey (Mark 1:4–6). John prepared the 
way for Jesus the Messiah by calling people to 
repentance, as the OT prophets had predicted (Isa. 
40:3; Mal. 3:1). Those who accepted his message 
were baptized as an outward sign of their inward 
cleansing from sin. Although Jesus needed no 
repentance or cleansing, he was baptized by John 
in order to identify with the sinful people he came 
to save. After angering the royal Herod family, John 
was imprisoned and eventually beheaded (Matt. 
14:6–12). (John 1:29–34)

Jesus Is God: Specific Examples Where Greek 
Theos (“God”) Is Applied to Jesus

John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:18
No one has ever seen God; the only God, 
who is at the Father’s side, he has made 
him known.

John 20:28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!”

Rom. 9:5
To them belong the patriarchs, and from 
their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ 
who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

Titus 2:13
. . . waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ . . . 

Heb. 1:8
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, 
is forever and ever, the scepter of 
uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.”

2 Pet. 1:1
To those who have obtained a faith of equal 
standing with ours by the righteousness of 
our God and Savior Jesus Christ . . .

The First Week of Jesus’ Ministry

Day 1 John the Baptist’s witness concerning 
Jesus 

1:19–28

Day 2 John the Baptist’s encounter with Jesus 1:29–34

Day 3 John the Baptist’s referral of disciples to 
Jesus 

1:35–39

Day 4 Andrew’s introduction of his brother 
Peter to Jesus 

1:40–42

Day 5 The recruitment of Philip and Nathanael 1:43–51

Day 6

Day 7 The wedding at Cana 2:1–11
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TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet 
the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15  (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23  He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing 
with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is 
he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne 
witness that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 

36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you 
seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they 
came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, 
for it was about the tenth hour.1 40 One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found 
his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(which means Christ). 42  He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him 
and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” 
(which means Peter1).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 

said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do 
you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, 
“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You 
will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. 2  Jesus also was invited to the wedding 

with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does 
this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to 
the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of puri-
fication, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, 
“Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he 
said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” 
So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 
10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine 
until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

12  After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his 
brothers1 and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

14  In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15  And making a whip 
of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. 
And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned 
their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things 
away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 
things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build 
this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking 
about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed 
the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed 

in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on 
his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 
25  and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew 
what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, 

we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these 
signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? 
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23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, impris-
oned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our 
guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 
25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for 
in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are 
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

Sons and Heirs

4 I  mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a 
slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guard-

ians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we 
also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles 
of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth 
his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because 
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God.

Paul’s Concern for the Galatians
8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those 

that by nature are not gods. 9 But now that you have come to know God, 
or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak 
and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want 
to be once more? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years! 
11 I am afraid I may have labored over you in vain.

12 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you 
are. You did me no wrong. 13 You know it was because of a bodily ailment 
that I preached the gospel to you at first, 14 and though my condition was 
a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an angel 
of God, as Christ Jesus. 15 What then has become of your blessedness? For I 
testify to you that, if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and 
given them to me. 16 Have I then become your enemy by telling you the 
truth? 17 They make much of you, but for no good purpose. They want to 
shut you out, that you may make much of them. 18 It is always good to be 
made much of for a good purpose, and not only when I am pres ent with 
you, 19 my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth 
until Christ is formed in you! 20 I wish I could be pres ent with you now 
and change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.

Example of Hagar and Sarah
21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the 

law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman 
and one by a free woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born according 
to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise. 
24 Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two cove-
nants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 
25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the pres ent 
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26  But the Jerusalem 
above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written,

 “ Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
  break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!
  For the children of the desolate one will be more
  than those of the one who has a husband.”

28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at 
that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who 
was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But what does the 
Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the 
slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 31  So, 
brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.

Christ Has Set Us Free

5 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery.

2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will 
be of no advantage to you. 3  I  testify again to every man who accepts 
circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. 4 You are severed 
from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away 
from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for 
the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love.

7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 
8 This persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the 
whole lump. 10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other 
view, and the one who is troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he 
is. 11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being per-
secuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been removed. 12 I wish 
those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your free-
dom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 
14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you 
are not consumed by one another.

Keep in Step with the Spirit
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 

the flesh. 17  For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the 
desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each 
other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18 But if you are 
led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh 
are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20  idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, 
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you 
before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self- control; against such things there 
is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires.

25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let 
us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

Bear One Another’s Burdens

6 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are 
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on 

yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2  Bear one another’s burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one test his own work, and 
then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. 
5 For each will have to bear his own load.

6 Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one 
who teaches. 7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one 
sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will 
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will 
from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, 
for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are 
of the household of faith.

Final Warning and Benediction
11 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 

12 It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would 
force you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be per-
secuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For even those who are circumcised do 
not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that 
they may boast in your flesh. 14 But far be it from me to boast except in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified 
to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision counts for anything, 
nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And as for all who walk by this 
rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.

17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the 
marks of Jesus.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

TH E LET TER OF PAU L T O TH E

GA L ATI A NS
Greeting

1 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus 
Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all 

the brothers who are with me,
To the churches of Galatia:
3  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the pres ent evil 
age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

No Other Gospel
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you 

in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that 
there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to dis-
tort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be 
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preach-
ing to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.

10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I try-
ing to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a 
servant of Christ.

Paul Called by God
11  For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was 

preached by me is not man’s gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any 
man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I perse-
cuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14  And I was 
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so 
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when he 
who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, 
16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him 
among the Gentiles, I  did not immediately consult with anyone; 17 nor 
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went 
away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.

18  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and 
remained with him fifteen days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles 
except James the Lord’s brother. 20  (In what I am writing to you, before 
God, I  do not lie!) 21  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 
22 And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in 
Christ. 23 They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is 
now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they glorified 
God because of me.

Paul Accepted by the Apostles

2 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 
taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation and set 

before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the 
gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was 
not running or had not run in vain. 3 But even Titus, who was with me, 
was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. 4 Yet because of 
false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom 
that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— 
5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the 
truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 6  And from those who 
seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God 
shows no partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing 
to me. 7 On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with 
the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with 
the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for his 
apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine 
to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to 
be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right 
hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles 
and they to the circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, 
the very thing I was eager to do.

Paul Opposes Peter
11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because 

he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he was 
eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated 
himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted 
hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by 
their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with 
the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a 
Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles 
to live like Jews?”

Justified by Faith
15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know 
that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law 
no one will be justified.

17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to 
be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I rebuild 
what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19 For through the 
law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified 
with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me. 21  I  do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.

By Faith, or by Works of the Law?

3 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes 
that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you 

only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with 
faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed 
it was in vain? 5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles 
among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith— 6 just 
as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”?

7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And 
the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the 
nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith.

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith
10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, 

“Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book 
of the Law, and do them.” 11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before 
God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” 12 But the law is 
not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” 13 Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for 
it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that 
we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.

The Law and the Promise
15  To give a human example, brothers: even with a man- made cove-

nant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. 16 Now the 
promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, 
“And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your 
offspring,” who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 
years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so 
as to make the promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it 
no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.

19 Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the 
offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and it was 
put in place through angels by an intermediary. 20 Now an intermediary 
implies more than one, but God is one.

21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a 
law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed 
be by the law. 22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that 
the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
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1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 
2:1 4 Or Land; also verses 11, 12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 5 Or small plants; also verses 12, 29 6 Or appointed times 

The Word Became Flesh

1  ¶ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.

 2  He was in the beginning with God.
 3  All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made.
 4  In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men.
 5  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 
 6  ¶ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
 7  He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him.
 8  He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9  ¶ The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world.
 10  He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him.
 11  He came to his own,1 and his own people1 did not receive him.
 12  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God,
 13  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God. 
 14  ¶ And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son1 from the Father, full of grace and truth.
 15  (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”)
 16  For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.1

 17  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.
 18  No one has ever seen God; the only God,1 who is at the Father’s side,1 
he has made him known. 

The Testimony of John the Baptist
 19  ¶ And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
 20  He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”
 21  And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am 
not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”
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 3 Gen esis 2:23Gen esis 1:20 2

1 Or open country 2 Or earth; also verse 6 3 Or spring 4 Or when you eat 5 Or corresponding to; also verse 20 6 Or And out of 
the ground the Lord God formed 7 Or the man 8 Hebrew built 9 The Hebrew words for woman (ishshah) and man (ish) 
sound alike 

1 Or flying things; see Leviticus 11:19–20 2 The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and 
becomes the proper name Adam 

 5 ¶ When no bush of the field1 was yet in the land2 and no small plant 
of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to 
rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground,
 6 and a mist3 was going up from the land and was watering the whole 
face of the ground—
 7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 
creature.
 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there 
he put the man whom he had formed.
 9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree 
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 10 ¶ A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided 
and became four rivers.
 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around 
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.
 12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.
 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed 
around the whole land of Cush.
 14 And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of 
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 15 ¶ The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden 
to work it and keep it.
 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden,
 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat4 of it you shall surely die.” 
 18 ¶ Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper fit for5 him.”
 19 Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed6 every beast of 
the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to 
see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living 
creature, that was its name.
 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens 
and to every beast of the field. But for Adam7 there was not found a helper 
fit for him.
 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while 
he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made8 
into a woman and brought her to the man.
 23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”9 

 20 ¶ And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living crea-
tures, and let birds1 fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.”
 21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that 
moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”
 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
 24 ¶ And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures accord-
ing to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth 
according to their kinds.” And it was so.
 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and 
the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the 
ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 26 ¶ Then God said, “Let us make man2 in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. 
 28 ¶ And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.”
 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You 
shall have them for food.
 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and 
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.
 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

The Seventh Day, God Rests

2  ¶ Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of 
them.

 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and 
he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.
 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God 
rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 

The Creation of Man and Woman
 4 ¶ These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own 
domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 
6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4  In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5  The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his own 
people3 did not receive him. 12  But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15  (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16  For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.5 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen God; the only God,6 who is at the 
Father’s side,7 he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23  He said, “I  am a the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, 
“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 
the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among 
you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap 
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Actual type size

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is 
implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom 
of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 

through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In 
him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a wit-
ness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not receive 
him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16  For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 he has made him known.

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you 
do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am 
not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom 
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1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 
2:1 4 Or Land; also verses 11, 12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 5 Or small plants; also verses 12, 29 6 Or appointed times 

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own,1 and his own 
people1 did not receive him. 12  But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son1 from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace.1 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,1 who 
is at the Father’s side,1 he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
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J O H N  3:3 887

(which means Christ). 42  He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter1).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael com-
ing toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And 
he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,2 you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wed-
ding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not 
yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each hold-
ing twenty or thirty gallons.3 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8  And he said to 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. 9  When 
the master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12  After this he went down to Capernaum, 
with his mother and his brothers4 and his dis-
ciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written, a “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20  The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple,5 and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself 
to them, because he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for 
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to Jesus6 by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3  Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 

1 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 2 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 3 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a 
metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 4 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) 
may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 5 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 6 Greek him a Ps. 69:9 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied 
in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father 7 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness 
make straight 8 That is, about 4 p.m. 9 Greek him 10 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively a Isa. 40:3 

T h e  G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n G  T o

J o h n
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 

in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7  He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8  He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his 
own people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, 13  who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.4 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews 

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” 20  He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 21  And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need 
to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
25  They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26  John answered them, “I  baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose 
sandal I  am not worthy to untie.” 28  These things 
took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 

and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30  This is he of whom I  said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore 
witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like 
a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not 
know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34  And I  have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing with 

two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he 
walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
37  The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them follow-
ing and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where he 
was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for 
it was about the tenth hour.8 40 One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed Jesus9 was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41  He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought 
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” 
(which means Peter10).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses 
in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, 
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you 
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip 
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 
answered him, “Because I  said to you, ‘I  saw you 
under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his 
own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; 
some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3 

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15  (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 
16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 he 
has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not 
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
“I am a the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight8 the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26  John answered them, “I  baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied 
in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 
8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him 12 Cephas and Peter are from the word for 
rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively a Isa. 40:3 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 

in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7  He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8  He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his 
own people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, 13  who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son4 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.5 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews 

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” 20  He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 21  And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need 
to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight8 the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you 
are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26  John answered them, “I  baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he 
who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am 
not worthy to untie.” 28  These things took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 

and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30  This is he of whom I  said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore 
witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like 
a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not 
know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34  And I  have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two 

of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked 
by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you stay-
ing?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth 
hour.10 40 One of the two who heard John speak and 
followed Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to 
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at 
him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You 
shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter12).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses 
in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, 
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you 
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip 
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 
answered him, “Because I  said to you, ‘I  saw you 
under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3  All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, 
that all might believe through him. 8 He 
was not the light, but came to bear wit-
ness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to his own, 
and his own people did not receive him. 
12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, 
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his full-
ness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17 For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; 
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I  am not.” “Are 
you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are 
you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23  He said, “I  am the voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither 
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you 
do not know, 27 even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world! 30  This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 
31 I myself did not know him, but for this 
purpose I came baptizing with water, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32  And John bore witness: “I  saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son 
of God.”
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THE G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, 13 who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17  For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only 
God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made 
him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when 

the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He 
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21  And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 
27  even he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 
31 I myself did not know him, but for this 
purpose I came baptizing with water, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John 
bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent 
me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, 

1 The Hebrew word used here for man includes both men and women (see 1:27) and refers to the entire human race (see Preface) 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3  All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, 
that all might believe through him. 8 He 
was not the light, but came to bear wit-
ness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to his own, 
and his own people did not receive him. 
12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, 
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his full-
ness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17 For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; 
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I  am not.” “Are 
you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are 
you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23  He said, “I  am the voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither 
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26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you 
do not know, 27 even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world! 30  This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 
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 1329 Joh n 2:4

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.  2 He was in the 
beginning with God.  3  All things 
were made through him, and with-
out him was not any thing made that 
was made.  4  In him was life,1 and 
the life was the light of men.  5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John.  7 He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through 
him.  8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light 
to everyone, was coming into the 
world.  10  He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him.  
11 He came to his own,2 and his own 
people3 did not receive him.  12  But 
to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God,  
13 who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son4 
from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.  15  (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he 

was before me.’ ”)  16  For from his 
fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace.5  17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ.  18 No one 
has ever seen God; the only God,6 
who is at the Father’s side,7 he has 
made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the testimony of 

John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?”  20 He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I  am 
not the Christ.”  21  And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I  am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”  
22 So they said to him, “Who are you? 
We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?”  23 He said, “I am a the voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight8 the way of the Lord,’ 
as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from 
the Pharisees.)  25  They asked him, 
“Then why are you baptizing, if you 
are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, 
nor the Prophet?”  26 John answered 
them, “I  baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not 
know,  27  even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am 
not worthy to untie.”  28 These things 
took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his 
own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; 
some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3

1 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 2 That is, about 4 p.m. 3 Greek him 4 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic 
and Greek, respectively 5 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus com-

ing toward him, and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!  30 This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he 
was before me.’  31  I  myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I 
came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.”  32 And 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him.  33 I myself 
did not know him, but he who sent 
me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  34 And 
I have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son1 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was 

standing with two of his disciples,  
36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked 
by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God!”  37  The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed 
Jesus.  38 Jesus turned and saw them 
following and said to them, “What 
are you seeking?” And they said to 
him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?”  39 He said 
to them, “Come and you will see.” 
So they came and saw where he was 
staying, and they stayed with him 
that day, for it was about the tenth 
hour.2  40 One of the two who heard 
John speak and followed Jesus3 was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  41 He 
first found his own brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means Christ).  
42  He brought him to Jesus. Jesus 

looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be 
called Cephas” (which means Peter4).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43  The next day Jesus decided to 

go to Galilee. He found Philip and 
said to him, “Follow me.”  44  Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter.  45 Philip found 
Na than a el and said to him, “We have 
found him of whom Moses in the 
Law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  
46  Nathanael said to him, “Can any-
thing good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”  
47  Jesus saw Na than a el coming 
toward him and said of him, “Behold, 
an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
is no deceit!”  48  Na than a el said to 
him, “How do you know me?” Jesus 
answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, 
I  saw you.”  49  Na than a el answered 
him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!”  50  Jesus 
answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you 
believe? You will see greater things 
than these.”  51  And he said to him, 
“Truly, truly, I  say to you,5 you will 
see heaven opened, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on 
the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a 
wedding at Cana in Galilee, and 

the mother of Jesus was there.  2 Jesus 
also was invited to the wedding with 
his disciples.  3  When the wine ran 
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, 
“They have no wine.”  4  And Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, what does this 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, 
or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some 
manuscripts the only Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father a Isa. 40:3 

THE G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through 
him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 
4  In him was life,1 and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He 
was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives 
light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11  He came to 
his own,2 and his own people3 
did not receive him. 12  But to 
all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children 
of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but 
of God.

14 And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 15 (John bore 
witness about him, and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon 
grace.4 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No 
one has ever seen God; the only 
God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of 

John, when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He 
confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 22 So they 
said to him, “Who are you? We 
need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am 
a the voice of one crying out in the 
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T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was 
God. 2

 He was in the begin-
ning with God. 3

  All things 
were made through him, and 
without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 
4

 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5

  The 
light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not over-
come it.

6
 There was a man sent from 

God, whose name was John. 
7

 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that 
all might believe through 
him. 8

 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness 
about the light.

9
 The true light, which gives 

light to everyone, was com-
ing into the world. 10

 He was 
in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet 
the world did not know him. 
11

 He came to his own, and his 

own people did not receive 
him. 12

  But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, 
13

  who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God.

14
  And the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15

 (John bore wit-
ness about him, and cried 
out, “This was he of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16

  For 
from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 
17

  For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18

 No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at 
the Father’s side, he has made 
him known.

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own 
people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 6 Greek in the 
bosom of the Father a Isa. 40:3 

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2
 He was 

in the beginning with God. 3
 All 

things were made through him, 
and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 4

 In 
him was life,1 and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it.

6
 There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John. 7 He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8

  He was not the 
light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.

9
 The true light, which gives light 

to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10

 He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 
11

 He came to his own,2 and his own 
people3 did not receive him. 12

 But 
to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 
13

 who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14
  And the Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15

 (John bore wit-
ness about him, and cried out, 
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 
16

 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.4 17

 For 
the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18

  No one has ever 
seen God; the only God,5 who is 
at the Father’s side,6 he has made 
him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19

 And this is the testimony of 
John, when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 20

  He con-
fessed, and did not deny, but con-
fessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21

 And 
they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22

 So they said to 
him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23

 He said, “I am a the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, 

T h e  G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n G  T o

J o h n
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T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3  All things 
were made through him, and with-
out him was not any thing made 
that was made. 4 In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through 
him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light 
to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 
11 He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15  (John bore witness 
about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his 
fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18  No 
one has ever seen God; the only 

God, who is at the Father’s side, he 
has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of 

John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am 
not the Christ.” 21 And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I  am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22 So they said to him, “Who are you? 
We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ 
as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from 
the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, 
“Then why are you baptizing, if you 
are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, 
nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I  baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not 
know, 27 even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am 
not worthy to untie.” 28 These things 
took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus com-

ing toward him, and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30 This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he 
was before me.’ 31 I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I 
came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
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wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3  All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 
and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a wit
ness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. 8 He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his 
own people3 did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore wit
ness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.4 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 
ever seen God; the only God,5 who is at the 
Father’s side,6 he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22  So they said to him, “Who are you? 
We need to give an answer to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither 
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do 
not know, 27 even he who comes after me, 
the strap of whose sandal I am not wor
thy to untie.” 28 These things took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus com

ing toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself 
did not know him, but for this purpose 
I  came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John 
bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own 
people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 6 Greek in the 
bosom of the Father 7 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3 

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3  All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 
and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a wit
ness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. 8 He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his 
own people3 did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore wit
ness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.4 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 
ever seen God; the only God,5 who is at the 
Father’s side,6 he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22  So they said to him, “Who are you? 
We need to give an answer to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither 
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do 
not know, 27 even he who comes after me, 
the strap of whose sandal I am not wor
thy to untie.” 28 These things took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus com

ing toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself 
did not know him, but for this purpose 
I  came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John 
bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
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shall not eat, for in the day that you eat1 
of it you shall surely die.”

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; 
I  will make him a helper fit for2 him.” 
19 Now out of the ground the Lord God 
had formed3 every beast of the field and 
every bird of the heavens and brought 
them to the man to see what he would 
call them. And whatever the man called 
every living creature, that was its name. 
20  The man gave names to all livestock 
and to the birds of the heavens and to 
every beast of the field. But for Adam4 
there was not found a helper fit for him. 
21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon the man, and while he slept 
took one of his ribs and closed up its place 
with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord 
God had taken from the man he made5 
into a woman and brought her to the man. 
23 Then the man said,

 “ This at last is bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh;
  she shall be called Woman,
  because she was taken out of 

Man.”6

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the 
man and his wife were both naked and 
were not ashamed.

The Fall

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than 
any other beast of the field that the 

Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actu-

ally say, ‘You7 shall not eat of any tree in 
the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is 
in the midst of the garden, neither shall 

you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the ser-
pent said to the woman, “You will not 
surely die. 5 For God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise,8 she took 
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some 
to her husband who was with her, and he 
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked. And 
they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths.

8  And they heard the sound of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool9 of the day, and the man and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. 
9 But the Lord God called to the man and 
said to him, “Where are you?”10 10 And 
he said, “I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, 
she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, 
“What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 
and I ate.”

14 The Lord God said to the serpent,

 “ Because you have done this,
  cursed are you above all livestock
  and above all beasts of the field;
  on your belly you shall go,
  and dust you shall eat
  all the days of your life.
15   I will put enmity between you and 

the woman,
  and between your offspring11 and 

her offspring;
1 The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes the proper name Adam 2 Or open country 3 Or earth; 
also verse 6 4 Or spring 

ground according to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man1 
in our image, after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.”

27   So God created man in his own 
image,

  in the image of God he created 
him;

  male and female he created them.

28 And God blessed them. And God said 
to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it, and have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over every liv-
ing thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And 
God said, “Behold, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is on the face of all 
the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And 
to every beast of the earth and to every 
bird of the heavens and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that 
has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And 
God saw everything that he had made, 
and behold, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day.

The Seventh Day, God Rests

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all the host of them. 

2 And on the seventh day God finished 
his work that he had done, and he rested 
on the seventh day from all his work that 
he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh 
day and made it holy, because on it God 
rested from all his work that he had done 
in creation.

The Creation of Man and Woman
 4   These are the generations
  of the heavens and the earth when 

they were created,
  in the day that the Lord God made 

the earth and the heavens.

5 When no bush of the field2 was yet in 
the land3 and no small plant of the field 
had yet sprung up—for the Lord God 
had not caused it to rain on the land, and 
there was no man to work the ground, 
6 and a mist4 was going up from the land 
and was watering the whole face of the 
ground— 7 then the Lord God formed 
the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and the man became a living crea-
ture. 8 And the Lord God planted a gar-
den in Eden, in the east, and there he 
put the man whom he had formed. 9 And 
out of the ground the Lord God made 
to spring up every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food. The tree 
of life was in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.

10 A river flowed out of Eden to water 
the garden, and there it divided and 
became four rivers. 11  The name of the 
first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed 
around the whole land of Havilah, where 
there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is 
good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 
13  The name of the second river is the 
Gihon. It is the one that flowed around 
the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name 
of the third river is the Tigris, which flows 
east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the 
Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely eat of 
every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you 
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PSALM 1 | The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked 11

P S A L M  1

§

   Blessed is the man
  who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
  nor stands in the way of sinners,
  nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
 2   but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
  and on his law he meditates day and night.

 3   He is like a tree
  planted by streams of water
  that yields its fruit in its season,
  and its leaf does not wither.
  In all that he does, he prospers.
 4   The wicked are not so,
  but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

 5   Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment,

  nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous;

 6   for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
  but the way of the wicked will perish.

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6
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3 All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life 
was the light of men. 5  The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8  He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He came to 
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his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.1 17  For the 
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THE GOS PEL AC COR D ING TO

JOHN

The Word Be came Flesh

1 In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was 
God. 2  He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. 5  The 
light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8  He was 
not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives 
light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10  He was in the 
world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to be
come children of God, 13  who 
were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and 

we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Fa ther, 
full of grace and truth. 15  (John 
bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his full
ness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. 17  For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God; the 
only God, who is at the Fa ther’s 
side, he has made him known.

The Tes ti mo ny of John the 
Bap tist

19  And this is the testimony 
of John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Le vites from Je
ru sa lem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20  He confessed, and did 
not deny, but confessed, “I am 
not the Christ.” 21 And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Eli
jah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the Proph et?” And he an
swered, “No.” 22  So they said to 
him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about your
self?” 23 He said, “I am  the voice 
of one crying out in the wilder
ness, ‘Make straight the way of 
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coins of the money- changers and 
overturned their tables. 16 And he 
told those who sold the pigeons, 
“Take these things away; do not 
make my Fa ther’s house a house 
of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written,  “Zeal 
for your house will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, 
“What sign do you show us for 
doing these things?” 19 Jesus an-
swered them, “De stroy this tem-
ple, and in three days I will raise 
it up.” 20  The Jews then said, “It 
has taken forty- six years to build 
this temple, and will you raise it 
up in three days?” 21 But he was 
speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22  When therefore he was 
raised from the dead, his disci-
ples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the 
Scrip ture and the word that Jesus 
had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Je-

ru sa lem at the Pass over Feast, 
many believed in his name when 
they saw the signs that he was 
doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did 
not entrust himself to them, be-
cause he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness 
about man, for he himself knew 
what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the 
Phar i sees named Nic o de mus, 

a ruler of the Jews. 2  This man 

came to Jesus by night and said 
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you 
are a teacher come from God, for 
no one can do these signs that 
you do unless God is with him.” 
3  Jesus answered him, “Truly, 
truly, I  say to you, unless one 
is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can a man be 
born when he is old? Can he enter 
a second time into his mother’s 
womb and be born?” 5 Jesus an-
swered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and 
the Spir it, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6  That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spir it 
is spirit. 7  Do not marvel that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born 
again.’ 8 The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear its sound, 
but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So 
it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spir it.”

9  Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” 
10 Jesus answered him, “Are you 
the teacher of Is ra el and yet you 
do not understand these things? 
11  Truly, truly, I say to you, we 
speak of what we know, and 
bear witness to what we have 
seen, but you do not receive our 
testimony. 12  If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13 No 
one has ascended into heaven 

wrote, Jesus of Naz a reth, the son 
of Jo seph.” 46 Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good come 
out of Naz a reth?” Phil ip said to 
him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw 
Na than a el coming toward him 
and said of him, “Be hold, an Is ra-
el ite indeed, in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, 
“How do you know me?” Jesus an-
swered him, “Be fore Phil ip called 
you, when you were under the fig 
tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael an-
swered him, “Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God! You are the King of 
Is ra el!” 50  Jesus answered him, 
“Be cause I said to you, ‘I  saw 
you under the fig tree,’ do you be-
lieve? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51 And he said to him, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 
see heaven opened, and the angels 
of God ascending and descend-
ing on the Son of Man.”

The Wed ding at Cana

2 On the third day there was 
a wedding at Cana in Gal-

i lee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. 2  Jesus also was in-
vited to the wedding with his 
disciples. 3  When the wine ran 
out, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.” 4 And 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? 
My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 
mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6  Now there were six stone 
water jars there for the Jew-

ish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gal-
lons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, 
“Fill the jars with water.” And 
they filled them up to the brim. 
8 And he said to them, “Now draw 
some out and take it to the mas-
ter of the feast.” So they took it. 
9  When the master of the feast 
tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where 
it came from (though the ser-
vants who had drawn the water 
knew), the master of the feast 
called the bridegroom 10  and 
said to him, “Ev ery one serves the 
good wine first, and when peo-
ple have drunk freely, then the 
poor wine. But you have kept the 
good wine until now.” 11  This, 
the first of his signs, Jesus did at 
Cana in Gal i lee, and manifested 
his glory. And his disciples be-
lieved in him.

12  After this he went down 
to Ca per na um, with his mother 
and his brothers and his disci-
ples, and they stayed there for 
a few days.

Jesus Cleans es the Tem ple
13  The Pass over of the Jews 

was at hand, and Jesus went 
up to Je ru sa lem. 14  In the tem-
ple he found those who were sell-
ing oxen and sheep and pigeons, 
and the money- changers sitting 
there. 15  And making a whip of 
cords, he drove them all out of 
the temple, with the sheep and 
oxen. And he poured out the 
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(which means Christ). 42  He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter1).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael com-
ing toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And 
he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,2 you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wed-
ding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not 
yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each hold-
ing twenty or thirty gallons.3 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8  And he said to 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. 9  When 
the master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12  After this he went down to Capernaum, 
with his mother and his brothers4 and his dis-
ciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written, a “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20  The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple,5 and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself 
to them, because he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for 
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to Jesus6 by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3  Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 

1 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 2 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 3 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a 
metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 4 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) 
may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 5 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 6 Greek him a Ps. 69:9 
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1 That is, about 4 p.m. 2 Cephas in Aramaic and Peter in Greek both mean rock 3 Or brothers and sisters (see Preface) 

T H E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked 
him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize 
with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even 
he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not wor-
thy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know 
him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And 
I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his 

disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him 
say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them 
following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with 
him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.1 40 One of the 
two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter2).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 

Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him 
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
is no deceit!” 48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under 
the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited 

to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My 
hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish 
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw 
some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took 
it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the ser-
vants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast 
called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the 
poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, 
the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and mani-
fested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother 
and his brothers3 and his disciples, and they stayed there for 
a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up 

to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling 
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n the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word 

was God. 2
 He was in the 

beginning with God. 
3

 All things were made 

through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. 4
 In him was life,1 

and the life was the light of men. 5
 The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.

6
 There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. 7
 He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe 

through him. 8
 He was not the light, but came 

to bear witness about the light.

9
 The true light, which enlightens every-

one, was coming into the world. 10
 He was in 

the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world did not know him. 11
 He 

came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 

receive him. 12
 But to all who did receive him, 

who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God, 13
 who were born, not 

of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God.

14
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 

of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. 15
 ( John bore witness about him, and 

cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 

who comes after me ranks before me, because 

he was before me.’ ”) 16
 And from his fullness we 

have all received, grace upon grace. 17
 For the 

law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. 18
 No one has ever 

seen God; the only God,4 who is at the Father’s 

side,5 he has made him known.

19
 And this is the testimony of John, when 

the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 

to ask him, “Who are you?” 20
 He confessed, 

and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 

Christ.” 21
 And they asked him, “What then? Are 

you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22
 So they 

said to him, “Who are you? We need to give 

an answer to those who sent us. What do you 

say about yourself ?” 23
 He said, “I am the voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 

straight6 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 

Isaiah said.”

24
 (Now they had been sent from the 

Pharisees.) 25
 They asked him, “Then why are 

you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 

nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26
 John answered 

them, “I baptize with water, but among you 

stands one you do not know, 27
 even he who 

comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 

am not worthy to untie.” 28
 These things took 

place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 

was baptizing.
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its light r will the nations walk, and the kings 
of the earth s will bring their glory into it, 
25 and t its gates will never be shut by day—
and u there will be no night there. 26 They will 
bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations. 27 But v nothing unclean will ever 
enter it, nor anyone who does what is detest-
able or false, but only those who are written 
in the Lamb’s w  book of life.

The River of Life

22 Then the angel1 showed me x the river 
of y the water of life, bright as crys-

tal, flowing from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb 2 through the middle of z the street 
of the city; a also, on either side of the river, 
b the tree of life2 with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of 
the tree were c for the healing of the nations. 
3 d No longer will there be anything accursed, 
but e the throne of God and of the Lamb will 
be in it, and f  his servants will worship him. 
4 g They will see his face, and h his name will 
be on their foreheads. 5 And i night will be no 
more. They will need no light of lamp j or sun, 
for k the Lord God will be their light, and l they 
will reign forever and ever.

Jesus Is Coming
6 And he said to me, m “These words are 

trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God 
of n the spirits of the prophets, o has sent his 
angel to show his servants what must soon 
take place.”

7 “And behold, p I am coming soon. q Blessed 
is the one who keeps the words of the proph-
ecy of this book.”

8 I, r John, am the one who heard and saw 
these things. And when I heard and saw them, 
s I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel 
who showed them to me, 9 s but he said to me, 
“You must not do that! I am a fellow servant 
with you and your brothers the prophets, and 
with those m who keep the words of this book. 
Worship God.”

10 And he said to me, t “Do not seal up the 

words of the prophecy of this book, for the 
time is near. 11 u Let the evildoer still do evil, 
and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous 
still do right, and the holy still be holy.”

12 “Behold, v I am coming soon, w bringing 
my recompense with me, x to repay each one 
for what he has done. 13 y I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, z the first and the last, a the begin-
ning and the end.”

14 Blessed are those who b wash their robes,3 
so that they may have the right to c the tree of 
life and that d they may enter the city by the 
gates. 15 e Outside are f the dogs g and sorcerers 
and the sexually immoral and murderers 
and idolaters, and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood.

16 h “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to 
you about these things i for the churches. I am 
j the root and k the descendant of David, l the 
bright morning star.”

17 The Spirit and m the Bride say, “Come.” And 
let the one who hears say, “Come.” And n let 
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who 
desires take the o water of life without price.

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of 
the prophecy of this book: p if anyone adds 
to them, God will add to him the plagues 
described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his share in 
q the tree of life and in r the holy city, which 
are described in this book.

20 He who testifies to these things says, 
“Surely s I am coming soon.” Amen. t Come, 
Lord Jesus!

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.4 
Amen.

1 Greek he 2 Or the Lamb. In the midst of the street of the city, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life 3 Some manuscripts do his commandments 
4 Some manuscripts all the saints 

24r  Isa. 60:3; [ch. 22:2] s  ver. 26; [Isa. 60:5, 16] 25t  Isa. 60:11 u  See ver. 23 27v  [ch. 22:14, 15; 
Isa. 35:8; 52:1; Ezek. 44:9; Joel 3:17; Zech. 14:21] w  See ch. 3:5 Chapter 22 1x  Ezek. 47:1; Zech. 
14:8; [Ps. 46:4] y  See ch. 21:6 2z  ch. 21:21 a  Ezek. 47:12 b  ver. 14, 19; ch. 2:7; Gen. 2:9 c  [ch. 
21:24] 3d  Zech. 14:11; [Gen. 3:17] e  ch. 21:3, 23; Ezek. 48:35 f  ch. 7:15 4g  Matt. 5:8; 1 Cor. 13:12; 
1 John 3:2 h  ch. 3:12; 7:3; 14:1 5i  ch. 21:25 j  See ch. 21:23 k  Ps. 36:9; See ch. 21:11 l  Dan. 7:18, 
27; Rom. 5:17; 2 Tim. 2:12; See ch. 20:4 6m  See ch. 21:5 n  1 Cor. 14:32 o  ch. 1:1 7p  ver. 12, 20; 
ch. 3:11 q  ch. 1:3 8r  ch. 1:1, 4, 9 s  ch. 19:10 9s  [See ver. 8 above] m  [See ver. 6 above] 10t  [ch. 
10:4] 11u  Ezek. 3:27; [Dan. 12:10; 2 Tim. 3:13] 12v  ver. 7, 20 w  Isa. 40:10; 62:11 x  See Matt. 
16:27 13y  See ch. 1:8 z  See ch. 1:17 a  ch. 21:6 14b  See ch. 7:14 c  ver. 2, 19 d  Ps. 118:20; See ch. 
21:27 15e  [Gal. 5:19-21]; See Matt. 8:12 f  See Phil. 3:2 g  See ch. 21:8 16h  ch. 1:1 i  ch. 1:4 j  See 
ch. 5:5 k  See Matt. 1:1 l  [ch. 2:28; Num. 24:17; Isa. 60:3; Matt. 2:2] 17m  ch. 21:2, 9 n  ch. 21:6; Isa. 
55:1; John 7:37 o  See ch. 21:6 18p  Deut. 4:2; 12:32; [Prov. 30:6] 19q  ver. 2, 14 r  See ch. 21:2 
20s  ver. 7, 12 t  [2 Tim. 4:8] 
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1 Or tabernacle 2 Some manuscripts peoples 3 Some manuscripts omit as their God 4 About 1,380 miles; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters 
5 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 

o earth and sky fled away, and p no place was 
found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great 
and small, standing before the throne, and 
q books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is r the book of life. And s the 
dead were judged by what was written in 
the books, t according to what they had done. 
13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, u Death and Hades gave up the dead who 
were in them, and they were judged, each one 
of them, t according to what they had done. 
14 Then u Death and Hades v were thrown into 
the lake of fire. This is w the second death, the 
lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not 
found written in the book of life, x he was 
thrown into the lake of fire.

The New Heaven and the New Earth

21 Then I saw y a new heaven and a new 
earth, for z the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and the sea was 
no more. 2 And I  saw a the holy city, b new 
Jerusalem, c coming down out of heaven from 
God, d prepared e as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Behold, f the dwelling place1 
of God is with man. He will g dwell with them, 
and they will be his people,2 and God himself 
will be with them as their God.3 4 h He will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
i death shall be no more, j neither shall there 
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.”

5 And k  he who was seated on the throne 
said, “Behold, I l am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this down, for m these 
words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he 
said to me, n “It is done! o I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end. p To 
the thirsty I will give from the spring of the 
water of life without payment. 7 q The one who 
conquers will have this heritage, and r I will be 
his God and s he will be my son. 8 t  But as for 
the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as 
for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcer-
ers, idolaters, and all liars, u their portion will 
be in v the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 
which is w the second death.”

The New Jerusalem
9 Then came x one of the seven angels who 

had the seven bowls full of y the seven last 

plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, 
I will show you z the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb.” 10 And a he carried me away in the 
Spirit to b a great, high mountain, and showed 
me the holy city Jerusalem coming down 
out of heaven from God, 11 c  having the glory 
of God, d its radiance e like a most rare jewel, 
like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, 
high wall, f with twelve gates, and at the gates 
twelve angels, and on the gates the names of 
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were 
inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on the 
north three gates, on the south three gates, 
and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall 
of the city had twelve g foundations, and h on 
them were the twelve names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb.

15 And the one who spoke with me i  had a 
measuring rod of gold to measure the city 
and its gates and walls. 16 The city lies four-
square, its length the same as its width. And 
he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 
stadia.4 Its length and width and height are 
equal. 17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits5 
by j human measurement, which is also k an 
angel’s measurement. 18 The wall was built of 
l jasper, while the city was pure gold, like l clear 
glass. 19 m The foundations of the wall of the 
city were adorned with every kind of jewel. 
The first was jasper, the second sapphire, 
the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the 
fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh 
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, 
the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, 
the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of 
a single pearl, and n the street of the city was 
pure gold, like transparent glass.

22 And o I saw no temple in the city, for its 
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. 23 And the city p has no need of sun or 
moon to shine on it, for q the glory of God 
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By 

11o  See Ps. 102:26 p  ch. 12:8; Dan. 2:35 12q  Dan. 7:10 r  See ch. 3:5 s  Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10; See 
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e  Isa. 61:10 3f  See Lev. 26:11, 12 g  [ch. 7:15] 4h  See ch. 7:17 i  [ch. 20:14; 1 Cor. 15:26] j  Isa. 
35:10; 51:11; 65:19 5k  ch. 4:2, 9; 5:1; 20:11 l  See 2 Cor. 5:17 m  ch. 22:6; [ch. 3:14; 19:11; 1 Tim. 
1:15] 6n  See ch. 10:6 o  ch. 1:8; 22:13 p  ch. 22:17; See John 4:10; 7:37 7q  ch. 2:7 r  ver. 3 s  See 
2 Cor. 6:18 8t  ch. 22:15; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10; Gal. 5:19-21; Eph. 5:5; 1 Tim. 1:9; Heb. 12:14 u  Luke 12:46 
v  ch. 19:20 w  ch. 2:11; 20:6, 14 9x  ch. 17:1 y  ch. 15:1 z  ver. 2 10a  ch. 17:3; [Ezek. 43:5] b  Ps. 87:1; 
Ezek. 40:2 11c  ver. 23; [ch. 22:5; Ps. 84:11; Ezek. 43:2, 4] d  [Matt. 5:14; Phil. 2:15] e  ch. 4:3, 6 
12f  Ezek. 48:31-34 14g  Heb. 11:10; [1 Cor. 3:11] h  Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:20 15i  See ch. 11:1 
17j  Deut. 3:11; [ch. 13:18] k  ver. 9 18l  ver. 11 19m  [Isa. 54:11, 12] 21n  ch. 22:2 22o  [John 4:23] 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 
3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father 
7 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 

T h e  G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n G  T o

J o h n

The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the 
Word was with God, and d the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 eAll things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 f In him was life,1 and g the life 
was the light of men. 5 h The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose 
name was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to 
bear witness about the light, l that all might 
believe through him. 8 m He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet o the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to p his own,2 and q his own people3 r did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, s who believed in his name, t  he gave the 
right u to become v children of God, 13 who 
w were born, x not of blood y nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and b dwelt 
among us, c and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
d grace and e truth. 15 (f John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, g ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
h his fullness we have all received, i grace upon 
grace.4 17 For j the law was given through 
Moses; k grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 l No one has ever seen God; m the 
only God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 n he 
has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the o testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, p “Who are you?” 20 q He 

confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? rAre you Elijah?” He said, “I 
am not.” “Are you s the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, “I am t the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24   (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, u “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, v “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even w  he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, x the Lamb of God, 
who y takes away the sin z of the world! 30 This 
is he of whom I said, a ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but b for 
this purpose I came baptizing with water, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John c bore witness: d “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and e it remained on 
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3:3; 1 Pet. 1:3] x  1 Pet. 1:23 y  ch. 3:6 14z  ver. 1 a  Rom. 1:3; 8:3; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:7, 8; Col. 1:22; 
1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 7; [ch. 6:51] b  Rev. 7:15; 21:3 c  ch. 2:11; Luke 9:32; 
2 Pet. 1:16, 17; 1 John 1:1; 4:14 d  See ver. 7 e  [ch. 14:6] 15f  See ver. 7 g  ver. 27, 30; See Matt. 3:11 
16h  Eph. 1:23; 3:19; 4:13; Col. 1:19; 2:9 i  [Matt. 25:29] 17j  ch. 7:19; Ex. 20:1 k  ver. 14; [Rom. 5:21] 
18l  ch. 5:37; 6:46; Ex. 33:20; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 4:12, 20; [ch. 12:45] m  ver. 14; See ch. 
3:16 n  [Matt. 11:27]; See ch. 3:32 19o  ch. 3:26 p  [ch. 8:25] 20q  ver. 8; ch. 3:28; Acts 13:25; [Luke 
3:15] 21r  [Matt. 11:14; 16:14] s  See Deut. 18:15, 18 23t  Cited from Isa. 40:3; See Matt. 3:3 
25u  Matt. 3:6; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3, 7 26v  Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:7, 8; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; 13:25 
27w  ver. 15, 30 29x  ver. 36; Ex. 12:3; Isa. 53:7; Acts 8:32; 1 Pet. 1:19; [Gen. 22:8; Rev. 5:6] y  1 John 
3:5; [Heb. 10:4, 11] z  [ch. 3:16, 17; 4:42; 12:47; 1 John 2:2; 4:14] 30a  ver. 15, 27 31b  Luke 1:17, 
76, 77 32c  See ver. 7 d  Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22 e  [Isa. 11:2; Acts 10:38] 
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Actual type size

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 
3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 
7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the 
Word was with God, and d the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 eAll things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 f In him was life,1 and g the life 
was the light of men. 5 h The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose 
name was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to 
bear witness about the light, l that all might 
believe through him. 8 m He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet o the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to p his own,2 and q his own people3 r did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, s who believed in his name, t  he gave the 
right u to become v children of God, 13 who 
w were born, x not of blood y nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and b dwelt 
among us, c and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of 
d grace and e truth. 15 (f John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, g ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
h his fullness we have all received, i grace upon 
grace.5 17 For j the law was given through 
Moses; k grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 l No one has ever seen God; m the 
only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 n he 
has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the o testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, p “Who are you?” 20 q He 

confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? rAre you Elijah?” He said, “I 
am not.” “Are you s the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, “I am t the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight8 the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24   (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, u “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, v “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even w  he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, x the Lamb of God, 
who y takes away the sin z of the world! 30 This 
is he of whom I said, a ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but b for 
this purpose I came baptizing with water, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John c bore witness: d “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and e it remained on 

Chapter 1 1a  Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] b  Rev. 19:13; 
[Heb. 4:12; 1 John 1:1] c  1 John 1:2; [ch. 17:5] d  Phil. 2:6 3e  ver. 10; Ps. 33:6; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; 
Heb. 1:2 4f  ch. 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 1:2; 5:11 g  ch. 8:12; 9:5; 12:46 5h  [ch. 3:19] 6i  ver. 33; ch. 
3:28; Mal. 3:1 j  Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:2 7k  ch. 3:26; 5:33 l  Acts 19:4 8m  ver. 20 9n  Isa. 49:6; 
1 John 2:8 10o  [ch. 16:3; 1 John 3:1] 11p  Matt. 21:38 q  ch. 13:1 r  ch. 5:43; [ch. 3:11, 32] 12s  See 
1 John 5:13 t  1 John 5:1 u  1 John 3:1; [Matt. 5:45] v  [Gal. 3:26]; See ch. 11:52 13w  James 1:18; [ch. 
3:3; 1 Pet. 1:3] x  1 Pet. 1:23 y  ch. 3:6 14z  ver. 1 a  Rom. 1:3; 8:3; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:7, 8; Col. 1:22; 
1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 7; [ch. 6:51] b  Rev. 7:15; 21:3 c  ch. 2:11; Luke 9:32; 
2 Pet. 1:16, 17; 1 John 1:1; 4:14 d  See ver. 7 e  [ch. 14:6] 15f  See ver. 7 g  ver. 27, 30; See Matt. 3:11 
16h  Eph. 1:23; 3:19; 4:13; Col. 1:19; 2:9 i  [Matt. 25:29] 17j  ch. 7:19; Ex. 20:1 k  ver. 14; [Rom. 5:21] 
18l  ch. 5:37; 6:46; Ex. 33:20; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 4:12, 20; [ch. 12:45] m  ver. 14; See ch. 
3:16 n  [Matt. 11:27]; See ch. 3:32 19o  ch. 3:26 p  [ch. 8:25] 20q  ver. 8; ch. 3:28; Acts 13:25; [Luke 
3:15] 21r  [Matt. 11:14; 16:14] s  See Deut. 18:15, 18 23t  Cited from Isa. 40:3; See Matt. 3:3 
25u  Matt. 3:6; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3, 7 26v  Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:7, 8; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; 13:25 
27w  ver. 15, 30 29x  ver. 36; Ex. 12:3; Isa. 53:7; Acts 8:32; 1 Pet. 1:19; [Gen. 22:8; Rev. 5:6] y  1 John 
3:5; [Heb. 10:4, 11] z  [ch. 3:16, 17; 4:42; 12:47; 1 John 2:2; 4:14] 30a  ver. 15, 27 31b  Luke 1:17, 
76, 77 32c  See ver. 7 d  Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22 e  [Isa. 11:2; Acts 10:38] 
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J o h n  3:219 93

1 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 2 Greek him 3 Or from above; the Greek is purposely ambiguous and can mean both again and from 
above; also verse 7 4 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 5 The Greek for you is plural here 6 The same Greek word means both wind 
and spirit 7 The Greek for you is plural here; also four times in verse 12 8 Some manuscripts add who is in heaven 9 Some interpreters hold that the 
quotation ends at verse 15 10 Or For this is how God loved the world 

changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip 
of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, 
with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out 
the coins of the money-changers and over-
turned their tables. 16 And he told those who 
sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; 
do not make w my Father’s house a house 
of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that 
it was written, x “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”

18 So the Jews said to him, y “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus 
answered them, z “Destroy this temple, and 
in three days a I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews 
then said, “It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple,1 and will you raise it up 
in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about 
b the temple of his body. 22 When therefore 
he was raised from the dead, c  his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they 
believed d the Scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
e when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus f on his part did not entrust him-
self to them, because g  he knew all people 
25 and needed no one to bear witness about 
man, for g he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named h Nicodemus, i a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to Jesus2 j by night and said 
to him, k “Rabbi, l we know that you are a 
teacher come from God, for no one can do 
these signs that you do m unless God is with 
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is n born o again3 he can-
not p see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can a man be born when 
he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born q of water and the Spirit, he can-
not enter the kingdom of God. 6 r That which 
is born of the flesh is s flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.4 7 t Do not marvel 
that I said to you, ‘You5 must be born u again.’ 

8 v The wind6 blows w where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, x “How can these 
things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you 
the teacher of Israel y and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, z we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but z you7 do 
not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13 a No one has b ascended into heaven except 
c he who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man.8 14 And d as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
e be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes f in him 
g may have eternal life.9

For God So Loved the World
16 “For h God so loved i the world,10 j that 

he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not k perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For l God did not send his Son into 
the world m to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through 
him. 18 n Whoever believes in him is not con-
demned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
o believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. 19 p And this is the judgment: q the light 
has come into the world, and r people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because 
s their works were evil. 20 t For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does 
not come to the light, u lest his works should 
be exposed. 21 But whoever v does what is true 
w comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his works have been carried out 
in God.”

16w  [ch. 14:2; Luke 2:49] 17x  Cited from Ps. 69:9 18y  ch. 4:48; 6:30; [Ex. 4:1, 8; 7:9]; See Matt. 
12:38 19z  [Matt. 26:61; 27:40; Mark 14:58; 15:29] a  ch. 10:18 21b  [ch. 1:14; 1 Cor. 6:19; Col. 2:9] 
22c  ch. 12:16; Luke 24:8 d  ch. 20:9; Ps. 16:10 23e  ch. 11:45 24f  [ch. 6:14, 15] g  ch. 1:48; 5:42; 
16:30; [ch. 6:61, 64]; See Matt. 9:4 25g  [See ver. 24 above] Chapter 3 1h  ch. 7:50; 19:39 i  See 
Luke 24:20 2j  [ch. 12:42] k  See ch. 1:38 l  [ch. 9:29; Matt. 22:16] m  Acts 10:38; [ch. 5:36; 9:33; 
Acts 2:22] 3n  See ch. 1:13 o  [2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; 1 Pet. 1:3, 23] p  ver. 36 5q  [Ezek. 36:25-27; 
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Eph. 5:26; Titus 3:5; Heb. 10:22] 6r  1 Cor. 15:50 s  ch. 6:63 7t  ch. 5:28 u  See 
ver. 3 8v  [Eccles. 11:5; Ezek. 37:9] w  1 Cor. 12:11 9x  ch. 6:52, 60 10y  [ch. 9:30] 11z  See ver. 32 
13a  Prov. 30:4; [Acts 2:34; Eph. 4:9] b  [ch. 7:34] c  ver. 31; ch. 6:38, 42, 62; 1 Cor. 15:47; [Rom. 
10:6] 14d  Num. 21:9 e  ch. 8:28; 12:32, 34 15f  [ch. 15:4; 16:33; 1 John 5:12, 20] g  ver. 36 
16h  Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4; 2 Thess. 2:16; 1 John 3:1; 4:9, 10 i  See ch. 1:29 j  Rom. 8:32 k  ch. 10:28 
17l  ch. 5:36, 38; 6:29, 57; 7:29; 8:42; 10:36; 11:42; 17:3; 20:21; Rom. 8:3; 1 John 4:9, 10, 14 m  ch. 
5:45; 8:15; 12:47 18n  ch. 5:24; [Mark 16:16] o  See 1 John 5:13 19p  [ch. 9:39] q  See ch. 1:4, 5, 9 
r  [Isa. 30:10; Jer. 5:31] s  ch. 7:7 20t  [Job 24:13; Rom. 13:12; Eph. 5:13] u  Eph. 5:11, 13 21v  1 John 
1:6 w  Ps. 139:23, 24 
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1 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 2 That is, about 4 p.m. 3 Greek him 4 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, 
respectively 5 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 6 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 
7 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) may refer either 
to brothers or to brothers and sisters 

him. 33 I myself did not know him, but f  he 
who sent me to baptize g with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, h this is he who baptizes g with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have 
borne witness that this is the Son1 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
i the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, j “What are you seeking?” And they 
said to him, k “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, 
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw 
where he was staying, and they stayed with 
him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.2 
40 l One of the two who heard John speak and 
followed Jesus3 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 41 He first found his own brother 
Simon and said to him, “We have found m the 
Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought 
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, 
“You are Simon the son of n John. You shall 
be called o Cephas” (which means p Peter4).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 q The next day Jesus decided r to go to 

Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” 44   Now s   Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45 Philip found t Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him of whom u Moses in the 
Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus v of 
Nazareth, w the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael 
said to him, x “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him 
and said of him, “Behold, y an Israelite indeed, 
z in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael 
said to him, “How a do you know me?” Jesus 
answered him, “Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 
49 Nathanael answered him, b “Rabbi, c you are 
the Son of God! You are the d King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And 

he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,5 you 
will see e heaven opened, and f the angels of 
God ascending and descending on g the Son 
of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On h the third day there was a wedding 
at i Cana in Galilee, and the mother of 

Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to 
the wedding with j his disciples. 3 When the 
wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said 
to her, k “Woman, l what does this have to do 
with me? m My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever 
he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
n for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty o gallons.6 7 Jesus 
said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” 
And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he 
said to them, “Now draw some out and take 
it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 
9 When the master of the feast tasted p the 
water now become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the master of 
the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to 
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and when people have drunk freely, then the 
poor wine. But you have kept the good wine 
until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus 
did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested q his 
glory. And r  his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, 
with his mother and s his brothers7 and his 
disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 t  The Passover of the Jews was at hand, 

and Jesus u went up to Jerusalem. 14 v In the 
temple he found those who were selling 
oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-

33f  ver. 6; Luke 3:2 g  [ch. 3:5] h  Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5 36i  See ver. 29 38j  ch. 
18:4, 7; 20:15 k  ver. 49; ch. 3:2, 26; 6:25; [ch. 20:16; Mark 10:51] 40l  For ver. 40-42, [Matt. 4:18-
22; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:2-11] 41m  ch. 4:25 42n  ch. 21:15-17 o  1 Cor. 1:12; 3:22 p  Matt. 16:18 
43q  [ver. 35; ch. 2:1] r  [ver. 28] 44s  ch. 12:21 45t  ch. 21:2 u  See Luke 16:16; 24:27 v  See Matt. 
2:23 w  ch. 6:42; Luke 3:23 46x  [ch. 7:41, 52] 47y  Ps. 73:1; Rom. 9:4, 6 z  Ps. 32:2; [Zeph. 3:13; 
Rev. 14:5] 48a  ch. 2:24, 25 49b  See ver. 38 c  [ch. 6:69; 11:27; 20:28] d  ch. 12:13; Zeph. 3:15; 
Matt. 27:11, 42; [Zech. 9:9] 51e  Ezek. 1:1; Matt. 3:16; Luke 3:21 f  [Gen. 28:12] g  See Dan. 7:13 
Chapter 2 1h  [ch. 1:29, 35, 43] i  ch. 4:46; 21:2 2j  ch. 1:40-49 4k  ch. 19:26 l  See 2 Sam. 16:10 
m  ch. 7:30; 8:20; 13:1 6n  ch. 3:25; [Mark 7:3, 4] o  2 Chr. 4:5 (Gk.) 9p  ch. 4:46 11q  See ch. 1:14 
r  ver. 2 12s  See Matt. 12:46 13t  ch. 11:55; See ch. 6:4 u  ver. 23; Deut. 16:1-6; Luke 2:41 14v  For 
ver. 14-17, [Matt. 21:12, 13; Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45, 46, with Mal. 3:1-3] 
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Actual type size

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 
3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 
7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the 
Word was with God, and d the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 eAll things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 f In him was life,1 and g the life 
was the light of men. 5 h The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose 
name was j John. 7 He came as a k witness, to 
bear witness about the light, l that all might 
believe through him. 8 m He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet o the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to p his own,2 and q his own people3 r did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, s who believed in his name, t  he gave the 
right u to become v children of God, 13 who 
w were born, x not of blood y nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and b dwelt 
among us, c and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of 
d grace and e truth. 15 (f John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, g ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
h his fullness we have all received, i grace upon 
grace.5 17 For j the law was given through 
Moses; k grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 l No one has ever seen God; m the 
only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 n he 
has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the o testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, p “Who are you?” 20 q He 

confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? rAre you Elijah?” He said, “I 
am not.” “Are you s the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, “I am t the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight8 the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24   (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, u “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, v “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even w  he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, x the Lamb of God, 
who y takes away the sin z of the world! 30 This 
is he of whom I said, a ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but b for 
this purpose I came baptizing with water, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John c bore witness: d “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and e it remained on 

Chapter 1 1a  Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] b  Rev. 19:13; 
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shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his 
wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

The Fall

3 Now u the serpent was more crafty than 
any other beast of the field that the Lord 

God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually 

say, ‘You1 shall not eat of any tree in the gar-
den’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God said, v ‘You shall not eat of 
the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you 
die.’ ” 4 w But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise,2 she took of its fruit x and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband who 
was with her, y and he ate. 7 z Then the eyes 
of both were opened, a and they knew that 
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loincloths.

8 And they heard the sound of the Lord 
God walking in the garden in the cool3 
of the day, and the man and his wife b hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 
Lord God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?”4 10 And he said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
c  because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten of the tree of which I com-
manded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, 
d “The woman whom you gave to be with me, 
she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then 
the Lord God said to the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” The woman said, 
e “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

14 The Lord God said to the serpent,

 “ Because you have done this,
  cursed are you above all livestock
  and above all beasts of the field;
  on your belly you shall go,
  and f dust you shall eat
  all the days of your life.

15   I will put enmity between you and the 
woman,

  and between your offspring5 and g her 
offspring;

 h he shall bruise your head,
  and you shall bruise his heel.”

16 To the woman he said,

 “ I will surely multiply your pain in child-
bearing;

 i in pain you shall bring forth children.
 j Your desire shall be contrary to6 your 

husband,
  but he shall k rule over you.”

17 And to Adam he said,

 “ Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife

  and have eaten of the tree
 l of which I commanded you,
 ‘ You shall not eat of it,’
 m cursed is the ground because of you;
 n in pain you shall eat of it all the days 

of your life;
18   thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 

for you;
  and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19   By the sweat of your face
  you shall eat bread,
  till you return to the ground,
  for out of it you were taken;
 o for you are dust,
  and p to dust you shall return.”

20  The man called his wife’s name Eve, 
because she was the mother of all living.7 
21 And the Lord God made for Adam and for 
his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

22 Then the Lord God said, q “Behold, the 
man has become like one of us in knowing 
good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand 
r and take also of the tree of life and eat, and 
live forever—” 23 therefore the Lord God sent 
him out from the garden of Eden s to work the 

28 And God blessed them. And God said 
to them, s “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yield-
ing seed that is on the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit. t You shall 
have them for food. 30 And u to every beast of 
the earth and to every bird of the heavens 
and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” And it was 
so. 31 vAnd God saw everything that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day.

The Seventh Day, God Rests

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were fin-
ished, and w all the host of them. 2 And x on 

the seventh day God finished his work that 
he had done, and he rested on the seventh 
day from all his work that he had done. 3 So 
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it God rested from all his work 
that he had done in creation.

The Creation of  Man and Woman
 4  y These are the generations
  of the heavens and the earth when they 

were created,
  in the day that the Lord God made the 

earth and the heavens.

5 When no z  bush of the field1 was yet in 
the land2 and no small plant of the field had 
yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not 
caused it to rain on the land, and there was 
no man a to work the ground, 6 and a mist3 
was going up from the land and was water-
ing the whole face of the ground— 7 then the 
Lord God formed the man of b dust from 
the ground and c  breathed into his d nostrils 
the breath of life, and e the man became a 
living creature. 8 And the Lord God planted 
a f garden in Eden, in the east, and there he 
put the man whom he had formed. 9 And 
out of the ground the Lord God made to 
spring up every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food. g The tree of life was 

in the midst of the garden, h and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the 
garden, and there it divided and became four 
rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It 
is the one that flowed around the whole land 
of i Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the 
gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx 
stone are there. 13 The name of the second river 
is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around 
the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name of the 
third river is the j Tigris, which flows east of 
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man k and put 
him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep 
it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of 
the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil l you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat4 of it you m shall surely die.”

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good 
that the man should be alone; n I will make 
him a helper fit for5 him.” 19 o Now out of the 
ground the Lord God had formed6 every 
beast of the field and every bird of the heav-
ens and p  brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them. And whatever the 
man called every living creature, that was its 
name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock 
and to the birds of the heavens and to every 
beast of the field. But for Adam7 there was not 
found a helper fit for him. 21 So the Lord God 
caused a q deep sleep to fall upon the man, and 
while he slept took one of his ribs and closed 
up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the 
Lord God had taken from the man he made8 
into a woman and brought her to the man. 
23 Then the man said,

 “ This at last is r  bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh;
  she shall be called Woman,
  because she was s taken out of Man.”9

24 t  Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they 

1 In Hebrew you is plural in verses 1–5 2 Or to give insight 3 Hebrew wind 4 In Hebrew you is singular in verses 9 and 11 5 Hebrew seed; so throughout 
Genesis 6 Or shall be toward (see 4:7) 7 Eve sounds like the Hebrew for life-giver and resembles the word for living 

1 Or open country 2 Or earth; also verse 6 3 Or spring 4 Or when you eat 5 Or corresponding to; also verse 20 6 Or And out of the ground the Lord God 
formed 7 Or the man 8 Hebrew built 9 The Hebrew words for woman (ishshah) and man (ish) sound alike 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own 
domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 
6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In 
the wilderness make straight 
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3:16 n  [Matt. 11:27]; See ch. 3:32 19o  ch. 3:26 p  [ch. 8:25] 20q  ver. 
8; ch. 3:28; Acts 13:25; [Luke 3:15] 21r  [Matt. 11:14; 16:14] s  See 
Deut. 18:15, 18 23t  Cited from Isa. 40:3; See Matt. 3:3 25u  Matt. 
3:6; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3, 7 26v  Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:7, 8; Luke 3:16; 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, 
and c the Word was with God, and 

d the Word was God. 2  He was in the 
beginning with God. 3  eAll things 
were made through him, and with-
out him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 f In him was life,1 and g the 
life was the light of men. 5 h The light 
shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, 
whose name was j John. 7 He came as 
a k witness, to bear witness about the 
light, l that all might believe through 
him. 8 m He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet o  the 
world  did not know him. 11  He came 
to p his own,2 and q his own people3 r did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did 
receive him, s who believed in his name, 
t  he gave the right u to become v chil-
dren of God, 13 who w were born, x not of 
blood y nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and 
b dwelt among us, c and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son4 from 
the Father, full of d grace and e truth. 
15 (f John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
g ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For 
from h his fullness we have all received, 
i grace upon grace.5 17 For j the law was 
given through Moses; k grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 l No one 
has ever seen God; m  the only God,6 
who is at the Father’s side,7 n he has 
made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the o testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, p “Who are 
you?” 20  q He confessed, and did not 
deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What 
then? rAre you Elijah?” He said, “I am 
not.” “Are you s  the Prophet?” And 
he answered, “No.” 22  So they said to 
him, “Who are you? We need to give 
an answer to those who sent us. What 
do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
“I am t the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight8 the way of 
the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from 
the Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, 
u “Then why are you baptizing, if you 
are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 
the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, 
v “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even 
w   he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I  am not worthy to 
untie.” 28  These things took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.
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The Word Became Flesh

1 a  In the beginning was b  the Word, 
and c the Word was with God, and 

d  the Word was God. 2  He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 eAll things were 
made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 
4  f  In him was life,1 and g  the life was 
the light of men. 5 h The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6  There was a man i sent from God, 
whose name was j John. 7 He came as a 
k witness, to bear witness about the light, 
l  that all might believe through him. 
8 m He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet o the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to p his own,2 
and q his own people3 r did not receive 
him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
s who believed in his name, t he gave the 
right u to become v children of God, 13 who 
w were born, x not of blood y nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and 
b  dwelt among us, c  and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son4 from 
the Father, full of d  grace and e  truth. 
15  (f John bore witness about him, and 

cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
g ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For 
from h his fullness we have all received, 
i grace upon grace.5 17 For j the law was 
given through Moses; k grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18  l No one 
has ever seen God; m the only God,6 who 
is at the Father’s side,7 n he has made 
him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the o testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, p “Who are 
you?” 20 q He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? rAre 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you s the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are 
you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23 He said, “I am t the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, u  “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied 
in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 
8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 
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Introduction
The Gospel of John was written to persuade people to believe in Jesus (20:30-31). The opening verses declare 
that Jesus is God, stressing his unique relationship with God the Father. The book focuses on seven of Jesus’ 
signs (miracles), to show his divinity. Jesus called people to believe in him, promising eternal life. He proved 
he could give life by raising Lazarus (ch. 11) and by his own death and resurrection. John features Christ’s 
seven “I am” statements, his encounters with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman, his Upper Room teach-
ings and washing of the disciples’ feet (chs. 13–16), and his high priestly prayer (ch. 17). It includes the most 
well-known summary of the gospel (3:16). The author was probably the apostle John, writing about a.d. 85.
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Joh n 3:8 Joh n 4:381236 1237

1 That is, about noon 2 Greek forever 

1 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 2 The Greek for you is plural here; also four times in verse 12 
3 Some manuscripts add who is in heaven 4 Some interpreters hold that the quotation ends at verse 15 5 Or For this is how God 
loved the world 6 Some interpreters hold that the quotation continues through verse 36 

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria

4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was mak-
ing and b baptizing more disciples than John 2  (although Jesus himself 

did not baptize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed c again 
for Galilee. 4 dAnd he had to pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of 
Samaria called Sychar, near the field e that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, f wearied as he was from his journey, was sit-
ting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.1

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, f “Give me 
a drink.” 8  (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from 
me, a woman of Samaria?” (g  For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying 
to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you h living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw 
water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 iAre 
you greater than our father Jacob? j He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but k whoever drinks of the water 
that I  will give him l will never be thirsty again.2 The water that I  will give 
him will become m in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, n give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or 
have to come here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, o call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, 
‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now 
have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to 
him, “Sir, I perceive that p you are q a prophet. 20 r Our fathers worshiped on s this 
mountain, but you say that t in Jerusalem is u the place where people ought 
to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, v “Woman, believe me, w the hour is coming 
when x neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
22 y You worship what you do not know; z we worship what we know, for z salva-
tion is a from the Jews. 23 But b the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father c in spirit and d truth, for the Father e is 
seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship 
him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that 
f Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, g he will tell us 
all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, h “I who speak to you am he.”

27 Just then i his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with 
a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with 
her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to 
the people, 29 “Come, see a man j who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 
Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to him.

31  Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, k “Rabbi, eat.” 32  But 
he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33  So the 
disciples said to one another, l “Has anyone brought him something to eat?” 
34 Jesus said to them, m “My food is n to do the will of him who sent me and 
o to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then 
comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that p the fields 
are white for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gath-
ering fruit for eternal life, so that q sower and r reaper s may rejoice together. 
37 For here the saying holds true, t ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you 

born u again.’ 8 v The wind1 blows w where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but 
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, x “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, 
“Are you the teacher of Israel y and yet you do not understand these things? 
11 Truly, truly, I say to you, z we speak of what we know, and bear witness to 
what we have seen, but z you2 do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heav-
enly things? 13 a No one has b ascended into heaven except c he who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man.3 14 And d as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man e be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes f in 
him g may have eternal life.4

For God So Loved the World
16 “For h God so loved i the world,5 j that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not k perish but have eternal life. 17 For l God did not 
send his Son into the world m to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 18 n Whoever believes in him is not con-
demned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not o believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 p And this is the judgment: 
q the light has come into the world, and r people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because s their works were evil. 20  t For everyone who does wicked 
things hates the light and does not come to the light, u lest his works should 
be exposed. 21 But whoever v does what is true w comes to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he 

remained there with them and x was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at 
Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming 
and being baptized 24 (for y John had not yet been put in prison).

25 Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a Jew over 
z purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, a “Rabbi, he who was 
with you across the Jordan, b to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, 
and c all are going to him.” 27 John answered, d “A person cannot receive even 
one thing e unless it is given him f from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me wit-
ness, that I said, g ‘I am not the Christ, but h I have been sent before him.’ 29 i The 
one who has the bride is the bridegroom. j The friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, k rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore 
this joy of mine is now complete. 30 l He must increase, but I must decrease.”6

31 m He who comes from above n is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to 
the earth and o speaks in an earthly way. p He who comes from heaven n is above 
all. 32 q He bears witness to what he has seen and heard, r yet no one receives his 
testimony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony s sets his seal to this, t that God is 
true. 34 For he whom u God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the 
Spirit v without measure. 35 w The Father loves the Son and x has given all things 
into his hand. 36 y Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; z whoever does 
not obey the Son shall not a see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to 
his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; 
some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the Word was with God, and d the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 eAll things were made 

through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 f In 
him was life,1 and g the life was the light of men. 5 h The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man i sent from God, whose name was j John. 7 He came as a 
k witness, to bear witness about the light, l that all might believe through him. 
8 m He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 n The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet o the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to p his own,2 and q his own people3 r did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, s who believed in his name, t  he 
gave the right u to become v children of God, 13 who w were born, x not of blood 
y nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And z the Word a became flesh and b dwelt among us, c and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of d grace and e truth. 
15 (f John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, g ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
h his fullness we have all received, i grace upon grace.5 17 For j the law was given 
through Moses; k grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 l No one has ever 
seen God; m the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 n he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the o testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, p “Who are you?” 20 q He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? rAre 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you s the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am t the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, u “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26  John answered them, v  “I baptize with water, but among you 
a  Rom. 1:3; 8:3; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:7, 8; Col. 1:22; 1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 7; [ch. 6:51] b  Rev. 7:15; 21:3 c  ch. 2:11; Luke 
9:32; 2 Pet. 1:16, 17; 1 John 1:1; 4:14 d  See ver. 7 e  [ch. 14:6] 15f  See ver. 7 g  ver. 27, 30; See Matt. 3:11 16h  Eph. 1:23; 3:19; 4:13; Col. 
1:19; 2:9 i  [Matt. 25:29] 17j  ch. 7:19; Ex. 20:1 k  ver. 14; [Rom. 5:21] 18l  ch. 5:37; 6:46; Ex. 33:20; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 4:12, 20; 
[ch. 12:45] m  ver. 14; See ch. 3:16 n  [Matt. 11:27]; See ch. 3:32 19o  ch. 3:26 p  [ch. 8:25] 20q  ver. 8; ch. 3:28; Acts 13:25; [Luke 3:15] 
21r  [Matt. 11:14; 16:14] s  See Deut. 18:15, 18 23t  Cited from Isa. 40:3; See Matt. 3:3 25u  Matt. 3:6; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3, 7 26v  Matt. 3:11; 
Mark 1:7, 8; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; 13:25 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 a In the beginning was b the Word, and c the 
Word was with God, and d the Word was God.

 2  He was in the beginning with God.
 3  e All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made.
 4  f In him was life,1 and g the life was the light 
of men.
 5  h The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
 6  There was a man i sent from God, whose 
name was j John.
 7  He came as a k witness, to bear witness 
about the light, l that all might believe through 
him.
 8  m He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light. 
 9  n The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world.
 10  He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet o the world did not 
know him.
 11  He came to p his own,2 and q his own peo-
ple3 r did not receive him.
 12  But to all who did receive him, s who 
believed in his name, t  he gave the right u to 
become v children of God,
 13  who w were born, x not of blood y nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 
of God. 

 14  And z the Word a became flesh and b dwelt 
among us, c and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of d grace 
and e truth.
 15  (f John bore witness about him, and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, g ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he 
was before me.’ ”)
 16  For from h his fullness we have all received, 
i grace upon grace.5

 17  For j the law was given through Moses; 
k grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
 18  l No one has ever seen God; m the only 
God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 n he has made 
him known. 

The Testimony of John the Baptist
 19  And this is the o testimony of John, when 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, p “Who are you?”

Chapter 1 1a  Gen. 1:1; [Col. 1:17; 1 John 1:1; Rev. 1:4, 8, 17; 3:14; 21:6; 22:13] 
b  Rev. 19:13; [Heb. 4:12; 1 John 1:1] c  1 John 1:2; [ch. 17:5] d  Phil. 2:6 3e  ver. 10; 
Ps. 33:6; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2 4f  ch. 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 1:2; 5:11 g  ch. 
8:12; 9:5; 12:46 5h  [ch. 3:19] 6i  ver. 33; ch. 3:28; Mal. 3:1 j  Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; 
Luke 3:2 7k  ch. 3:26; 5:33 l  Acts 19:4 8m  ver. 20 9n  Isa. 49:6; 1 John 2:8 10o  [ch. 
16:3; 1 John 3:1] 11p  Matt. 21:38 q  ch. 13:1 r  ch. 5:43; [ch. 3:11, 32] 12s  See 
1 John 5:13 t  1 John 5:1 u  1 John 3:1; [Matt. 5:45] v  [Gal. 3:26]; See ch. 11:52 
13w  James 1:18; [ch. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:3] x  1 Pet. 1:23 y  ch. 3:6 14z  ver. 1 a  Rom. 1:3; 
8:3; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:7, 8; Col. 1:22; 1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 
7; [ch. 6:51] b  Rev. 7:15; 21:3 c  ch. 2:11; Luke 9:32; 2 Pet. 1:16, 17; 1 John 1:1; 
4:14 d  See ver. 7 e  [ch. 14:6] 15f  See ver. 7 g  ver. 27, 30; See Matt. 3:11 16h  Eph. 
1:23; 3:19; 4:13; Col. 1:19; 2:9 i  [Matt. 25:29] 17j  ch. 7:19; Ex. 20:1 k  ver. 14; 
[Rom. 5:21] 18l  ch. 5:37; 6:46; Ex. 33:20; Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:16; 1 John 4:12, 
20; [ch. 12:45] m  ver. 14; See ch. 3:16 n  [Matt. 11:27]; See ch. 3:32 19o  ch. 3:26 
p  [ch. 8:25] 

Introduction
The Gospel of John was written to persuade people to believe in Jesus (20:30-31). The 
opening verses declare that Jesus is God, stressing his unique relationship with God 
the Father. The book focuses on seven of Jesus’ signs (miracles), to show his divinity. 
Jesus called people to believe in him, promising eternal life. He proved he could give 
life by raising Lazarus (ch. 11) and by his own death and resurrection. John features 
Christ’s seven “I am” statements, his encounters with Nicodemus and the Samaritan 
woman, his Upper Room teachings and washing of the disciples’ feet (chs. 13–16), 
and his high priestly prayer (ch. 17). It includes the most well-known summary of 
the gospel (3:16). The author was probably the apostle John, writing about a.d. 85.

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 
3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 
7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 

Joh n 3:3 1014  1015 Joh n 4:27

1 That is, about noon 2 Greek forever 

1 Or from above; the Greek is purposely ambiguous and can mean both again and from above; also verse 7 2 The same Greek word means both 
wind and spirit 3 The Greek for you is plural here 4 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 5 The Greek for you is plural here; also four 
times in verse 12 6 Some manuscripts add who is in heaven 7 Some interpreters hold that the quotation ends at verse 15 8 Or For this is how God 
loved the world 9 Some interpreters hold that the quotation continues through verse 36 

and o speaks in an earthly way. p He who comes 
from heaven n is above all.
 32  q He bears witness to what he has seen 
and heard, r yet no one receives his testimony.
 33  Whoever receives his testimony s sets his 
seal to this, t that God is true.
 34  For he whom u God has sent utters the 
words of God, for he gives the Spirit v without 
measure.
 35  w The Father loves the Son and x has given 
all things into his hand.
 36  y Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 
life; z whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
a see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria

4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees 
had heard that Jesus was making and b bap

tizing more disciples than John
 2  (although Jesus himself did not baptize, 
but only his disciples),
 3  he left Judea and departed c again for 
Galilee.
 4  d And he had to pass through Samaria.
 5  So he came to a town of Samaria called 
Sychar, near the field e that Jacob had given to 
his son Joseph.
 6  Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, f wearied 
as he was from his journey, was sitting beside 
the well. It was about the sixth hour.1 
 7  A woman from Samaria came to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, f “Give me a drink.”
 8  (For his disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food.)
 9  The Samaritan woman said to him, “How 
is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a 
woman of Samaria?” (g For Jews have no deal
ings with Samaritans.)
 10  Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift 
of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and 
he would have given you h living water.”
 11  The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 
nothing to draw water with, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water?
 12  i “Are you greater than our father Jacob? 
j He gave us the well and drank from it himself, 
as did his sons and his livestock.”
 13  Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks 
of this water will be thirsty again,
 14  “but k whoever drinks of the water that 

I will give him l will never be thirsty again.2 The 
water that I will give him will become m in him 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
 15  The woman said to him, “Sir, n give me 
this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have 
to come here to draw water.” 
 16  Jesus said to her, “Go, o call your husband, 
and come here.”
 17  The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in 
saying, ‘I have no husband’;
 18  “for you have had five husbands, and the 
one you now have is not your husband. What 
you have said is true.”
 19  The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive 
that p you are q a prophet.
 20  r “Our fathers worshiped on s this moun
tain, but you say that t in Jerusalem is u the place 
where people ought to worship.”
 21  Jesus said to her, v “Woman, believe me, 
w the hour is coming when x neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship 
the Father.
 22  y “You worship what you do not know; 
z we worship what we know, for z salvation is 
a from the Jews.
 23  “But b the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father c in spirit and d truth, for the Father 
e is seeking such people to worship him.
 24  “God is spirit, and those who worship 
him must worship in spirit and truth.”
 25  The woman said to him, “I know that 
f Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). 
When he comes, g he will tell us all things.”
 26  Jesus said to her, h “I who speak to you 
am he.” 
 27  Just then i his disciples came back. They 
marveled that he was talking with a woman, 
but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why 
are you talking with her?”

 3  Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is n born o again1 he cannot p see 
the kingdom of God.”
 4  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb and be born?”
 5  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born q of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.
 6  r “That which is born of the flesh is s flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.2

 7  t “Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You3 
must be born u again.’
 8  v “The wind4 blows w where it wishes, and 
you hear its sound, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 9  Nicodemus said to him, x “How can these 
things be?”
 10  Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher 
of Israel y and yet you do not understand these 
things?
 11  “Truly, truly, I say to you, z we speak of 
what we know, and bear witness to what we have 
seen, but z you5 do not receive our testimony.
 12  “If I have told you earthly things and you 
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things?
 13  a “No one has b ascended into heaven 
except c he who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man.6

 14  “And d as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man e be 
lifted up,
 15  “that whoever believes f in him g may have 
eternal life.7 

For God So Loved the World
 16  “For h God so loved i the world,8 j that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not k perish but have eternal life.
 17  “For l God did not send his Son into the 
world m to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.
 18  n “Whoever believes in him is not con
demned, but whoever does not believe is con
demned already, because he has not o believed 
in the name of the only Son of God.
 19  p “And this is the judgment: q the light 

has come into the world, and r people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because s their 
works were evil.
 20  t “For everyone who does wicked things 
hates the light and does not come to the light, 
u lest his works should be exposed.
 21  “But whoever v does what is true w comes 
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
his works have been carried out in God.” 

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
 22  After this Jesus and his disciples went 
into the Judean countryside, and he remained 
there with them and x was baptizing.
 23  John also was baptizing at Aenon near 
Salim, because water was plentiful there, and 
people were coming and being baptized
 24  (for y John had not yet been put in prison). 
 25  Now a discussion arose between some of 
John’s disciples and a Jew over z purification.
 26  And they came to John and said to him, 
a “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jor
dan, b to whom you bore witness—look, he is 
baptizing, and c all are going to him.”
 27  John answered, d “A person cannot receive 
even one thing e unless it is given him f from 
heaven.
 28  “You yourselves bear me witness, that 
I said, g ‘I am not the Christ, but h I have been 
sent before him.’
 29  i “The one who has the bride is the bride
groom. j The friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, k rejoices greatly at the 
bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine 
is now complete.
 30  l “He must increase, but I must decrease.”9 
 31  m He who comes from above n is above 
all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth 

31o  [1 John 4:5] p  See ver. 13 n  Rom. 9:5; Eph. 1:21 32q  ver. 11 r  [ver. 19; ch. 1:11; 
5:43; 12:37] 33s  [ch. 6:27; 2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13; Rev. 7:3-8] t  [1 John 5:10] 
34u  See ver. 17 v  [Ezek. 4:11, 16] 35w  See ch. 5:20 x  See Matt. 28:18 36y  ver. 15, 
16; ch. 5:24; 6:40, 47, 54; 1 John 5:12, 13; [ch. 11:25, 26; 20:31]; See Matt. 19:16 
z  [Rom. 2:8; Eph. 5:6; Col. 3:6] a  ver. 3 Chapter 4 1b  ch. 3:22, 26 3c  ch. 2:11, 12 
4d  [Luke 13:33] 5e  ver. 12; Gen. 33:19; 48:22; Josh. 24:32 6f  ch. 19:28; [Matt. 4:2; 
8:24; 21:18] 7f  [See ver. 6 above] 9g  Luke 9:53; [ch. 8:48; Ezra 4:3, 10]; See Matt. 
10:5 10h  ch. 7:38; Jer. 2:13; 17:13 12i  [ch. 8:53] j  ver. 5 14k  [ch. 6:35, 51, 58; 
7:37] l  [Isa. 49:10; Rev. 7:16] m  ch. 7:38 15n  [ch. 6:34] 16o  ch. 16:8 19p  ch. 9:17; 
[ch. 6:14] q  Luke 7:16, 39; See Matt. 21:11 20r  Gen. 12:6, 7; 33:18, 20; Deut. 11:29; 
27:12; Josh. 8:33 s  Judg. 9:7 t  See Deut. 12:5 u  [ch. 11:48] 21v  ch. 2:4 w  ver. 23; ch. 
5:25, 28; 16:2, 25, 32 x  Zeph. 2:11; Mal. 1:11; 1 Tim. 2:8 22y  [2 Kgs. 17:28-34; Acts 
17:23] z  Ps. 147:19, 20; Isa. 2:3; Rom. 3:1, 2; 9:4, 5 a  Matt. 2:4, 5; Acts 13:23; Rom. 
11:26 23b  ver. 21 c  [Rom. 8:15; Eph. 2:18; 6:18; Phil. 3:3] d  Ps. 145:18; [ch. 1:17] 
e  [ch. 6:44] 25f  See ch. 1:41 g  Deut. 18:18; [ver. 29] 26h  ch. 9:35-37 27i  ver. 8 

3n  See ch. 1:13 o  [2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; 1 Pet. 1:3, 23] p  ver. 36 5q  [Ezek. 36:25-27; 
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Eph. 5:26; Titus 3:5; Heb. 10:22] 6r  1 Cor. 15:50 s  ch. 6:63 
7t  ch. 5:28 u  See ver. 3 8v  [Eccles. 11:5; Ezek. 37:9] w  1 Cor. 12:11 9x  ch. 6:52, 60 
10y  [ch. 9:30] 11z  See ver. 32 13a  Prov. 30:4; [Acts 2:34; Eph. 4:9] b  [ch. 7:34] c  ver. 
31; ch. 6:38, 42, 62; 1 Cor. 15:47; [Rom. 10:6] 14d  Num. 21:9 e  ch. 8:28; 12:32, 
34 15f  [ch. 15:4; 16:33; 1 John 5:12, 20] g  ver. 36 16h  Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4; 2 Thess. 
2:16; 1 John 3:1; 4:9, 10 i  See ch. 1:29 j  Rom. 8:32 k  ch. 10:28 17l  ch. 5:36, 38; 6:29, 
57; 7:29; 8:42; 10:36; 11:42; 17:3; 20:21; Rom. 8:3; 1 John 4:9, 10, 14 m  ch. 5:45; 
8:15; 12:47 18n  ch. 5:24; [Mark 16:16] o  See 1 John 5:13 19p  [ch. 9:39] q  See ch. 
1:4, 5, 9 r  [Isa. 30:10; Jer. 5:31] s  ch. 7:7 20t  [Job 24:13; Rom. 13:12; Eph. 5:13] 
u  Eph. 5:11, 13 21v  1 John 1:6 w  Ps. 139:23, 24 22x  ver. 26; ch. 4:1, 2 24y  [ch. 
5:35]; See Matt. 4:12 25z  ch. 2:6 26a  ver. 2 b  See ch. 1:7 c  ch. 12:19 27d  1 Cor. 4:7; 
Heb. 5:4 e  ch. 6:65; [James 1:17] f  See Matt. 21:25 28g  See ch. 1:20 h  Mal. 3:1; Mark 
1:2; Luke 1:17; Acts 19:4 29i  See Matt. 25:1 j  Judg. 14:20; Song 5:1 k  Matt. 9:15 
30l  Matt. 3:11 31m  ch. 8:23 n  Rom. 9:5; Eph. 1:21 
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J o h n

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and with-

out him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace.4 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things 
took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 
man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to 
his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only 
Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father 7 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and with-

out him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace.4 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things 
took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 
man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to 
his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only 
Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father 7 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3 
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1 That is, about 4 p.m. 2 Greek him 3 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 4 The Greek 
for you is plural; twice in this verse 5 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 
6 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament 
usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked 

at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples 
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following 
and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” 
So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for 
it was about the tenth hour.1 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus2 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter3).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said 
to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and 
see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” 
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ 
do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you,4 you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the 

wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons.5 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” 
And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and 
take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted 
the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the ser-
vants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 
10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first 
of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers6 and 
his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 

temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-
changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 
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P R O L O G U E :  T H E  I N C A R N A T E  W O R D

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2  He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4  In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet 
the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13  who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15 ( John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known.

T H E  S I G N S  O F  T H E  M E S S I A H

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
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n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2  He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4  In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet 
the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13  who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15 ( John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known.

T H E  S I G N S  O F  T H E  M E S S I A H

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father 7 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 8 That 
is, about 4 p.m. 9 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15  (John bore witness about him, 
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace.4 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God,5 who is at the Father’s 
side,6 he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight7 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.8 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus9 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He 
first found his own brother Simon and said 
to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father 7 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 8 That 
is, about 4 p.m. 9 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 
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J o h n
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15  (John bore witness about him, 
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace.4 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God,5 who is at the Father’s 
side,6 he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight7 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.8 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus9 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He 
first found his own brother Simon and said 
to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which 
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means Christ). 42  He brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon 
the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” 
(which means Peter1).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael com-
ing toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And 
he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,2 you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wed-
ding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not 
yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each hold-
ing twenty or thirty gallons.3 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8  And he said to 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. 9  When 
the master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12  After this he went down to Capernaum, 
with his mother and his brothers4 and his dis-
ciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written, a “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20  The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple,5 and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself 
to them, because he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for 
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to Jesus6 by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3  Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

1 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 2 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 3 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a 
metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 4 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, 
depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 5 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 6 Greek him a Ps. 69:9 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and with-

out him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace.4 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things 
took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 
man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to 
his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only 
Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father 7 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and with-

out him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace.4 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things 
took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 
man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to 
his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only 
Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father 7 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3 
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1 That is, about 4 p.m. 2 Greek him 3 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 4 The Greek 
for you is plural; twice in this verse 5 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 
6 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament 
usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked 

at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples 
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following 
and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” 
So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for 
it was about the tenth hour.1 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus2 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter3).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said 
to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and 
see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” 
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ 
do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you,4 you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the 

wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons.5 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” 
And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and 
take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted 
the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the ser-
vants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 
10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first 
of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers6 and 
his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 

temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-
changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 
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TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear wit-
ness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into 
the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his 
own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; 
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests 

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He con-
fessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And 
they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to 
him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked 
him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize 
with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even 
he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy 
to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.
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Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for 
this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed 
to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33  I  myself did not 
know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne 
witness that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 

36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said 
to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” 
(which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39  He said to 
them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he 
was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about 
the tenth hour.1 40 One of the two who heard John speak and fol-
lowed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his 
own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at 
him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter2).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip 

and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, 
the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 
whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you 
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when 
you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered 
him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the 
fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 
51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and 
the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the 

wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother 
of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 
1 That is, about 4 p.m. 2 Cephas in Aramaic and Peter in Greek both mean rock 

43.John.indd   1328 7/11/18   11:39 AM

Joh n 3:5

1329

“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet 
come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to 
the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to 
the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it 
to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the 
feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), 
the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until 
now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and 
his brothers1 and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen 
and sheep and pigeons, and the money- changers sitting there. 
15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the tem-
ple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money- changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those 
who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my 
Father’s house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that 
it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing 
these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken 
forty- six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three 
days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When 
therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many 

believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he 
knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, 
for he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to 

him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no 
one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
1 Or brothers and sisters (see Preface) 
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ESV
SCRIPTURE JOURNAL® 
INDIVIDUAL VOLUMES
Each ESV Scripture Journal pairs the entirety of an individual book 

of the New Testament with lightly-lined blank pages opposite each 

page of Bible text, allowing readers to take extended notes or 

record insights and prayers directly beside corresponding passages 

of Scripture. These thin, portable notebooks are great for personal 

Bible reading and reflection, small-group study, writing out extended 

portions of Scripture, or taking notes through a sermon series.
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T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 

God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15  (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his 
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T H E  L E T T E R  O F  P A U L  T O  T H E

R O M A N S

Greeting

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, 2  which he promised before-

hand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to 
the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of 
his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called 
to belong to Jesus Christ,

7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to 
be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Longing to Go to Rome
8 First, I  thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, 

because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 9 For God is my 
witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, 
that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, ask-
ing that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in 
coming to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you 
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ESV
SCRIPTURE JOURNAL® SETS
Each ESV Scripture Journal pairs the entirety of an individual book 

of the New Testament with lightly-lined blank pages opposite each 

page of Bible text, allowing readers to take extended notes or 

record insights and prayers directly beside corresponding passages 

of Scripture. These thin, portable notebooks are great for personal 

Bible reading and reflection, small-group study, writing out extended 

portions of Scripture, or taking notes through a sermon series.

For ESV Scripture Journal individual volumes, see page 96.

Actual type size

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 

God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15  (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his 
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R O M A N S

Greeting

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, 2  which he promised before-

hand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to 
the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of 
his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called 
to belong to Jesus Christ,

7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to 
be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Longing to Go to Rome
8 First, I  thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, 

because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 9 For God is my 
witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, 
that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, ask-
ing that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in 
coming to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you 
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ESV
ILLUMINATED SCRIPTURE 
JOURNAL® INDIVIDUAL VOLUMES
ESV Illuminated Scripture Journal editions pair the entirety of 

individual books of the New Testament with a lightly dotted blank 

page opposite each page of Bible text, providing space to creatively 

engage with and reflect on the Word of God. Hand-lettered, gold-

ink illustrations by renowned artist Dana Tanamachi are interspersed 

throughout the blank pages, inviting readers to add their own artwork 

or reflections to each page. These thin, portable notebooks have 

unique covers stamped with gold-foil and are great for art journaling, 

personal Bible reading and prayer, small-group Bible study, or taking 

notes through a sermon series.

For ESV Illuminated Scripture Journal sets, see page 104.
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J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 

God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15  (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his 
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M at t h e w  5:12 2 4

you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, 

how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for any-
thing except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a bas-
ket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven.

Christ Came to Fulf ill the Law
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these command-
ments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell 
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Anger
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 

not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 
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you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
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ESV
ILLUMINATED SCRIPTURE 
JOURNAL® SETS
ESV Illuminated Scripture Journal editions pair the entirety of 

individual books of the New Testament with a lightly dotted blank 

page opposite each page of Bible text, providing space to creatively 

engage with and reflect on the Word of God. Hand-lettered, gold-

ink illustrations by renowned artist Dana Tanamachi are interspersed 

throughout the blank pages, inviting readers to add their own artwork 

or reflections to each page. These thin, portable notebooks have 

unique covers stamped with gold-foil and are great for art journaling, 

personal Bible reading and prayer, small-group Bible study, or taking 

notes through a sermon series.

For ESV Illuminated Scripture Journal individual volumes, see  

page 100.

Actual type size

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 

God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15  (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his 

FEATURES

SIZE 5.75" x 8"

BIBLE TEXT 12-point Trinité

PAGE COUNT Various

 n Single-column 
format

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

Lightly dotted blank pages opposite each page of 
Bible text

Thick, opaque, cream-colored paper

Gold-ink illustrations by artist Dana Tanamachi

Lay-flat binding

Unique covers stamped with gold foil

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

1 New Testament Set 978-1-4335-6499-4 $99.99

2 Old Testament Set 978-1-4335-6856-5 $199.99

3 Old and New Testament Sets 978-1-4335-6911-1 $274.99

1
Permanent Slipcase

2
Permanent Slipcase

3
Permanent Slipcase

M at t h e w  5:12 2 4

you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, 

how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for any-
thing except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a bas-
ket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven.

Christ Came to Fulf ill the Law
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these command-
ments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell 
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Anger
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 

not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 
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17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these command-
ments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell 
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Anger
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 

not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 
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T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2  He was in the 

beginning with God. 3  All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his own people3 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son4 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15  (John bore 
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17  For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,6 who 
is at the Father’s side,7 he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I  am not the Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, 
“Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am 
a the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They 
asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are 
neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and 

said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed 
to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: “I  saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne 
witness that this is the Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two of 

his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by 
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disci-
ples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to them, “What 
are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to 
them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw 
where he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of the two 
who heard John speak and followed Jesus11 was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother 
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. 
You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter12).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 

Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael com-
ing toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said 
to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, 
“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig 
tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 
answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under 
the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you,13 you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in 
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2  Jesus 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him 12 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, 
respectively 13 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse a Isa. 40:3 

FEATURES

SIZE 6.5" x 9.25"

BIBLE TEXT 7.5-point Lexicon

PAGE COUNT 1,584

 n Double-column 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

Full, blank page for notes, reflections, and prayers 
next to every page of Bible text

Cream-colored paper

Ribbon marker

1 Bible reading plan

Smyth-sewn binding

Lifetime guarantee

ESV
JOURNALING BIBLE®  
INTERLEAVED EDITION
The ESV Journaling Bible, Interleaved Edition is another edition 

in Crossway’s popular ESV Journaling Bible line. Patterned after 

the Bible that Jonathan Edwards, the 18th-century preacher and 

theologian, used to record more than 5,000 notes about God’s Word, 

this edition includes a full, blank page next to every page of Bible 

text. Created for Bible readers looking for as much space as possible 

for sermon notes, personal reflections, prayers, or artwork, this 

edition features cream-colored paper and a durable binding to ensure 

that it lasts a lifetime.

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

Natural Leather, Brown, Flap with Strap 978-1-4335-5276-2 $149.99

Clamshell Box

Gen esis 2:8 2

1 Or when you eat 2 Or corresponding to; also verse 20 3 Or And out of the ground the Lord God formed 4 Or the man 5 Hebrew built 6 The Hebrew words for woman (ishshah) 
and man (ish) sound alike 7 In Hebrew you is plural in verses 1–5 8 Or to give insight 9 Hebrew wind 10 In Hebrew you is singular in verses 9 and 11 11 Hebrew seed; so 
throughout Genesis 12 Or against 13 Eve sounds like the Hebrew for life-giver and resembles the word for living 

the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 
8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the 
east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 
9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring 
up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10  A  river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, 
and there it divided and became four rivers. 11  The 
name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed 
around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 
12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx 
stone are there. 13  The name of the second river is the 
Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land 
of Cush. 14 And the name of the third river is the Tigris, 
which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the 
Euphrates.

15  The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the Lord 
God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat1 of it you shall surely die.”

18  Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for2 
him.” 19  Now out of the ground the Lord God had 
formed3 every beast of the field and every bird of the 
heavens and brought them to the man to see what he 
would call them. And whatever the man called every 
living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names 
to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to 
every beast of the field. But for Adam4 there was not 
found a helper fit for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took 
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And 
the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man 
he made5 into a woman and brought her to the man. 
23 Then the man said,

 “ This at last is bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh;
  she shall be called Woman,
  because she was taken out of Man.”6

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and 
were not ashamed.

The Fall

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other 
beast of the field that the Lord God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You7 
shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2  And the 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But 
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 
5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and 
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,8 she 
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes 
of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths.

8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking 
in the garden in the cool9 of the day, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God 
called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”10 
10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 
11  He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not 
to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave 
to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this 
that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.”

14 The Lord God said to the serpent,

 “ Because you have done this,
  cursed are you above all livestock
  and above all beasts of the field;
  on your belly you shall go,
  and dust you shall eat
  all the days of your life.
15   I will put enmity between you and the woman,
  and between your offspring11 and her offspring;
  he shall bruise your head,
  and you shall bruise his heel.”

16 To the woman he said,

 “ I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
  in pain you shall bring forth children.
  Your desire shall be for12 your husband,
  and he shall rule over you.”

17 And to Adam he said,

 “ Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
  and have eaten of the tree
  of which I commanded you,
 ‘ You shall not eat of it,’
  cursed is the ground because of you;
  in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18   thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
  and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19   By the sweat of your face
  you shall eat bread,
  till you return to the ground,
  for out of it you were taken;
  for you are dust,
  and to dust you shall return.”

20  The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she 
was the mother of all living.13 21  And the Lord God 
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FEATURES

SIZE 5.25" x 7.75"

BIBLE TEXT 12-point Trinité

STUDY NOTE TEXT 10.5-point Trinité

PAGE COUNT 608

 n Single-column 
format

40 illustrations by Peter Voth

Features excerpts discussing the flow of God’s plan 
of redemption

Content written by Drew Hunter

Single-column format

Thick, cream-colored book paper

Smyth-sewn binding

Study guide also available for purchase

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

1 Paperback Study Guide 978-1-4335-7089-6 $7.99

2 Hardcover 978-1-4335-6949-4 $19.99

1 
No Packaging

2 
No Packaging

39

Unfolding Grace_v9 Font: Trinite No 2 (12/16) Trim: 5.25 x 7.75 

A BR A H A M  A N D  T H E 
PROM I SE  OF  I SA AC

AbrAhAm And his lArge household traveled from 

Ur to Canaan, then to Egypt, and then back to Canaan—

the land of God’s promise. By now Abraham was aging 

and his wife was barren. How will God fulfill his prom-

ises to give them this land, to give them descendants, and 

to bless the world through their line? Although it looks 

like God’s plan faces an insurmountable obstacle, God 

calls Abraham and Sarah to trust him. He will give them 

a son, Isaac, and through him the blessing to the nations 

will come. 

These chapters highlight a pattern in the Bible’s story: 

God is a God of promise, and his people are men and 

Sample spread (67% actual size)

Part 1: The Story Begins Creation and Fall 

4 5
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Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gath-
ered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that 
it was good.

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their 
seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was 
so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding 
seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit 
in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the 
heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be 
for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them 
be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 
earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great lights —
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night — and the stars. And God set them in the expanse 
of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the dark-
ness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day.

promises that a son of Eve will conquer the serpent, 

which signals that God will reverse the negative conse-

quences of sin and restore blessing to the world. This is 

the first promise of grace, the promise that unfolds across 

the Bible’s pages and through the coming ages. The story 

of the Bible unfolds God’s gracious plan to restore God’s 

people to God’s place, to once again enjoy God’s presence 

and reflect his good rule.

G E N E S I S  1 – 4

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 

over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of 
the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
And God made the expanse and separated the waters that 
were under the expanse from the waters that were above 
the expanse. And it was so. And God called the expanse 

Actual type size

UNFOLDING GRACE
The Bible is more than just a book about events in history: it’s a 

unified story. In Unfolding Grace, readers will discover that unifying 

story of Scripture from cover to cover through 40 Scripture readings. 

Each passage, coupled with newly written introductions, will enable 

readers to follow God’s redemptive plan as it develops through the 

Bible. Featuring beautiful illustrations by Peter Voth on high-quality 

book paper, Unfolding Grace has the feel of a novel—deepening the 

reader’s engagement with each passage, while maintaining the depth 

of a biblical resource, making it ideal for anyone unfamiliar with the 

storyline of grace that flows through the pages of Scripture. 

Companion study guide also available. 
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ESV
EVERY DAY BIBLE
365 Readings through the Whole Bible

Setting and maintaining a Bible-reading goal can be tough in the 

busyness of everyday life. The ESV Every Day Bible was designed 

from the ground up to be an inviting daily-reading Bible, to help 

readers achieve their goal of reading through the Bible in a year. 

Each daily reading presents a passage from the Old Testament, New 

Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs in an attractive double-column 

typesetting printed on high-quality Bible paper. The combination of 

a thoughtful reading plan, beautiful layout, and affordable cost make 

this Bible a perfect choice for those looking to savor their reading of 

the Bible over the course of a year. 

FEATURES

SIZE 5.375" x 8.625"

BIBLE TEXT 9-point Lexicon

PAGE COUNT 1,408

 n Double-column 
format

 n Footnotes

Double-column format

365 readings

Smyth-sewn binding

Opaque Bible paper

New typesetting

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

Paperback 978-1-4335-7095-7 $18.99

NEW
No Packaging

January 2 6 7 January 3

1 Cain sounds like the Hebrew for gotten 2 Hebrew will there not be a lifting up [of your face]? 3 Or is toward 4 Hebrew; Samaritan, Septuagint, Syriac, 
Vulgate add Let us go out to the field 5 Or My guilt is too great to bear 6 Nod means wandering 

1 Or nations noisily assemble 2 Revocalization yields (compare Septuagint) You shall rule 

13   we shall find all precious goods,
  we shall fill our houses with plun-

der;
14   throw in your lot among us;
  we will all have one purse”—
15   my son, do not walk in the way with 

them;
  hold back your foot from their 

paths,
16   for their feet run to evil,
  and they make haste to shed blood.

17   For in vain is a net spread
  in the sight of any bird,
18   but these men lie in wait for their 

own blood;
  they set an ambush for their own 

lives.
19   Such are the ways of everyone who is 

greedy for unjust gain;
  it takes away the life of its posses-

sors.

JA NUA RY 3

GEnESIS 4

4:1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she 
conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have 
gotten1 a man with the help of the Lord.” 
2  And again, she bore his brother Abel. 
Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain 
a worker of the ground. 3 In the course of 
time Cain brought to the Lord an offer-
ing of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel 
also brought of the firstborn of his flock 
and of their fat portions. And the Lord 
had regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but 
for Cain and his offering he had no regard. 
So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 
6  The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you 
angry, and why has your face fallen? 7  If 
you do well, will you not be accepted?2 
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching 
at the door. Its desire is contrary to3 you, 
but you must rule over it.”

8  Cain spoke to Abel his brother.4 And 
when they were in the field, Cain rose up 
against his brother Abel and killed him. 
9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is 
Abel your brother?” He said, “I  do not 
know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 And 
the Lord said, “What have you done? The 
voice of your brother’s blood is crying 
to me from the ground. 11  And now you 

are cursed from the ground, which has 
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 
blood from your hand. 12 When you work 
the ground, it shall no long er yield to you 
its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a 
wanderer on the earth.” 13 Cain said to the 
Lord, “My punishment is greater than I 
can bear.5 14  Behold, you have driven me 
today away from the ground, and from 
your face I shall be hidden. I  shall be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and 
whoever finds me will kill me.” 15  Then 
the Lord said to him, “Not so! If anyone 
kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on 
him sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark 
on Cain, lest any who found him should 
attack him. 16 Then Cain went away from 
the presence of the Lord and settled in 
the land of Nod,6 east of Eden.

17 Cain knew his wife, and she conceived 
and bore Enoch. When he built a city, 
he called the name of the city after the 
name of his son, Enoch. 18 To Enoch was 
born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, 
and Mehujael fathered Methushael, and 
Methushael fathered Lamech. 19  And 
Lamech took two wives. The name of 
the one was Adah, and the name of the 
other Zillah. 20  Adah bore Jabal; he was 
the father of those who dwell in tents 

Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by 
the prophet:

 6  “ ‘ And you, O Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah,

  are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah;

  for from you shall come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people 

Israel.’ ”

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men 
secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when 
you have found him, bring me word, 
that I too may come and worship him.” 
9 After listening to the king, they went on 
their way. And behold, the star that they 
had seen when it rose went before them 
until it came to rest over the place where 
the child was. 10 When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11 And going into the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped him. Then, open-
ing their treasures, they offered him gifts, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And 
being warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they departed to their own coun-
try by another way.

PSaLM 2

2:1   Why do the nations rage1

  and the peoples plot in vain?
 2   The kings of the earth set them-

selves,
  and the rulers take counsel 

together,
  against the Lord and against his 

Anointed, saying,
 3  “ Let us burst their bonds apart
  and cast away their cords from us.”

 4   He who sits in the heavens laughs;
  the Lord holds them in derision.

 5   Then he will speak to them in his 
wrath,

  and terrify them in his fury, saying,
 6  “ As for me, I have set my King
  on Zion, my holy hill.”

 7   I will tell of the decree:
  The Lord said to me, “You are my 

Son;
  today I have begotten you.
 8   Ask of me, and I will make the 

nations your heritage,
  and the ends of the earth your 

possession.
 9   You shall break2 them with a rod of 

iron
  and dash them in pieces like a 

potter’s vessel.”

10   Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
  be warned, O rulers of the earth.
11   Serve the Lord with fear,
  and rejoice with trembling.
12   Kiss the Son,
  lest he be angry, and you perish in 

the way,
  for his wrath is quickly kindled.
  Blessed are all who take refuge in 

him.

PrOVEr BS 1:8–19

 8   Hear, my son, your father’s instruc-
tion,

  and forsake not your mother’s 
teaching,

 9   for they are a graceful garland for 
your head

  and pendants for your neck.
10   My son, if sinners entice you,
  do not consent.
11   If they say, “Come with us, let us lie 

in wait for blood;
  let us ambush the innocent with-

out reason;
12   like Sheol let us swallow them alive,
  and whole, like those who go 

down to the pit;
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 
3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 
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JOHN 1:1–18

1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7  He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his 
own people3 did not receive him. 12  But 
to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15  (John bore wit-
ness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 

ever seen God; the only God,6 who is at the 
Father’s side,7 he has made him known.

pSAlM 100

100:1   A Psalm for giving thanks.

 1   Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all 
the earth!

 2   Serve the Lord with gladness!
  Come into his presence with sing-

ing!

 3   Know that the Lord, he is God!
  It is he who made us, and we are 

his;8

  we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture.

 4   Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
  and his courts with praise!
  Give thanks to him; bless his 

name!

 5   For the Lord is good;
  his steadfast love endures forever,
  and his faithfulness to all genera-

tions.

prOVEr BS 14:15–16

15   The simple believes everything,
  but the prudent gives thought to 

his steps.
16   One who is wise is cautious9 and 

turns away from evil,
  but a fool is reckless and careless.
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PRAYER BIBLE
The ESV Prayer Bible was created to help you reflect on God’s 

Word through prayer. With 400+ historical prayers linked to key 

passages throughout the biblical text, this volume demonstrates the 

connection between the words God has spoken to us in the Bible and 

the words we speak back to him in prayer. Featuring the prayers of 

the early Church Fathers, Puritans, Protestant Reformers, and more, 

along with an introductory essay by Donald S. Whitney (author of 

Praying the Bible) and prayer-related book introductions, this edition 

helps readers learn to pray using Scripture as their guide alongside 

famous Christians throughout history.
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TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

John 17 is the only chapter in the New Testament devoted entirely 
to recording a prayer offered to God—even a prayer offered by 
his beloved Son, our Savior. In this prayer Jesus both models 
kingdom-centered prayer for his disciples and demonstrates the 
stunning reality that our prayers are never alone, for our great 
high priest, God the Son himself, also prays for us. He prays for 
the glory of the Savior (17:5), and so should we. He prays for our 
unity and eternity security (vv. 12, 21–22), especially from the evil 
one (v. 15), and so should we. He prays for our holiness through 
the Word (v. 17), for the world to know its only Savior (v. 23), for 
us to know the Father’s love (v. 26)—and so should we.

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11  He came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For 
from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one 
has ever seen God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 he has made 
him known.

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, 
or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, 
who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 
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1 Some manuscripts holiness 2 Or down payment 1 Some manuscripts your 2 Greek fleshly hearts 

also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for 
the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.

1:3–11 — Preserve my soul, O Lord, because it belongs to you, and 
preserve my body because it belongs to my soul. You alone do 
steer my boat through all its voyage, but you have a more especial 
care of it, when it comes to a narrow current, or to a dangerous 
fall of waters. You have a care of the preservation of my body in 
all the ways of my life; but, in the straits of death, open your eyes 
wider, and enlarge your providence toward me so far that no illness 
or agony may shake and benumb my soul. So make my bed in all 
my sickness that, being used to your hand, I may content with any 
bed of your making. Amen. 

John Donne

Paul’s Change of Plans
12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved 

in the world with simplicity1 and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom 
but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you. 13 For we are not 
writing to you anything other than what you read and understand and 
I hope you will fully understand— 14 just as you did partially understand 
us—that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will boast of us as we will 
boast of you.

15 Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you 
might have a second experience of grace. 16  I  wanted to visit you on my 
way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia and have 
you send me on my way to Judea. 17 Was I  vacillating when I  wanted to 
do this? Do I make my plans according to the flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” 
and “No, no” at the same time? 18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to 
you has not been Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom 
we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and 
No, but in him it is always Yes. 20 For all the promises of God find their Yes 
in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for 
his glory. 21 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has 
anointed us, 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit 
in our hearts as a guarantee.2

23 But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained 
from coming again to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we 
work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith.

2 For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit to you. 2 For if 
I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have 

pained? 3 And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain 
from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that 
my joy would be the joy of you all. 4 For I wrote to you out of much affliction 
and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let 
you know the abundant love that I have for you.

Forgive the Sinner
5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some 

measure—not to put it too severely—to all of you. 6 For such a one, this 
punishment by the majority is enough, 7 so you should rather turn to forgive 
and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I beg 
you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is why I wrote, that I might test 
you and know whether you are obedient in everything. 10 Anyone whom 
you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven 
anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 11  so that we 
would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs.

2:11 — Grant, Almighty God, since during our pilgrimage in this 
world we have daily need of the teaching and government of your 
Spirit, that with true modesty we may depend on your Word and 
secret inspiration and not take too much on ourselves. Grant also 
that we may be conscious of our ignorance, blindness, and stupid-
ity, and always flee to you, and never permit ourselves to be drawn 
aside in any way by the cunning of Satan and of the ungodly.

John Calvin

Triumph in Christ
12  When I  came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a 

door was opened for me in the Lord, 13 my spirit was not at rest because 
I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on 
to Macedonia.

14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal proces-
sion, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him every-
where. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being 
saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death 
to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these 
things? 17 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men 
of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.

Ministers of the New Covenant

3 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some 
do, letters of recommendation to you, or from you? 2 You yourselves are 

our letter of recommendation, written on our1 hearts, to be known and read 
by all. 3 And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, writ-
ten not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone 
but on tablets of human hearts.2

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not 
that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but 
our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of 
a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but 
the Spirit gives life.
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MEN’S DEVOTIONAL BIBLE
Our world presents daily distractions that can easily displace Christ 

as the center of a man’s heart and life. The goal of the ESV Men’s 

Devotional Bible is to strengthen and encourage men through the 

life-giving Word of God and sound devotional content aimed at 

nurturing godliness.

With 365 theologically rich and gospel-centered devotions drawn 

from God’s Word, this all-new resource was created under the 

editorial oversight of Dr. Sam Storms with contributions from over 

50 Christian leaders. Book introductions explore each book’s unique 

contribution to a man’s walk with God. Thoughtful and instructive 

articles address sound doctrine, life in the local church, leadership, 

the heart, calling, and a host of other relevant issues for today.

The ESV Men’s Devotional Bible will strengthen men in their walk with 

Christ, helping them apply the gospel and the truth of God’s Word in 

their homes, churches, and workplaces.

ight in the middle of one 

of the most beautiful, 

breathtaking, magisterial 

descriptions of the eternal 

Son of God ever penned, the apostle John, 

abruptly it seems, writes these words: 

“There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John” (John 1:6). They almost 

feel like an interruption, a distraction.

Is the apostle directing our eyes away 

from God the Son, the Word, the Life, 

the Light, in order to look at a man? No. 

The apostle is directing us to see the 

Son through a man. This seemingly odd 

insertion about John the Baptist reveals 

something else profound and mysterious: 

God has chosen to make human witnesses 

the windows through which we see Jesus.

For fallen humans, witnesses are win-

dows to the truth. That’s why, whenever 

we must judge whether someone is telling 

us the truth or not, we almost always look 

for a witness. There is something uniquely 

powerful about an objective person who 

confirms the truth of another’s testimony, 

someone who has nothing worldly to gain 

from verifying what he or she believes to 

be true. If that witness is willing to suffer 

loss by his verification, it is even more 

powerful. And if many witnesses are willing 

to suffer loss, even of their own lives, to 

confirm the truth of a person’s testimony, 

it is exponentially powerful.

John the Baptist “came as a witness . . . 

that all might believe through him” (v. 7). 

He was the first in what has become a 

great “cloud of witnesses” (Heb. 12:1) to 

the truth of Jesus’ testimony. This cloud 

has swelled to millions and millions, each 

witness having seen Jesus through the 

witness of another. Thousands more join 

this cloud every day. And many in the 

cloud have lost, or soon will lose, their lives 

because of their witness. And because of 

their loss, all the more will see Jesus and 

believe in him—through the window of 

their witness.

When we hear the call of Jesus and 

follow him, Jesus says to us, “You will be 

my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). Our faith is not 

a private matter. It is a public window 

through which God wants to reveal Jesus to 

others. That is our primary call on earth, no 

matter what other tasks God has given us 

to accomplish. We are not our own (1 Cor. 

6:19). We, like John, are men sent from God.

THERE WAS A MAN 
SENT FROM GOD

JOHN 1:1–18

JON BLOOM Next devotional reading: page 1221

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

JOH N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3  All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4  In him was life,1 and the life 
was the light of men. 5  The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7  He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace.5 17  For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only 
God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 he has 
made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but con-
fessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 21  And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 

And he answered, “No.” 22  So they said to 
him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I  am a the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 
27  even he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes 
a man who ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ 31  I  myself did not know him, 
but for this purpose I came baptizing with 
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know 
him, but he who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37  The two disciples 
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and 
said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39  He 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own 
people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some 
manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the 
Chosen One a Isa. 40:3 
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T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his own 
people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children 
of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom 
I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace.4 17 For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only 
God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 he has 
made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 

20 He confessed, and did not deny, but con
fessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to 
him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight7 the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes 
a man who ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, 
but for this purpose I came baptizing with 
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know 
him, but he who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
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 The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked | PSALM 1

P S A L M  1

The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked

 11   Blessed is the man
  who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
  nor stands in the way of sinners,
  nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
 2   but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
  and on his law he meditates day and night.

 3   He is like a tree
  planted by streams of water
  that yields its fruit in its season,
  and its leaf does not wither.
  In all that he does, he prospers.
 4   The wicked are not so,
  but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

 5   Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
  nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
 6   for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
  but the way of the wicked will perish.

§
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worship God genuinely must embrace his Law (or 
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also in the Bible’s wisdom literature and makes them 
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 Save Me, O My God | PSALM 3
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PSALM 3 | Save Me, O My God 

This is the first psalm with a title. David wrote 
this psalm, we are told, as a response to the heart- 
wrenching experience of being violently pursued by 
his own son, Absalom (see 2 Samuel 15–16). We see 
in this psalm how a man of God models genuine faith 
in the midst of dire circumstances. What must it have 
been like to be murderously hunted by his own child?

David felt utterly overwhelmed by the sheer weight 
of opposition: “Many are rising against me” (Ps. 3:1); 
“many thousands of people . . . have set themselves 
against me” (v. 6).

What strengthens David, however, is not strength 
mustered up from within. What stabilizes him is not 
self- generated optimism. David knows that earthly 
help is worthless when the tidal waves of life threaten 
to overwhelm and drown us. Instead he looks to God: 
“But you, O Lord, are a shield about me” (v. 3). This 
is the posture of faith. Only in this way does David’s 
internal frenetic anxiety die away so that he can sleep 
in peace once more (v. 5). Self- divesting trust in God 
is the channel through which the deliverance and 
power of God may flow.

What threatens to overwhelm you today? We have 
an even greater source of calm than David did, for 
there is one who did not strike God’s enemies on the 
cheek (v. 7) but instead let himself be struck on the 
cheek. Indeed, he experienced the ultimate rejection, 
being nailed to a Roman cross. Jesus allowed him-
self to be truly overwhelmed by his enemies. The 
result is that believers can be confident that every 
overwhelming experience they face is from a loving 
Father to help them.

Save Me, O My God

3  A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son.

 1   O Lord, how many are my foes!
  Many are rising against me;
 2   many are saying of my soul,
 “ There is no salvation for him in God.” Selah

 3   But you, O Lord, are a shield about me,
  my glory, and the lifter of my head.
 4   I cried aloud to the Lord,
  and he answered me from his holy hill. Selah

 5   I lay down and slept;
  I woke again, for the Lord sustained me.
 6   I will not be afraid of many thousands of people
  who have set themselves against me all around.

 7   Arise, O Lord!
  Save me, O my God!
  For you strike all my enemies on the cheek;
  you break the teeth of the wicked.

 8   Salvation belongs to the Lord;
  your blessing be on your people! Selah

§
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own 
people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts 
the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3 

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3  All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 
and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a wit-
ness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. 8 He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his 
own people3 did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore wit-
ness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 
ever seen God; the only God,6 who is at the 
Father’s side,7 he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22  So they said to him, “Who are you? 
We need to give an answer to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight8 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither 
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do 
not know, 27 even he who comes after me, 
the strap of whose sandal I am not wor-
thy to untie.” 28 These things took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus com-

ing toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself 
did not know him, but for this purpose 
I  came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John 
bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
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1 Or I am what I am, or I wIll be what I wIll be 2 The word lord, when spelled with capital letters, stands for the divine name, YHWH, which is here 
connected with the verb hayah, “to be” in verse 14 3 Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew go, not by a mighty hand 4 Hebrew into your bosom; also 
verse 7 5 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13 

of their taskmasters. I know their suffer-
ings, 8 and I have come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians 
and to bring them up out of that land 
to a good and broad land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, to the place of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
9  And now, behold, the cry of the peo-
ple of Israel has come to me, and I have 
also seen the oppression with which the 
Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will 
send you to Pharaoh that you may bring 
my people, the children of Israel, out of 
Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who 
am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring 
the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He 
said, “But I  will be with you, and this 
shall be the sign for you, that I have sent 
you: when you have brought the people 
out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 
mountain.”

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come 
to the people of Israel and say to them, 
‘The God of your fathers has sent me to 
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 
what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to 
Moses, “I am who I  am.”1 And he said, 
“Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I am 
has sent me to you.’ ” 15 God also said to 
Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: 
‘The Lord,2 the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ 
This is my name forever, and thus I am 
to be remembered throughout all gen-
erations. 16 Go and gather the elders of 
Israel together and say to them, ‘The 
Lord, the God of your fathers, the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has 
appeared to me, saying, “I have observed 
you and what has been done to you in 
Egypt, 17 and I promise that I will bring 
you up out of the affliction of Egypt to 
the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 

and the Jebusites, a land flowing with 
milk and honey.” ’ 18 And they will listen 
to your voice, and you and the elders of 
Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and 
say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the 
Hebrews, has met with us; and now, 
please let us go a three days’ journey into 
the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to 
the Lord our God.’ 19 But I know that the 
king of Egypt will not let you go unless 
compelled by a mighty hand.3 20 So I will 
stretch out my hand and strike Egypt 
with all the wonders that I will do in it; 
after that he will let you go. 21 And I will 
give this people favor in the sight of the 
Egyptians; and when you go, you shall 
not go empty, 22 but each woman shall 
ask of her neighbor, and any woman who 
lives in her house, for silver and gold jew-
elry, and for clothing. You shall put them 
on your sons and on your daughters. So 
you shall plunder the Egyptians.”

Moses Given Powerful Signs

4 Then Moses answered, “But behold, 
they will not believe me or listen to 

my voice, for they will say, ‘The Lord 
did not appear to you.’ ” 2 The Lord said 
to him, “What is that in your hand?” He 
said, “A staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw it on 
the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, 
and it became a serpent, and Moses ran 
from it. 4 But the Lord said to Moses, “Put 
out your hand and catch it by the tail”—
so he put out his hand and caught it, and 
it became a staff in his hand— 5  “that 
they may believe that the Lord, the God 
of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
appeared to you.” 6 Again, the Lord said to 
him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.”4 
And he put his hand inside his cloak, and 
when he took it out, behold, his hand 
was leprous5 like snow. 7 Then God said, 
“Put your hand back inside your cloak.” 
So he put his hand back inside his cloak, 

1 Moses sounds like the Hebrew for draw out 2 Hebrew brothers 3 Gershom sounds like the Hebrew for sojourner 

crying. She took pity on him and said, 
“This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 
7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter, “Shall I go and call you a nurse from 
the Hebrew women to nurse the child 
for you?” 8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said 
to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called 
the child’s mother. 9 And Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter said to her, “Take this child away and 
nurse him for me, and I will give you your 
wages.” So the woman took the child and 
nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, 
she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, 
and he became her son. She named him 
Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew him 
out of the water.”1

Moses Flees to Midian
11 One day, when Moses had grown up, 

he went out to his people and looked on 
their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian 
beating a Hebrew, one of his people.2 
12 He looked this way and that, and see-
ing no one, he struck down the Egyptian 
and hid him in the sand. 13 When he went 
out the next day, behold, two Hebrews 
were struggling together. And he said to 
the man in the wrong, “Why do you strike 
your companion?” 14 He answered, “Who 
made you a prince and a judge over us? 
Do you mean to kill me as you killed the 
Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and 
thought, “Surely the thing is known.” 
15 When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to 
kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh 
and stayed in the land of Midian. And he 
sat down by a well.

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven 
daughters, and they came and drew water 
and filled the troughs to water their 
father’s flock. 17 The shepherds came and 
drove them away, but Moses stood up 
and saved them, and watered their flock. 
18 When they came home to their father 
Reuel, he said, “How is it that you have 
come home so soon today?” 19 They said, 
“An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand 

of the shepherds and even drew water for 
us and watered the flock.” 20 He said to his 
daughters, “Then where is he? Why have 
you left the man? Call him, that he may 
eat bread.” 21 And Moses was content to 
dwell with the man, and he gave Moses 
his daughter Zipporah. 22 She gave birth 
to a son, and he called his name Gershom, 
for he said, “I have been a sojourner3 in a 
foreign land.”

God Hears Israel’s Groaning
23  During those many days the king 

of Egypt died, and the people of Israel 
groaned because of their slavery and cried 
out for help. Their cry for rescue from slav-
ery came up to God. 24  And God heard 
their groaning, and God remembered 
his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, 
and with Jacob. 25 God saw the people of 
Israel—and God knew.

The Burning Bush

3 Now Moses was keeping the flock of 
his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of 

Midian, and he led his flock to the west 
side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, 
the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of 
fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, 
and behold, the bush was burning, yet 
it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, 
“I will turn aside to see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burned.” 4 When the 
Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then 
he said, “Do not come near; take your san-
dals off your feet, for the place on which 
you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And 
he said, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for 
he was afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely 
seen the affliction of my people who are 
in Egypt and have heard their cry because 

Moses and the 
Burning Bush
Exodus 2:11–4:31
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T H E  G O S P E L  ACCO R D I N G  TO

J O HN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3  All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, 
that all might believe through him. 8 He 
was not the light, but came to bear wit-
ness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to his own, 
and his own people did not receive him. 
12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, 
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his full-
ness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17 For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; 
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I  am not.” “Are 
you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are 
you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23  He said, “I  am the voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither 
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you 
do not know, 27 even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world! 30  This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 
31 I myself did not know him, but for this 
purpose I came baptizing with water, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32  And John bore witness: “I  saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son 
of God.”
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3  All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 
and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a wit-
ness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. 8 He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his 
own people3 did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore wit-
ness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 
ever seen God; the only God,6 who is at the 
Father’s side,7 he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22  So they said to him, “Who are you? 
We need to give an answer to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight8 
the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither 
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do 
not know, 27 even he who comes after me, 
the strap of whose sandal I am not wor-
thy to untie.” 28 These things took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus com-

ing toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself 
did not know him, but for this purpose 
I  came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John 
bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

Actual type size and page width

FEATURES

SIZE 4.5" x 6.5"

BIBLE TEXT 8-point Lexicon

PAGE COUNT 1,376

 n Double-column 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

14 full-color inserts with overviews of major biblical 
concepts and themes

Easily readable font for kids

Old and New Testament timelines

8 kid-friendly maps

Ribbon marker

Words of Christ in red

20- and 60-day reading plans

Dictionary

Smyth-sewn binding

Gilding

Lifetime guarantee

M
inistry &

  
O

utreach
Stud

y
Text

R
eference

D
evo

tio
nal

C
hild

ren
R

ead
ers

Lang
uag

es
Jo

urnaling
C

hild
ren



123122

ESV
SEEK AND FIND BIBLE
This full-color children’s Bible for ages 5–9 combines the complete 

ESV Bible text with 130 retellings of major Bible stories alongside 

vibrant illustrations. Each Bible story is clearly summarized for young 

readers, directs them to where to find the story in the Bible text, 

and also includes a key verse to memorize, related Bible readings 

for discovering more of the story throughout the Bible, and simple 

questions for families to help children begin to understand and apply 

God’s Word. Colorful icons make it easy for young readers to see 

where each story is found in Scripture and to locate the illustration 

that goes with it. The ESV Seek and Find Bible is the perfect first 

Bible for young readers, and a wonderful resource for families to use 

together.

1
No Packaging

2
O-wrap

3
O-wrap

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

1 Hardcover 978-1-4335-6694-3 $34.99

2 TruTone, Brown 978-1-4335-6695-0 $44.99

3 TruTone, Purple 978-1-4335-6696-7 $44.99

FEATURES

SIZE 5.375" x 8.625"

BIBLE TEXT 9-point Milo Serif

PAGE COUNT 1,616

 n Double-column 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Book intros & 
charts

130 full-page, full-color illustrations

Simple Bible story retellings for each illustration

Introductions to each book of the Bible

Key verses to memorize

Related Bible readings for each of the 130 major 
stories

Illustrated profiles of more than 50 major Bible 
characters

20+ illustrated facts about Bible objects,  
structures, and places

Reflection questions for families

Smyth-sewn binding

Lifetime guarantee (TruTone editions)
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1 Isaac means he laughs 

made their father drink wine that night. 
And the firstborn went in and lay with her 
father. He did not know when she lay down 
or when she arose.

34 The next day, the firstborn said to the 
younger, “Behold, I lay last night with my 
father. Let us make him drink wine tonight 
also. Then you go in and lie with him, that 
we may preserve offspring from our father.” 
35 So they made their father drink wine that 
night also. And the younger arose and lay 
with him, and he did not know when she 
lay down or when she arose. 36 Thus both 
the daughters of Lot became pregnant by 
their father. 37 The firstborn bore a son and 
called his name Moab.2 He is the father of 
the Moabites to this day. 38 The younger also 
bore a son and called his name Ben- ammi.3 
He is the father of the Ammonites to this 
day.

Abraham and Abimelech

20 From there Abraham journeyed 
toward the territory of the Negeb 

and lived between Kadesh and Shur; and 
he sojourned in Gerar. 2 And Abraham said 

of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And 
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took 
Sarah. 3  But God came to Abimelech in a 
dream by night and said to him, “Behold, 
you are a dead man because of the woman 
whom you have taken, for she is a man’s 
wife.” 4 Now Abimelech had not approached 
her. So he said, “Lord, will you kill an 
innocent people? 5 Did he not himself say 
to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself 
said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of 
my heart and the innocence of my hands I 
have done this.” 6 Then God said to him in 
the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done 
this in the integrity of your heart, and it 
was I who kept you from sinning against 
me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 
7 Now then, return the man’s wife, for he is 
a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and 
you shall live. But if you do not return her, 
know that you shall surely die, you and all 
who are yours.”

8 So Abimelech rose early in the morning 
and called all his servants and told them all 
these things. And the men were very much 
afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham 
and said to him, “What have you done to 
us? And how have I sinned against you, that 
you have brought on me and my kingdom a 
great sin? You have done to me things that 
ought not to be done.” 10  And Abimelech 
said to Abraham, “What did you see, that 
you did this thing?” 11 Abraham said, “I did 
it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of 
God at all in this place, and they will kill me 
because of my wife.’ 12 Besides, she is indeed 
my sister, the daughter of my father though 
not the daughter of my mother, and she 
became my wife. 13 And when God caused 
me to wander from my father’s house, I said 
to her, ‘This is the kindness you must do 
me: at every place to which we come, say 
of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ”

14 Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen, 
and male servants and female servants, 
and gave them to Abraham, and returned 
Sarah his wife to him. 15  And Abimelech 
said, “Behold, my land is before you; dwell 
where it pleases you.” 16 To Sarah he said, 
“Behold, I have given your brother a thou-
sand pieces of silver. It is a sign of your 
innocence in the eyes of all who are with 

1 Beersheba means well of seven or well of the oath 

you, and before everyone you are vindi-
cated.” 17 Then Abraham prayed to God, and 
God healed Abimelech, and also healed his 
wife and female slaves so that they bore 
children. 18 For the Lord had closed all the 
wombs of the house of Abimelech because 
of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

The Birth of Isaac

21 The Lord visited Sarah as he 
had said, and the Lord did 

to Sarah as he had promised. 2 And 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son 
in his old age at the time of which God had 
spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name 
of his son who was born to him, whom 
Sarah bore him, Isaac.1 4 And Abraham cir-
cumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. 
5 Abraham was a hundred years old when 
his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah 
said, “God has made laughter for me; every-
one who hears will laugh over me.” 7 And 
she said, “Who would have said to Abraham 
that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have 
borne him a son in his old age.”

God Protects Hagar and Ishmael
8  And the child grew and was weaned. 

And Abraham made a great feast on the 
day that Isaac was weaned. 9  But Sarah 
saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom 
she had borne to Abraham, laughing. 10 So 
she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave 
woman with her son, for the son of this 
slave woman shall not be heir with my son 
Isaac.” 11 And the thing was very displeasing 
to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But 
God said to Abraham, “Be not displeased 
because of the boy and because of your 
slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, 

do as she tells you, for through Isaac 
shall your offspring be named. 
13  And I will make a nation of the 

son of the slave woman also, because he 
is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early 
in the morning and took bread and a skin 
of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on 
her shoulder, along with the child, and sent 
her away. And she departed and wandered 
in the wilderness of Beersheba.

15 When the water in the skin was gone, 
she put the child under one of the bushes. 
16  Then she went and sat down opposite 
him a good way off, about the distance of 
a bowshot, for she said, “Let me not look 
on the death of the child.” And as she sat 
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and 
wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy, 
and the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, 
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice 
of the boy where he is. 18  Up! Lift up the 
boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for 
I will make him into a great nation.” 19 Then 
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of 
water. And she went and filled the skin with 
water and gave the boy a drink. 20 And God 
was with the boy, and he grew up. He lived 
in the wilderness and became an expert 
with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness 
of Paran, and his mother took a wife for 
him from the land of Egypt.

A Treaty with Abimelech
22 At that time Abimelech and Phicol the 

commander of his army said to Abraham, 
“God is with you in all that you do. 23 Now 
therefore swear to me here by God that 
you will not deal falsely with me or with 
my descendants or with my posterity, but 
as I have dealt kindly with you, so you will 
deal with me and with the land where you 
have sojourned.” 24  And Abraham said, 
“I will swear.”

25  When Abraham reproved Abimelech 
about a well of water that Abimelech’s ser-
vants had seized, 26 Abimelech said, “I do 
not know who has done this thing; you 
did not tell me, and I have not heard of it 
until today.” 27 So Abraham took sheep and 
oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the 
two men made a covenant. 28 Abraham set 
seven ewe lambs of the flock apart. 29 And 
Abimelech said to Abraham, “What is the 
meaning of these seven ewe lambs that you 
have set apart?” 30  He said, “These seven 
ewe lambs you will take from my hand, 
that this may be a witness for me that I 
dug this well.” 31 Therefore that place was 
called Beersheba,1 because there both of 
them swore an oath. 32 So they made a cov-
enant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and 33, 43, 47, 53

Sarah
Sarah was Abraham’s wife. After 
she moved to the Promised Land 
with Abraham, she grew very old 
without having any children. But God 
promised Abraham and Sarah that 
they would have a special baby. At 
first Sarah laughed at God, but later 
she believed. Her baby, Isaac, was 
born when she was 90 years old.
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When Moses had grown up, he saw how terribly the Egyptians 
were treating the Hebrew people. One day, Moses saw an Egyptian beating 
a Hebrew slave. Moses was so angry that he killed the Egyptian and buried 
his body in the sand. But Pharaoh found out, and he tried to kill Moses. So 
Moses ran away to live in the land of Midian. He lived there many years, 
working as a shepherd.

One day, when Moses was keeping watch over the sheep, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a fl ame of fi re in the middle of a bush. Moses saw 
that the bush was on fi re, but it wasn’t burning up.

God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!”
Moses answered, “Here I am.”
Then God said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off  your feet, for 

the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”
God said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to 
look at God. Then the Lord told Moses that he had seen the suff ering of 
his people in Egypt, and he had come to rescue them. God said to Moses, 
“Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the 
children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

Moses did not think he could do this diffi  cult job. God promised that he 
would be with Moses, but Moses didn’t think the Israelites would believe 
that God had appeared to him.

Then God did two miracles (called signs), to prove that he had appeared 
to Moses and called him to lead the people of Israel. First, the Lord told 
Moses to throw his staff  on the ground. Moses did what God said—and 
the staff  became a snake! Then the Lord told Moses to catch the snake by 
the tail. When Moses did this, the snake became a staff  again.

Next the Lord told Moses to put his hand inside his robe and pull it out 
again. When Moses did, his hand was white with a disease called leprosy. 
Again God told Moses to put his hand in his robe and pull it out; this time, 
it came out healed. God told Moses that if the Israelites did not believe he 
had come from God, he could do these two signs to prove it.

Still, Moses did not think he could lead the people of Israel. Finally, 
God promised Moses that his brother, Aaron, would help Moses confront 
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt.

Together, Moses and Aaron went to the people of Israel and told 
them all that had happened. They showed them God’s signs. The people 
believed that God wanted to save them, and they bowed their heads and 
worshiped God.

Many years later, God would send his own Son, Jesus, to save his 
people. When we put our faith in Jesus, he rescues us from our slavery 
to sin and gives us eternal life!

Key Questions
Why was the ground by the burning bush holy?

What were the two signs that God gave to Moses to prove that he had 
sent Moses to lead the people of Israel?

Are there times you were afraid God’s commands were too diffi  cult? 
How has he helped you in such times?

Moses and the Burning Bush
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1 Isaac means he laughs 

made their father drink wine that night. 
And the firstborn went in and lay with her 
father. He did not know when she lay down 
or when she arose.

34 The next day, the firstborn said to the 
younger, “Behold, I lay last night with my 
father. Let us make him drink wine tonight 
also. Then you go in and lie with him, that 
we may preserve offspring from our father.” 
35 So they made their father drink wine that 
night also. And the younger arose and lay 
with him, and he did not know when she 
lay down or when she arose. 36 Thus both 
the daughters of Lot became pregnant by 
their father. 37 The firstborn bore a son and 
called his name Moab.2 He is the father of 
the Moabites to this day. 38 The younger also 
bore a son and called his name Ben- ammi.3 
He is the father of the Ammonites to this 
day.

Abraham and Abimelech

20 From there Abraham journeyed 
toward the territory of the Negeb 

and lived between Kadesh and Shur; and 
he sojourned in Gerar. 2 And Abraham said 

of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And 
Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took 
Sarah. 3  But God came to Abimelech in a 
dream by night and said to him, “Behold, 
you are a dead man because of the woman 
whom you have taken, for she is a man’s 
wife.” 4 Now Abimelech had not approached 
her. So he said, “Lord, will you kill an 
innocent people? 5 Did he not himself say 
to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself 
said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of 
my heart and the innocence of my hands I 
have done this.” 6 Then God said to him in 
the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done 
this in the integrity of your heart, and it 
was I who kept you from sinning against 
me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 
7 Now then, return the man’s wife, for he is 
a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and 
you shall live. But if you do not return her, 
know that you shall surely die, you and all 
who are yours.”

8 So Abimelech rose early in the morning 
and called all his servants and told them all 
these things. And the men were very much 
afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham 
and said to him, “What have you done to 
us? And how have I sinned against you, that 
you have brought on me and my kingdom a 
great sin? You have done to me things that 
ought not to be done.” 10  And Abimelech 
said to Abraham, “What did you see, that 
you did this thing?” 11 Abraham said, “I did 
it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of 
God at all in this place, and they will kill me 
because of my wife.’ 12 Besides, she is indeed 
my sister, the daughter of my father though 
not the daughter of my mother, and she 
became my wife. 13 And when God caused 
me to wander from my father’s house, I said 
to her, ‘This is the kindness you must do 
me: at every place to which we come, say 
of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ”

14 Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen, 
and male servants and female servants, 
and gave them to Abraham, and returned 
Sarah his wife to him. 15  And Abimelech 
said, “Behold, my land is before you; dwell 
where it pleases you.” 16 To Sarah he said, 
“Behold, I have given your brother a thou-
sand pieces of silver. It is a sign of your 
innocence in the eyes of all who are with 

1 Beersheba means well of seven or well of the oath 

you, and before everyone you are vindi-
cated.” 17 Then Abraham prayed to God, and 
God healed Abimelech, and also healed his 
wife and female slaves so that they bore 
children. 18 For the Lord had closed all the 
wombs of the house of Abimelech because 
of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

The Birth of Isaac

21 The Lord visited Sarah as he 
had said, and the Lord did 

to Sarah as he had promised. 2 And 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son 
in his old age at the time of which God had 
spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name 
of his son who was born to him, whom 
Sarah bore him, Isaac.1 4 And Abraham cir-
cumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. 
5 Abraham was a hundred years old when 
his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah 
said, “God has made laughter for me; every-
one who hears will laugh over me.” 7 And 
she said, “Who would have said to Abraham 
that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have 
borne him a son in his old age.”

God Protects Hagar and Ishmael
8  And the child grew and was weaned. 

And Abraham made a great feast on the 
day that Isaac was weaned. 9  But Sarah 
saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom 
she had borne to Abraham, laughing. 10 So 
she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave 
woman with her son, for the son of this 
slave woman shall not be heir with my son 
Isaac.” 11 And the thing was very displeasing 
to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But 
God said to Abraham, “Be not displeased 
because of the boy and because of your 
slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, 

do as she tells you, for through Isaac 
shall your offspring be named. 
13  And I will make a nation of the 

son of the slave woman also, because he 
is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early 
in the morning and took bread and a skin 
of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on 
her shoulder, along with the child, and sent 
her away. And she departed and wandered 
in the wilderness of Beersheba.

15 When the water in the skin was gone, 
she put the child under one of the bushes. 
16  Then she went and sat down opposite 
him a good way off, about the distance of 
a bowshot, for she said, “Let me not look 
on the death of the child.” And as she sat 
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and 
wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy, 
and the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, 
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice 
of the boy where he is. 18  Up! Lift up the 
boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for 
I will make him into a great nation.” 19 Then 
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of 
water. And she went and filled the skin with 
water and gave the boy a drink. 20 And God 
was with the boy, and he grew up. He lived 
in the wilderness and became an expert 
with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness 
of Paran, and his mother took a wife for 
him from the land of Egypt.

A Treaty with Abimelech
22 At that time Abimelech and Phicol the 

commander of his army said to Abraham, 
“God is with you in all that you do. 23 Now 
therefore swear to me here by God that 
you will not deal falsely with me or with 
my descendants or with my posterity, but 
as I have dealt kindly with you, so you will 
deal with me and with the land where you 
have sojourned.” 24  And Abraham said, 
“I will swear.”

25  When Abraham reproved Abimelech 
about a well of water that Abimelech’s ser-
vants had seized, 26 Abimelech said, “I do 
not know who has done this thing; you 
did not tell me, and I have not heard of it 
until today.” 27 So Abraham took sheep and 
oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the 
two men made a covenant. 28 Abraham set 
seven ewe lambs of the flock apart. 29 And 
Abimelech said to Abraham, “What is the 
meaning of these seven ewe lambs that you 
have set apart?” 30  He said, “These seven 
ewe lambs you will take from my hand, 
that this may be a witness for me that I 
dug this well.” 31 Therefore that place was 
called Beersheba,1 because there both of 
them swore an oath. 32 So they made a cov-
enant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and 33, 43, 47, 53

Sarah
Sarah was Abraham’s wife. After 
she moved to the Promised Land 
with Abraham, she grew very old 
without having any children. But God 
promised Abraham and Sarah that 
they would have a special baby. At 
first Sarah laughed at God, but later 
she believed. Her baby, Isaac, was 
born when she was 90 years old.

53
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 1143 John 4:14

WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD “GAVE” HIS ONLY SON?WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD “GAVE” HIS ONLY SON?
God not only sent his Son, but he also offered him to the God not only sent his Son, but he also offered him to the 
world as the atoning sacrifice for sin. (3:16)

WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD “GAVE” HIS ONLY SON?
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WHY WAS JESUS ANGRY?
Jesus revealed a holy wrath, not a violent spirit. He was upset Jesus revealed a holy wrath, not a violent spirit. He was upset 
with the business taking place in the temple. Jesus’ zeal revealed his with the business taking place in the temple. Jesus’ zeal revealed his 
relationship with God and the people of his house, Israel. relationship with God and the people of his house, Israel. (2:15–17)
with the business taking place in the temple. Jesus’ zeal revealed his 

(2:15–17)
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perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of 
the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judg-
ment: the light has come into the world, 
and people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because their works were evil. 
20  For everyone who does wicked things 
hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed. 
21 But whoever does what is true comes to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
his works have been carried out in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22  After this Jesus and his disciples 

went into the Judean countryside, and he 
remained there with them and was bap-
tizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon 
near Salim, because water was plentiful 
there, and people were coming and being 
baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put 
in prison).

25 Now a discussion arose between some 
of John’s disciples and a Jew over purifica-
tion. 26 And they came to John and said to 
him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across 
the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—
look, he is baptizing, and all are going to 
him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot 
receive even one thing unless it is given 
him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear 
me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, 
but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one 
who has the bride is the bridegroom. The 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 
hears him, rejoices greatly at the bride-
groom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine 
is now complete. 30 He must increase, but 
I must decrease.”

31  He who comes from above is above 
all. He who is of the earth belongs to the 
earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who 

comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears 
witness to what he has seen and heard, yet 
no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever 
receives his testimony sets his seal to this, 
that God is true. 34 For he whom God has 
sent utters the words of God, for he gives 
the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father 
loves the Son and has given all things into 
his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son 
has eternal life; whoever does not obey the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
remains on him.

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria

4 Now when Jesus learned that the 
Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 

making and baptizing more disciples than 
John 2 (although Jesus himself did not bap-
tize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea 
and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had 
to pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to 
a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the 
field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as 
he was from his journey, was sitting beside 
the well. It was about the sixth hour.

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
8  (For his disciples had gone away into 
the city to buy food.) 9  The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How is it that you, 
a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman 
of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings 
with Samaritans.) 10  Jesus answered her, 
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it 
is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would 
have given you living water.” 11 The woman 
said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw 
water with, and the well is deep. Where 
do you get that living water? 12  Are you 
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us 
the well and drank from it himself, as did 
his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will 
be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of 
the water that I will give 

43.John.indd   1143 11/4/14   3:17 PM

Genesis 1:22 2  3 Genesis 3:9

5 When no bush of the field was yet in 
the land and no small plant of the field 
had yet sprung up—for the Lord God 
had not caused it to rain on the land, and 
there was no man to work the ground, 
6 and a mist was going up from the land 
and was watering the whole face of the 
ground— 7  then the Lord God formed 
the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and the man became a living crea-
ture. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden 
in Eden, in the east, and there he put the 
man whom he had formed. 9 And out of 
the ground the Lord God made to spring 
up every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food. The tree of life was in 
the midst of the garden, and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river flowed out of Eden to water 
the garden, and there it divided and 
became four rivers. 11  The name of 
the first is the Pishon. It is the one 
that flowed around the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the 
gold of that land is good; bdellium and 
onyx stone are there. 13 The name of the 
second river is the Gihon. It is the one 
that flowed around the whole land of 
Cush. 14 And the name of the third river 
is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. 
And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely eat of 
every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of it you shall surely die.”

18  Then the Lord God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper fit for him.” 19  Now 
out of the ground the Lord God had 
formed every beast of the field and every 
bird of the heavens and brought them to 
the man to see what he would call them. 
And whatever the man called every liv-
ing creature, that was its name. 20  The 
man gave names to all livestock and to 
the birds of the heavens and to every 
beast of the field. But for Adam there 
was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So 

the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the man, and while he slept took 
one of his ribs and closed up its place 
with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord 
God had taken from the man he made 
into a woman and brought her to the 
man. 23 Then the man said,

 “ This at last is bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh;
  she shall be called Woman,
  because she was taken out of 

Man.”

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh. 25 And 
the man and his wife were both naked 
and were not ashamed.

The Fall

3 Now the serpent was more crafty 
than any other beast of the field that 

the Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actu-

ally say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in 
the garden’?” 2  And the woman said to 
the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden, 3  but God said, 
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the midst of the garden, nei-
ther shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 
4  But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5 For God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, know-
ing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
she also gave some to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes 
of both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked. And they sewed 
fig leaves together and made themselves 
loincloths.

8  And they heard the sound of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the 

kinds, and every winged bird according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22  And God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters 
in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” 23 And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fifth day.

24  And God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures according to their 
kinds—livestock and creeping things 
and beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made 
the beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds and the livestock according to 
their kinds, and everything that creeps 
on the ground according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good.

26  Then God said, “Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over the livestock and over all the 
earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.”

27   So God created man in his own 
image,

  in the image of God he created 
him;

  male and female he created them.

28 And God blessed them. And God said 
to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it, and have domin-

ion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” 29  And 
God said, “Behold, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is on the face of 
all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit. You shall have them for food. 
30 And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the heavens and to every-
thing that creeps on the earth, every-
thing that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” And it 
was so. 31  And God saw everything that 
he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day.

The seventh Day, God Rests

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all the host of them. 

2  And on the seventh day God finished 
his work that he had done, and he rested 
on the seventh day from all his work that 
he had done. 3  So God blessed the sev-
enth day and made it holy, because on it 
God rested from all his work that he had 
done in creation.

The Creation of Man and Woman
 4   These are the generations
  of the heavens and the earth when 

they were created,
  in the day that the Lord God made 

the earth and the heavens.

God Creates Man and Woman in His Own Image
GENESIS 1:26–28

God Creates Man and Woman in His Own Image
GENESIS 1:26–28
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God Provides Water in the Wilderness
EXODUS 17:1–7
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“How long will you refuse to keep my com
mandments and my laws? 29 See! The Lord 
has given you the Sabbath; therefore on the 
sixth day he gives you bread for two days. 
Remain each of you in his place; let no one 
go out of his place on the seventh day.” 30 So 
the people rested on the seventh day.

31 Now the house of Israel called its name 
manna. It was like coriander seed, white, 
and the taste of it was like wafers made with 
honey. 32 Moses said, “This is what the Lord 
has commanded: ‘Let an omer of it be kept 
throughout your generations, so that they 
may see the bread with which I fed you in 
the wilderness, when I brought you out 
of the land of Egypt.’ ” 33 And Moses said 
to Aaron, “Take a jar, and put an omer of 
manna in it, and place it before the Lord to 
be kept throughout your generations.” 34 As 
the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron 
placed it before the testimony to be kept. 
35 The people of Israel ate the manna forty 
years, till they came to a habitable land. 
They ate the manna till they came to the 
border of the land of Canaan. 36 (An omer is 
the tenth part of an ephah.)

Water from the Rock

17 All the congregation of the people 
of Israel moved on from the wil

derness of Sin by stages, according to the 
commandment of the Lord, and camped 
at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 

people to drink. 2  Therefore 
the people quarreled with 

Moses and said, “Give us 
water to drink.” And 

02.Exodus.indd   94 11/24/14   1:52 PM
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J O H N  3:3 887

(which means Christ). 42  He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter1).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael com-
ing toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And 
he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,2 you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wed-
ding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not 
yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each hold-
ing twenty or thirty gallons.3 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8  And he said to 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. 9  When 
the master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12  After this he went down to Capernaum, 
with his mother and his brothers4 and his dis-
ciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written, a “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20  The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple,5 and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself 
to them, because he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for 
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to Jesus6 by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3  Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 

1 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 2 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 3 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a 
metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 4 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) 
may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 5 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 6 Greek him a Ps. 69:9 

THE G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, 13 who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15  (John bore witness about him, 
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when 

the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He 
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I  am not the Christ.” 21  And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about your
self?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Phar
i sees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27 even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes 
a man who ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, 
but for this purpose I came baptizing with 
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know 
him, but he who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.”
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are featured in the back. Young children will 
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Holy Bible for Kids into an easy-to-read, large-

print edition with 10-point type. Interspersed 

throughout are 24 pages of illustrations 

depicting major scenes in the story of 

redemption. With kid-friendly maps in the 

back, this Bible is one that young children will 

love to call their own.
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Testament timelines, kid-friendly maps, and feature pages that help 

orient kids to key Scriptures on various topics. The ESV Children’s 

Bible is a colorful Bible that kids will love!

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

1 Hardcover, Blue 978-1-4335-4755-3 $27.50

2 TruTone, Brown, Let the Children Come 978-1-4335-6549-6 $34.99

3 TruTone, Purple 978-1-4335-6550-2 $34.99

1
L-card

2
O-wrap

3
O-wrap

FEATURES

SIZE 5.375" x 8.5"

BIBLE TEXT 9.5-point Milo Serif

PAGE COUNT 1,392

 n Double-column 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

200+ full-color illustrations

Old and New Testament timelines

“God’s Word for Me When. . .” and “God’s Word for 
Me About . . .” features

Dictionary

Smyth-sewn binding

Lifetime guarantee (TruTone editions)

M
inistry &

  
O

utreach
Stud

y
Text

R
eference

D
evo

tio
nal

C
hild

ren
R

ead
ers

Lang
uag

es
Jo

urnaling
C

hild
ren



128 129

ESV
READER’S BIBLE   
SIX-VOLUME SET
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be treasured and read in the most seamless way possible. 
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of God’s Word, the ESV Reader’s Bible,Six-Volume Set is designed 
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Printed on European book paper with a smyth-sewn binding 
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P R O L O G U E :  T H E  I N C A R N A T E  W O R D

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2

 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3

 All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 4

 In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. 5

 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6
 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7
 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 

might believe through him. 8
 He was not the light, but came 

to bear witness about the light.
9

 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10

 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11

 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12

 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13

 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15

 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16

 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17

 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

1

221

P R O L O G U E :  T H E  I N C A R N A T E  W O R D

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
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SIX-VOLUME SET:  
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VERSE NUMBERS
The ESV Reader’s Bible, Six-Volume Set: With Chapter and 

Verse Numbers is constructed and designed with materials 

and formatting carefully selected to reflect the beauty of 

God’s Word. Printed on high-quality book paper with a smyth-

sewn binding and packaged in an elegant slipcase, this edition 
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and chapter numbers included. Perfect for use in personal 
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edition invites the reader to slow down and delight in the 

beauty of God’s Word.

The Premium edition features high-quality materials, including 

a goatskin cover, art gilding, high-quality paper, and more. 

For more information about this edition and other Premium 

Bibles, see page 159.
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High-quality book paper
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John—offer firsthand accounts of Christ’s 

ministry on earth. The ESV Gospels, 

Reader’s Set presents each Gospel in its 

own stand-alone volume packaged all 

together in an elegant slipcase. Printed 

on book paper with smyth-sewn bindings, 

this set features single-column text that is 

free of all verse numbers, chapter numbers, 

footnotes, and most section headings, 

resulting in a novel-like reading experience—

helping readers immerse themselves in the 

life and ministry of Jesus.

Actual type size

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

Cloth over Board 978-1-4335-6209-9 $34.99

3

P R O L O G U E : 

T H E   I N C A R N A T E   W O R D

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through 
him. He was not the light, but came to bear wit-
ness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. He came to his own, 

FEATURES
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BIBLE TEXT 12-point Trinite
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 n Book intros

2-color printing

Thick, cream-colored book paper
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section headings

Line matching

Smyth-sewn binding

Packaging: Permanent slipcase
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T h e  G o s p e l  Ac c or di nG  T o

Joh n

I n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All 

things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him.  He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world.  He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet 
the world did not know him.  He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him.  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God,  who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.  (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”)  For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace.  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”  He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.”  And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”  So they said to him, “Who are you? 
We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?”  He said, “I am  the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)  They asked him, 
“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, 
nor the Prophet?”  John answered them, “I  baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know,  even he who comes after me, 
the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”  These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
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relatively recent conventions. In the ESV 

Reader’s Bible, they have been removed from 

the Bible text, and the result is a new kind 

of Bible-reading experience in a volume that 

presents Scripture as one extended storyline. On 

the top of each page, a verse range is included 

for orientation. Other features include a single-

column text setting, readable type, and a book-

like format. The ESV Reader’s Bible is a simple 
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overarching narrative of God’s Word.
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3

P R O L O G U E : 

T H E   I N C A R N A T E   W O R D

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through 
him. He was not the light, but came to bear wit-
ness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. He came to his own, 
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 1107 Joh n 2:10

1 That is, about 4 p.m. 2 Cephas in Aramaic and Peter in Greek both mean rock 

purpose I came baptizing with water, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32  And John bore witness: “I  saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son 
of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was stand-

ing with two of his disciples, 36 and he 
looked at Jesus as he walked by and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The 
two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and 
saw them following and said to them, 
“What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” 39 He said to 
them, “Come and you will see.” So they 
came and saw where he was staying, 
and they stayed with him that day, for 
it was about the tenth hour.1 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and fol-
lowed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 41  He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ). 42  He brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be 
called Cephas” (which means Peter2).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43  The next day Jesus decided to go 

to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44  Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him 
of whom Moses in the Law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to 

him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come 
and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him and said of him, “Behold, 
an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How 
do you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when 
you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 
49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because 
I said to you, ‘I  saw you under the fig 
tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater 
things than these.” 51  And he said to 
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 
see heaven opened, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wed-
ding at Cana in Galilee, and the 

mother of Jesus was there. 2  Jesus also 
was invited to the wedding with his 
disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They 
have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what does this have to do 
with me? My hour has not yet come.” 
5  His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars 
there for the Jewish rites of purification, 
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars 
with water.” And they filled them up to 
the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now 
draw some out and take it to the master 
of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the 
master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where 
it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the master 
of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and 
said to him, “Everyone serves the good 
wine first, and when people have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine. But you have 

THE G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the begin-
ning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. 
4  In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7  He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, 
that all might believe through him. 8 He 
was not the light, but came to bear wit-
ness about the light.

9  The true light, which gives light 
to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world  was made through him, yet 
the  world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. 12  But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become chil-
dren of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 15  (John 
bore witness about him, and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before me, 
because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. 17  For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I  am not.” “Are 
you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22  So they said to him, “Who are 
you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither 
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you 
do not know, 27 even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to untie.” 28  These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world! 30  This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 
31 I myself did not know him, but for this 
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the full ESV text in 10-point type. This 
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Read the Bible,” a 40-day Bible reading plan, 

and an explanation of the plan of salvation.

ESV
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GIANT PRINT
The ESV Economy Bible, Giant Print provides 
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 981 Joh n 1:14
31  And their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him. And he vanished from their 
sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not 
our hearts burn within us while he talked 
to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour 
and returned to Jerusalem. And they found 
the eleven and those who were with them 
gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 
35 Then they told what had happened on 
the road, and how he was known to them 
in the breaking of the bread.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples
36 As they were talking about these things, 

Jesus himself stood among them, and said 
to them, “Peace to you!” 37  But they were 
startled and frightened and thought they 
saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why 
are you troubled, and why do doubts arise 
in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a 
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you 
see that I have.” 40 And when he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for 
joy and were marveling, he said to them, 

“Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he 
took it and ate before them.

44 Then he said to them, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then 
he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46  and said to them, “Thus it 
is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, 
47 and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You 
are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, 
I  am sending the promise of my Father 
upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.”

The Ascension
50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, 

and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51 While he blessed them, he parted from 
them and was carried up into heaven. 
52 And they worshiped him and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy, 53  and were 
continually in the temple blessing God.

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4  In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5  The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7  He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not 

the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12  But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children 
of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
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T H E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked 
him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize 
with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even 
he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not wor-
thy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know 
him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And 
I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his 

disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him 
say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them 
following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with 
him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.1 40 One of the 
two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter2).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 

Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him 
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
is no deceit!” 48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under 
the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited 

to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My 
hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish 
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw 
some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took 
it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the ser-
vants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast 
called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the 
poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, 
the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and mani-
fested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother 
and his brothers3 and his disciples, and they stayed there for 
a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up 

to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling 
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TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made through him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was 
life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5  The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15  (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace.5 17  For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only 
God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 he has made 
him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 

straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I  baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself 
did not know him, but for this purpose I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed 
to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, 
but he who sent me to baptize with water said 
to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne 
witness that this is the Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked at 
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him 
say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned 
and saw them following and said to them, 
“What are you seeking?” And they said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come and you 
will see.” So they came and saw where he was 
staying, and they stayed with him that day, for 
it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of the two 
who heard John speak and followed Jesus11 was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found 
his own brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 
42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him 
and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You 
shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter12).

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 
3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 
7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 
11 Greek him 12 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively a Isa. 40:3
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(which means Christ). 42  He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter1).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael com-
ing toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And 
he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,2 you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wed-
ding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not 
yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each hold-
ing twenty or thirty gallons.3 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8  And he said to 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. 9  When 
the master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12  After this he went down to Capernaum, 
with his mother and his brothers4 and his dis-
ciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written, a “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20  The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple,5 and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself 
to them, because he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for 
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to Jesus6 by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3  Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 

1 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 2 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 3 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a 
metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 4 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) 
may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 5 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 6 Greek him a Ps. 69:9 
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(which means Christ). 42  He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter1).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael com-
ing toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And 
he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,2 you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wed-
ding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not 
yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each hold-
ing twenty or thirty gallons.3 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8  And he said to 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. 9  When 
the master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12  After this he went down to Capernaum, 
with his mother and his brothers4 and his dis-
ciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written, a “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20  The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple,5 and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself 
to them, because he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for 
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to Jesus6 by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3  Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

1 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 2 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 3 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a 
metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 4 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) 
may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 5 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 6 Greek him a Ps. 69:9 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 
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J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
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THE G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, 13 who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15  (John bore witness about him, 
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when 

the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He 
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I  am not the Christ.” 21  And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about your
self?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Phar
i sees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27 even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes 
a man who ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, 
but for this purpose I came baptizing with 
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know 
him, but he who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.”

43.John.indd   1053 3/28/16   10:17 AM

1
No Packaging

2
No Packaging

3
No Packaging

1
No Packaging

2
No Packaging

3
No Packaging

FEATURES

SIZE 6.5" x 9.25"

BIBLE TEXT 11-point Lexicon

PAGE COUNT 1,280

 n Double-column 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

65 responsive readings

Smyth-sewn binding

FEATURES

SIZE 6" x 9"

BIBLE TEXT 8.5-point Lexicon

PAGE COUNT 1,088

 n Double-column 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

Same interior as the ESV Thinline Bible

65 responsive readings

Smyth-sewn binding

M
inistry &

  
O

utreach
Stud

y
Text

R
eference

D
evo

tio
nal

C
hild

ren
R

ead
ers

Lang
uag

es
Jo

urnaling
M

inistry &
  

O
utreach



139138

ESV
NEW CHRISTIAN’S BIBLE
The Bible can be daunting to a new believer. The ESV New Christian’s 

Bible is a unique edition created specifically to help Christians begin 

to navigate God’s Word. Four brief articles—“What Is the Bible?” 

“How to Read the Bible,” “Where Do I Start?” and “Further Helps”—

serve as an accessible on-ramp to engaging with God’s Word, and 40 

sidebars alongside key passages explain foundational building blocks 

of the Christian life. This affordable, thoughtful edition is a meaningful 

gift or purchase for those who have just become Christians.

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

Paperback 978-1-4335-6570-0 $19.99

No Packaging

NCB_v5 8.5 / 10.25 pt 5.375” x 8.625” ~1250 pp

 1003 H e b r e w s  5:2H e b r e w s  2:3 1002

11   As I swore in my wrath,
 ‘ They shall not enter my rest.’ ”

12  Take care, brothers,1 lest there be in any 
of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading 
you to fall away from the living God. 13 But 
exhort one another every day, as long as it 
is called “today,” that none of you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For 
we have come to share in Christ, if indeed 
we hold our original confidence firm to the 
end. 15 As it is said,

 “ Today, if you hear his voice,
  do not harden your hearts as in the 

rebellion.”

16  For who were those who heard and yet 
rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt 
led by Moses? 17 And with whom was he pro-
voked for forty years? Was it not with those 
who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilder-
ness? 18 And to whom did he swear that they 
would not enter his rest, but to those who 
were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were 
unable to enter because of unbelief.

4 Therefore, while the promise of entering 
his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of 

you should seem to have failed to reach it. 
2 For good news came to us just as to them, 
but the message they heard did not benefit 
them, because they were not united by faith 
with those who listened. 3 For we who have 
believed enter that rest, as he has said,

 “ As I swore in my wrath,
 ‘ They shall not enter my rest,’ ”

although his works were finished from the 
foundation of the world. 4 For he has some-
where spoken of the seventh day in this way: 
“And God rested on the seventh day from 
all his works.” 5  And again in this passage 
he said,

 “ They shall not enter my rest.”

6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter 
it, and those who formerly received the good 
news failed to enter because of disobedience, 
7  again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” 
saying through David so long afterward, in 
the words already quoted,

 “ Today, if you hear his voice,
  do not harden your hearts.”

8  For if Joshua had given them rest, God 
would not have spoken of another day later 
on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for 
the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered 
God’s rest has also rested from his works as 
God did from his.

11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, 
so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. 12 For the word of God is liv-
ing and active, sharper than any two- edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and 
of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and dis-
cerning the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his 
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the 
eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Jesus the Great High Priest
14 Since then we have a great high priest 

who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our con-
fession. 15 For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weak-
nesses, but one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16  Let 
us then with confidence draw near to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.

5 For every high priest chosen from among 
men is appointed to act on behalf of 

men in relation to God, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with 

declared by angels proved to be reliable, 
and every transgression or disobedience 
received a just retribution, 3  how shall we 
escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It 
was declared at first by the Lord, and it was 
attested to us by those who heard, 4  while 
God also bore witness by signs and wonders 
and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy 
Spirit distributed according to his will.

The Founder of Salvation
5  For it was not to angels that God sub-

jected the world to come, of which we are 
speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere,

 “ What is man, that you are mindful of 
him,

  or the son of man, that you care for 
him?

 7   You made him for a little while lower 
than the angels;

  you have crowned him with glory 
and honor,

 8   putting everything in subjection 
under his feet.”

Now in putting everything in subjection 
to him, he left nothing outside his control. 
At pres ent, we do not yet see everything in 
subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a 
little while was made lower than the angels, 
namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor 
because of the suffering of death, so that by 
the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone.

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and 
by whom all things exist, in bringing many 
sons to glory, should make the founder of 
their salvation perfect through suffering. 
11  For he who sanctifies and those who are 
sanctified all have one source. That is why 
he is not ashamed to call them brothers,1 
12 saying,

 “ I will tell of your name to my brothers;
  in the midst of the congregation I 

will sing your praise.”

13 And again,

 “ I will put my trust in him.”

And again,

 “ Behold, I and the children God has 
given me.”

14  Since therefore the children share in 
flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 
of the same things, that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all 
those who through fear of death were subject 
to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels 
that he helps, but he helps the offspring of 
Abraham. 17  Therefore he had to be made 
like his brothers in every respect, so that he 
might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make propiti-
ation for the sins of the people. 18 For because 
he himself has suffered when tempted, he is 
able to help those who are being tempted.

Jesus Greater Than Moses

3 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share 
in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the 

apostle and high priest of our confession, 
2  who was faithful to him who appointed 
him, just as Moses also was faithful in all 
God’s house. 3  For Jesus has been counted 
worthy of more glory than Moses—as much 
more glory as the builder of a house has 
more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every 
house is built by someone, but the builder of 
all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful 
in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to 
the things that were to be spoken later, 6 but 
Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. 
And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast 
our confidence and our boasting in our hope.

A Rest for the People of God
7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,

 “ Today, if you hear his voice,
 8   do not harden your hearts as in the 

rebellion,
  on the day of testing in the wilder-

ness,
 9   where your fathers put me to the 

test
  and saw my works for forty years.
10   Therefore I was provoked with that 

generation,
  and said, ‘They always go astray in 

their heart;
  they have not known my ways.’

PRAYER (4:16)
When we read the Bible, God is 
speaking to us. When we pray, we 
are speaking to God. These are the 
fundamental two ways that we foster 
a relationship with God. Notice what 
we learn in Hebrews 4:14–16—Jesus 
experienced all the weakness that we 
experienced, and he is therefore a 
sympathetic priest (someone advocat-
ing for us before God the Father). So 
we can go with confidence to God, 
any time of day, in any circumstance, 
knowing that through Christ God will 
pour out mercy and grace on us.

1 Or brothers and sisters (see Preface); also 2:12; 3:1 1 Or brothers and sisters 
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TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2  He was in the beginning with God. 
3  All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4  In him was life,1 and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7  He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own,1 and his own people1 did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son1 from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace.1 17  For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only 

God,1 who is at the Father’s side,1 he has 
made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19  And this is the testimony of John, 

when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He 
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I 
am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one cry-
ing out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight1 the 
way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25  They asked him, “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 
27  even he who comes after me, the strap 
of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming 

toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes 
a man who ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, 
that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 

Introduction
The letter to the Hebrews was written to encourage Christians in a time of 
trial. It does so by focusing on the absolute supremacy and sufficiency of 
Jesus Christ. While God spoke in the past “many times and in many ways,” he 
has now spoken to us “by his Son,” Jesus Christ, who is the “exact imprint” of 
God’s nature and who “upholds the universe by the word of his power” (1:1–
3). Jesus accomplished complete salvation for all who trust in him (1:1–10:18). 
We dare not “neglect such a great salvation” (2:3; 5:12–6:20; 10:19–39). 
Rather, in our faith and in our everyday living, we should imitate the example 
of Christ and of those on the honor roll of faith (chs. 11–13). This letter, whose 
author is unknown, was probably written between a.d. 60 and 70.
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(which means Christ). 42  He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter1).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael com-
ing toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And 
he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,2 you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wed-
ding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not 
yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each hold-
ing twenty or thirty gallons.3 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8  And he said to 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. 9  When 
the master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12  After this he went down to Capernaum, 
with his mother and his brothers4 and his dis-
ciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written, a “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20  The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple,5 and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself 
to them, because he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for 
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to Jesus6 by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3  Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

1 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 2 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 3 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a 
metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 4 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) 
may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 5 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 6 Greek him a Ps. 69:9 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 
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J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
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1 That is, about 4 p.m. 2 Cephas in Aramaic and Peter in Greek both mean rock 3 Or brothers and sisters (see Preface) 

T H E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked 
him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize 
with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even 
he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not wor-
thy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know 
him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And 
I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his 

disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him 
say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them 
following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with 
him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.1 40 One of the 
two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter2).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 

Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him 
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
is no deceit!” 48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under 
the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited 

to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My 
hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish 
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw 
some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took 
it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the ser-
vants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast 
called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the 
poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, 
the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and mani-
fested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother 
and his brothers3 and his disciples, and they stayed there for 
a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up 

to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling 
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1 That is, about 4 p.m. 2 Cephas in Aramaic and Peter in Greek both mean rock 3 Or brothers and sisters (see Preface) 

T H E G OSPEL ACCOR DING T O

JOHN
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked 
him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize 
with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even 
he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not wor-
thy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know 
him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And 
I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his 

disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him 
say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them 
following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with 
him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.1 40 One of the 
two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter2).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 

Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him 
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
is no deceit!” 48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under 
the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited 

to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My 
hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish 
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw 
some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took 
it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the ser-
vants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast 
called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the 
poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, 
the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and mani-
fested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother 
and his brothers3 and his disciples, and they stayed there for 
a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up 

to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling 
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women who had followed him from Galilee 
stood at a distance watching these things.

Jesus Is Buried
50 Now there was a man named Joseph, 

from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He 
was a member of the council, a good and 
righteous man, 51 who had not consented 
to their decision and action; and he was 
looking for the kingdom of God. 52  This 
man went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. 53 Then he took it down and wrapped 
it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb 
cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been 
laid. 54 It was the day of Preparation, and 
the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women 
who had come with him from Galilee fol-
lowed and saw the tomb and how his body 
was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared 
spices and ointments.

On the Sabbath they rested according to 
the commandment.

The Resurrection

24 But on the first day of the week, at 
early dawn, they went to the tomb, 

taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And 
they found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they 
were perplexed about this, behold, two men 
stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as 
they were frightened and bowed their faces 
to the ground, the men said to them, “Why 
do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He 
is not here, but has risen. Remember how 
he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 
7  that the Son of Man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men and be cruci-
fied and on the third day rise.” 8 And they 
remembered his words, 9  and returning 
from the tomb they told all these things to 
the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was 
Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with 
them who told these things to the apostles, 
11 but these words seemed to them an idle 
tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But 
Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping 
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; and he went home marveling 
at what had happened.

On the Road to Emmaus
13 That very day two of them were going 

to a village named Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, 14  and they were 
talking with each other about all these 
things that had happened. 15  While they 
were talking and discussing together, Jesus 
himself drew near and went with them. 
16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing 
him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this 
conversation that you are holding with each 
other as you walk?” And they stood still, 
looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named 
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 
visitor to Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in 
these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What 
things?” And they said to him, “Concerning 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, 20  and how our chief 
priests and rulers delivered him up to be 
condemned to death, and crucified him. 
21 But we had hoped that he was the one 
to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, 
it is now the third day since these things 
happened. 22  Moreover, some women of 
our company amazed us. They were at the 
tomb early in the morning, 23  and when 
they did not find his body, they came back 
saying that they had even seen a vision of 
angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some 
of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found it just as the women had 
said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he 
said to them, “O  foolish ones, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that 
the Christ should suffer these things and 
enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted 
to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.

28 So they drew near to the village to which 
they were going. He acted as if he were going 
farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, say-
ing, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening 
and the day is now far spent.” So he went 
in to stay with them. 30  When he was at 
table with them, he took the bread and 
blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 

31  And their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him. And he vanished from their 
sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not 
our hearts burn within us while he talked 
to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour 
and returned to Jerusalem. And they found 
the eleven and those who were with them 
gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 
35 Then they told what had happened on 
the road, and how he was known to them 
in the breaking of the bread.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples
36 As they were talking about these things, 

Jesus himself stood among them, and said 
to them, “Peace to you!” 37  But they were 
startled and frightened and thought they 
saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why 
are you troubled, and why do doubts arise 
in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a 
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you 
see that I have.” 40 And when he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for 
joy and were marveling, he said to them, 

“Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he 
took it and ate before them.

44 Then he said to them, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then 
he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46  and said to them, “Thus it 
is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, 
47 and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You 
are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, 
I  am sending the promise of my Father 
upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.”

The Ascension
50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, 

and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51 While he blessed them, he parted from 
them and was carried up into heaven. 
52 And they worshiped him and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy, 53  and were 
continually in the temple blessing God.

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4  In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5  The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7  He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not 

the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12  But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children 
of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

FEATURES

SIZE 5.625" x 8.4375"

BIBLE TEXT 7-point Lexicon

PAGE COUNT 656

 n Double-column 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

 n Book intros

Helpful articles for new believers

Explanation of the plan of salvation

Sold in case quantities of 24

2 Bible reading plans

No packaging

M
inistry &

  
O

utreach
Stud

y
Text

R
eference

D
evo

tio
nal

C
hild

ren
R

ead
ers

Lang
uag

es
Jo

urnaling
M

inistry &
  

O
utreach



142 143

759

JOH N
Introduction

The Gospel of John was written to persuade people to believe in Jesus (20:30-31). The opening verses declare that Jesus 
is God, stressing his unique relationship with God the Father. The book focuses on seven of Jesus’ signs (miracles), to show 
his divinity. Jesus called people to believe in him, promising eternal life. He proved he could give life by raising Lazarus (ch. 
11) and by his own death and resurrection. John features Christ’s seven “I am” statements, his encounters with Nicodemus 
and the Samaritan woman, his Upper Room teachings and washing of the disciples’ feet (chs. 13–16), and his high priestly 
prayer (ch. 17). It includes the most well-known summary of the gospel (3:16). The author was probably the apostle John, 
writing about a.d. 85.

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In 
him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 
and his own people3 did not receive him. 12 But to 
all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16For from his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace.4 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the 
only God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 he has 
made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Eli-
jah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 

And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, 
“Who are you? We need to give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 the way of 
the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Phari-
sees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you bap-
tizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, 
nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I bap-
tize with water, but among you stands one you 
do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the 
strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself 
did not know him, but for this purpose I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed 
to Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I saw the 
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, 
but he who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with 

two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as 
he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw 
them following and said to them, “What are you 
seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He 
said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they 

came and saw where he was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day, for it was about the 
tenth hour.1 40 One of the two who heard John 
speak and followed Jesus2 was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother 
Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought 
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You 
are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter3).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses 
in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, 
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you 
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip 
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I 
saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to 
you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51And he 
said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,4 you will see 
heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding 
with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 
4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this 
have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever 
he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for 
the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons.5 7 Jesus said to the ser-
vants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled 
them up to the brim. 8And he said to them, “Now 
draw some out and take it to the master of the 
feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the 
feast tasted the water now become wine, and did 
not know where it came from (though the ser-
vants who had drawn the water knew), the mas-
ter of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said 
to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and 

when people have drunk freely, then the poor 
wine. But you have kept the good wine until 
now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at 
Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And 
his disciples believed in him.

12After this he went down to Capernaum, with 
his mother and his brothers6 and his disciples, 
and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 
15And making a whip of cords, he drove them all 
out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And 
he poured out the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables. 16And he told those 
who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do 
not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 
17 His disciples remembered that it was written, 
a “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you 
show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, 
“It has taken forty-six years to build this temple,7 
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he 
was speaking about the temple of his body. 
22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this, 
and they believed the Scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Pass-

over Feast, many believed in his name when they 
saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on 
his part did not entrust himself to them, because 
he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear 
witness about man, for he himself knew what 
was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This 

man came to Jesus8 by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come 
from God, for no one can do these signs that you 
do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered 
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again9 he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be 
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 
into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People 
is implied in Greek 4 Or grace in place of grace 5 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 6 Greek in the bosom of the Father 7 Or crying 
out, ‘In the wilderness make straight a Isa. 40:3 

1 That is, about 4 p.m. 2 Greek him 3 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 4 The Greek for you is plural; twice in 
this verse 5 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 6 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi 
(translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or to 
brothers and sisters 7 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 8 Greek him 9 Or from above; the Greek is purposely ambiguous and can mean both 
again and from above; also verse 7 a Ps. 69:9 
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J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 

in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7  He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8  He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his 
own people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, 13  who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.4 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God,5 who is at the Father’s side,6 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews 

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” 20  He confessed, and did not deny, 
but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 21  And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
“I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need 
to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight7 the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
25  They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26  John answered them, “I  baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose 
sandal I  am not worthy to untie.” 28  These things 
took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 

and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30  This is he of whom I  said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but 
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore 
witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like 
a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not 
know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34  And I  have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing with 

two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he 
walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
37  The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them follow-
ing and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where he 
was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for 
it was about the tenth hour.8 40 One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed Jesus9 was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41  He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought 
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” 
(which means Peter10).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses 
in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, 
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you 
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip 
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 
answered him, “Because I  said to you, ‘I  saw you 
under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
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AUTHOR, DATE, AND RECIPIENTS

John the son of Zebedee wrote this Gospel. He was a Jew, one of the original 
twelve disciples, and a member of Jesus’ inner apostolic circle. He was referred to 
as the disciple “whom Jesus loved” (13:23). John also wrote 1–3 John and Revelation. 
He likely wrote his Gospel account between a.d. 70 (the date of the destruction of 
the temple) and a.d. 100 (the end of John’s life). His original audience consisted of 
Jews and Gentiles living in the larger Greco-Roman world, in Ephesus and beyond, 
toward the close of the first century a.d.

THEME

The theme of John’s Gospel is that Jesus is the long-awaited, promised Messiah 
and Son of God. By believing in Jesus, people have eternal life. 

DEVELOPING THE STORY

John the apostle provides this eyewitness account of Jesus’ life so that people 
might believe in him and have eternal life (3:16; 14:6; 20:30–31). The events recorded 
by John clearly demonstrate the following: Jesus is God himself (1:1; 10:30), he is 
the author of Creation (1:2–3), and he is the Savior promised to redeem humanity 
after the Fall (1:9–13; Gen. 3:15). Although Jesus was the Messiah or “anointed one,” 
his own people rejected him (John 1:11–12) as they blindly misread the Scriptures, 
which set the stage for his life and ministry. 

John repeatedly affirms that Jesus is the central character of the Story. Jesus 
declares, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (14:6). This is one of several “I am” statements of Jesus throughout 
John’s Gospel that reveal his authority over heaven and earth, identifying him with 
the “I am” himself, Yahweh (see Ex. 3:14). 

Throughout this Gospel account, then, Jesus reveals his nature and the ultimate 
motivation behind his earthly ministry—namely, the Rescue and Restoration of 
humanity. The darkest moment of the Story occurs as Jesus is crucified at the 
hands of sinners to pay for his people’s sins, just as the Scriptures foretold (John 
19:17–42; Isaiah 53). Yet three days later the Rescue was realized as Jesus emerged 
from his tomb, demonstrating his authority over life and death, and providing the 
only path to the final Restoration in the new heavens and the new earth (John 
14:3; 20:1–10). 
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 981 Joh n 1:14
31  And their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him. And he vanished from their 
sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not 
our hearts burn within us while he talked 
to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour 
and returned to Jerusalem. And they found 
the eleven and those who were with them 
gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 
35 Then they told what had happened on 
the road, and how he was known to them 
in the breaking of the bread.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples
36 As they were talking about these things, 

Jesus himself stood among them, and said 
to them, “Peace to you!” 37  But they were 
startled and frightened and thought they 
saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why 
are you troubled, and why do doubts arise 
in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a 
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you 
see that I have.” 40 And when he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for 
joy and were marveling, he said to them, 

“Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he 
took it and ate before them.

44 Then he said to them, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then 
he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46  and said to them, “Thus it 
is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, 
47 and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You 
are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, 
I  am sending the promise of my Father 
upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.”

The Ascension
50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, 

and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51 While he blessed them, he parted from 
them and was carried up into heaven. 
52 And they worshiped him and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy, 53  and were 
continually in the temple blessing God.

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4  In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5  The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7  He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. 8 He was not 

the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light.

9  The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12  But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children 
of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
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T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light 
of men. 5  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his own people3 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son4 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he 
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
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7:17	 ΚΑΤΑ	 ΜΑΘΘΑΙΟΝ 24 25 Matthew 8:5

17 οὕτως πᾶν δένδρον ἀγαθὸν καρποὺς καλοὺς ποιεῖ, τὸ δὲ σαπρὸν 
δένδρον καρποὺς πονηροὺς ποιεῖ. 18 οὐ δύναται δένδρον ἀγαθὸν 
καρποὺς πονηροὺς ποιεῖν οὐδὲ δένδρον σαπρὸν καρποὺς καλοὺς 
ποιεῖν. 19 πᾶν δένδρον μὴ ποιοῦν καρπὸν καλὸν ἐκκόπτεται καὶ εἰς 
πῦρ βάλλεται. 20 ἄρα γε ἀπὸ τῶν καρπῶν αὐτῶν ἐπιγνώσεσθε αὐτούς.

 21  Οὐ πᾶς ὁ λέγων μοι· κύριε κύριε, εἰσελεύσεται εἰς τὴν βασιλείαν 
τῶν οὐρανῶν, ἀλλ᾽ ὁ ποιῶν τὸ θέλημα τοῦ πατρός μου τοῦ ἐν τοῖς 
οὐρανοῖς. 22 πολλοὶ ἐροῦσίν μοι ἐν ἐκείνῃ τῇ ἡμέρᾳ· κύριε κύριε, 
οὐ τῷ σῷ ὀνόματι ἐπροφητεύσαμεν καὶ τῷ σῷ ὀνόματι δαιμόνια 
ἐξεβάλομεν καὶ τῷ σῷ ὀνόματι δυνάμεις πολλὰς ἐποιήσαμεν; 23 καὶ 
τότε ὁμολογήσω αὐτοῖς ὅτι οὐδέποτε ἔγνων ὑμᾶς· ἀποχωρεῖτε ἀπ᾽ 
ἐμοῦ οἱ ἐργαζόμενοι τὴν ἀνομίαν.

 24  Πᾶς οὖν ὅστις ἀκούει μου τοὺς λόγους τούτους καὶ ποιεῖ αὐτούς, 
ὁμοιωθήσεται ἀνδρὶ φρονίμῳ ὅστις ᾠκοδόμησεν αὐτοῦ τὴν οἰκίαν 
ἐπὶ τὴν πέτραν. 25 καὶ κατέβη ἡ βροχὴ καὶ ἦλθον οἱ ποταμοὶ καὶ 
ἔπνευσαν οἱ ἄνεμοι, καὶ προσέπεσαν τῇ οἰκίᾳ ἐκείνῃ, καὶ οὐκ 
ἔπεσεν· τεθεμελίωτο γὰρ ἐπὶ τὴν πέτραν.

 26  Καὶ πᾶς ὁ ἀκούων μου τοὺς λόγους τούτους καὶ μὴ ποιῶν αὐτοὺς 
ὁμοιωθήσεται ἀνδρὶ μωρῷ ὅστις ᾠκοδόμησεν αὐτοῦ τὴν οἰκίαν 
ἐπὶ τὴν ἄμμον. 27 καὶ κατέβη ἡ βροχὴ καὶ ἦλθον οἱ ποταμοὶ καὶ 
ἔπνευσαν οἱ ἄνεμοι, καὶ προσέκοψαν τῇ οἰκίᾳ ἐκείνῃ, καὶ ἔπεσεν· 
καὶ ἦν ἡ πτῶσις αὐτῆς μεγάλη.

 28  Καὶ ἐγένετο ὅτε ἐτέλεσεν ὁ Ἰησοῦς τοὺς λόγους τούτους, 
ἐξεπλήσσοντο οἱ ὄχλοι ἐπὶ τῇ διδαχῇ αὐτοῦ· 29 ἦν γὰρ διδάσκων 
αὐτοὺς ὡς ἐξουσίαν ἔχων καὶ οὐχ ὡς οἱ γραμματεῖς αὐτῶν.

8 Καταβάντος δὲ αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ τοῦ ὄρους ἠκολούθησαν αὐτῷ ὄχλοι 
πολλοί. 2 καὶ ἰδοὺ λεπρὸς προσελθὼν προσεκύνει αὐτῷ λέγων· 
κύριε, ἐὰν θέλῃς, δύνασαί με καθαρίσαι. 3 καὶ ἐκτείνας τὴν χεῖρα 
ἥψατο αὐτοῦ λέγων· θέλω, καθαρίσθητι. καὶ εὐθέως ἐκαθαρίσθη 
αὐτοῦ ἡ λέπρα. 4 καὶ λέγει αὐτῷ ὁ Ἰησοῦς· ὅρα μηδενὶ εἴπῃς, 
ἀλλὰ ὕπαγε σεαυτὸν δεῖξον τῷ ἱερεῖ καὶ προσένεγκε τὸ δῶρον ὃ 
προσέταξεν Μωϋσῆς εἰς μαρτύριον αὐτοῖς.

 5  Εἰσελθόντος δὲ αὐτοῦ εἰς Καφαρναοὺμ προσῆλθεν αὐτῷ 
ἑκατόνταρχος παρακαλῶν αὐτὸν 

7:24 ὁμοιωθήσεται א B Θ; ομοιωσω αυτον C K L W Δ 1424 29 γραμματεῖς αὐτῶν 
 B K Δ Θ; omit αυτων L 1424; γραμματεις αυτων και οι φαρισαιοι C*(omit א
αυτων) C2 W 8:1 Καταβάντος δὲ αὐτοῦ 1א B C W Θ; καταβαντι δε αυτω א* K L 
Δ(omit αυτω) 1424 5 Εἰσελθόντος δὲ αὐτοῦ א B C*; εισελθοντι δε αυτω K L W Δ 
Θ 1424; εισελθοντι δε τω ιησου C3(omit δε) L 

17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad 
fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear 
good fruit. 19  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.

I Never Knew You
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On 
that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

Build Your House on the Rock
24 a “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 

like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 
because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”

The Authority of Jesus
28  And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished 

at his teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and 
not as their scribes.

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

8 When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 
2 b And behold, a leper1 came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 

if you will, you can make me clean.” 3 And Jesus2 stretched out his hand and 
touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but 
go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, 
for a proof to them.”

The Faith of a Centurion
5 c When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, 

appealing to him, 

1 Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13 2 Greek he a For 7:24-27 see parallel Luke 6:47-49 
b For 8:2-4 see parallels Mark 1:40-44; Luke 5:12-14 c For 8:5-13 see parallel Luke 7:1-10 
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ΕΥΑΓΓΕΛΙΟΝ 
ΚΑΤΑ ΙΩΑΝΝΗΝ

1 Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν 
ὁ λόγος. 2 οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ πρὸς τὸν θεόν. 3 πάντα δι᾽ αὐτοῦ 
ἐγένετο, καὶ χωρὶς αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο οὐδὲ ἓν ὃ γέγονεν. 4 ἐν αὐτῷ 
ζωὴ ἦν, καὶ ἡ ζωὴ ἦν τὸ φῶς τῶν ἀνθρώπων, 5 καὶ τὸ φῶς ἐν τῇ 
σκοτίᾳ φαίνει, καὶ ἡ σκοτία αὐτὸ οὐ κατέλαβεν.

 6  Ἐγένετο ἄνθρωπος ἀπεσταλμένος παρὰ θεοῦ, ὄνομα αὐτῷ Ἰωάννης. 
7 οὗτος ἦλθεν εἰς μαρτυρίαν ἵνα μαρτυρήσῃ περὶ τοῦ φωτός, ἵνα 
πάντες πιστεύσωσιν δι᾽ αὐτοῦ. 8 οὐκ ἦν ἐκεῖνος τὸ φῶς, ἀλλ᾽ ἵνα 
μαρτυρήσῃ περὶ τοῦ φωτός. 9 ἦν τὸ φῶς τὸ ἀληθινὸν ὃ φωτίζει 
πάντα ἄνθρωπον ἐρχόμενον εἰς τὸν κόσμον. 10 ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ ἦν, 
καὶ ὁ κόσμος δι᾽ αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο, καὶ ὁ κόσμος αὐτὸν οὐκ ἔγνω. 
11 εἰς τὰ ἴδια ἦλθεν, καὶ οἱ ἴδιοι αὐτὸν οὐ παρέλαβον. 12 ὅσοι δὲ 
ἔλαβον αὐτόν, ἔδωκεν αὐτοῖς ἐξουσίαν τέκνα θεοῦ γενέσθαι, 
τοῖς πιστεύουσιν εἰς τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ, 13 οἳ οὐκ ἐξ αἱμάτων οὐδὲ 
ἐκ θελήματος σαρκὸς οὐδὲ ἐκ θελήματος ἀνδρὸς ἀλλ᾽ ἐκ θεοῦ 
ἐγεννήθησαν. 14 καὶ ὁ λόγος σὰρξ ἐγένετο καὶ ἐσκήνωσεν ἐν ἡμῖν, 
καὶ ἐθεασάμεθα τὴν δόξαν αὐτοῦ, δόξαν ὡς μονογενοῦς παρὰ 
πατρός, πλήρης χάριτος καὶ ἀληθείας.

 15  Ἰωάννης μαρτυρεῖ περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ κέκραγεν λέγων· οὗτος ἦν ὃν 
εἶπον· ὁ ὀπίσω μου ἐρχόμενος ἔμπροσθέν μου γέγονεν, ὅτι πρῶτός 
μου ἦν. 16 ὅτι ἐκ τοῦ πληρώματος αὐτοῦ ἡμεῖς πάντες ἐλάβομεν καὶ 
χάριν ἀντὶ χάριτος. 17 ὅτι ὁ νόμος διὰ Μωϋσέως ἐδόθη, ἡ χάρις καὶ 
ἡ ἀλήθεια διὰ Ἰησοῦ χριστοῦ ἐγένετο.

 18  Θεὸν οὐδεὶς ἑώρακεν πώποτε· ὁ μονογενὴς υἱὸς ὁ ὢν εἰς τὸν κόλπον 
τοῦ πατρός, ἐκεῖνος ἐξηγήσατο. 19 καὶ αὕτη ἐστὶν ἡ μαρτυρία τοῦ 
Ἰωάννου ὅτε ἀπέστειλαν πρὸς αὐτὸν οἱ Ἰουδαῖοι ἐξ Ἱεροσολύμων 
ἱερεῖς καὶ Λευείτας ἵνα ἐρωτήσωσιν αὐτόν· σὺ τίς εἶ; 20 καὶ 
ὡμολόγησεν καὶ οὐκ ἠρνήσατο καὶ ὡμολόγησεν ὅτι ἐγὼ οὐκ εἰμὶ ὁ 
χριστός.

 21  Καὶ ἠρώτησαν αὐτόν· τί οὖν; σὺ Ἠλείας εἶ; καὶ λέγει· οὐκ εἰμί. 
ὁ προφήτης εἶ σύ; καὶ ἀπεκρίθη· οὔ. 22 εἶπαν οὖν αὐτῷ· τίς εἶ; 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 1 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own 
domain, or to his own people 1 People is implied in Greek 1 Or only One, or unique One 1 Or grace in place of grace 
1 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 1 Greek in the bosom of the Father a Isa. 40:3 1 Or crying 
out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 1 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 1 That is, about 4 p.m. 1 Greek him 1 Cephas 

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to his own,1 and his own people1 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son1 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15  (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 
16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.1 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,1 who is at the Father’s side,1 he 
has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not 
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
“I am a the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight1 the 
way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who comes after me, the strap 
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ΕΥΑΓΓΕΛΙΟΝ 
ΚΑΤΑ ΙΩΑΝΝΗΝ

1 Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν 
ὁ λόγος. 2 οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ πρὸς τὸν θεόν. 3 πάντα δι᾽ αὐτοῦ 
ἐγένετο, καὶ χωρὶς αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο οὐδὲ ἓν ὃ γέγονεν. 4 ἐν αὐτῷ 
ζωὴ ἦν, καὶ ἡ ζωὴ ἦν τὸ φῶς τῶν ἀνθρώπων, 5 καὶ τὸ φῶς ἐν τῇ 
σκοτίᾳ φαίνει, καὶ ἡ σκοτία αὐτὸ οὐ κατέλαβεν.

 6  Ἐγένετο ἄνθρωπος ἀπεσταλμένος παρὰ θεοῦ, ὄνομα αὐτῷ Ἰωάννης. 
7 οὗτος ἦλθεν εἰς μαρτυρίαν ἵνα μαρτυρήσῃ περὶ τοῦ φωτός, ἵνα 
πάντες πιστεύσωσιν δι᾽ αὐτοῦ. 8 οὐκ ἦν ἐκεῖνος τὸ φῶς, ἀλλ᾽ ἵνα 
μαρτυρήσῃ περὶ τοῦ φωτός. 9 ἦν τὸ φῶς τὸ ἀληθινὸν ὃ φωτίζει 
πάντα ἄνθρωπον ἐρχόμενον εἰς τὸν κόσμον. 10 ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ ἦν, 
καὶ ὁ κόσμος δι᾽ αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο, καὶ ὁ κόσμος αὐτὸν οὐκ ἔγνω. 
11 εἰς τὰ ἴδια ἦλθεν, καὶ οἱ ἴδιοι αὐτὸν οὐ παρέλαβον. 12 ὅσοι δὲ 
ἔλαβον αὐτόν, ἔδωκεν αὐτοῖς ἐξουσίαν τέκνα θεοῦ γενέσθαι, 
τοῖς πιστεύουσιν εἰς τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ, 13 οἳ οὐκ ἐξ αἱμάτων οὐδὲ 
ἐκ θελήματος σαρκὸς οὐδὲ ἐκ θελήματος ἀνδρὸς ἀλλ᾽ ἐκ θεοῦ 
ἐγεννήθησαν. 14 καὶ ὁ λόγος σὰρξ ἐγένετο καὶ ἐσκήνωσεν ἐν ἡμῖν, 
καὶ ἐθεασάμεθα τὴν δόξαν αὐτοῦ, δόξαν ὡς μονογενοῦς παρὰ 
πατρός, πλήρης χάριτος καὶ ἀληθείας.

 15  Ἰωάννης μαρτυρεῖ περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ κέκραγεν λέγων· οὗτος ἦν ὃν 
εἶπον· ὁ ὀπίσω μου ἐρχόμενος ἔμπροσθέν μου γέγονεν, ὅτι πρῶτός 
μου ἦν. 16 ὅτι ἐκ τοῦ πληρώματος αὐτοῦ ἡμεῖς πάντες ἐλάβομεν καὶ 
χάριν ἀντὶ χάριτος. 17 ὅτι ὁ νόμος διὰ Μωϋσέως ἐδόθη, ἡ χάρις καὶ 
ἡ ἀλήθεια διὰ Ἰησοῦ χριστοῦ ἐγένετο.

 18  Θεὸν οὐδεὶς ἑώρακεν πώποτε· ὁ μονογενὴς υἱὸς ὁ ὢν εἰς τὸν κόλπον 
τοῦ πατρός, ἐκεῖνος ἐξηγήσατο. 19 καὶ αὕτη ἐστὶν ἡ μαρτυρία τοῦ 
Ἰωάννου ὅτε ἀπέστειλαν πρὸς αὐτὸν οἱ Ἰουδαῖοι ἐξ Ἱεροσολύμων 
ἱερεῖς καὶ Λευείτας ἵνα ἐρωτήσωσιν αὐτόν· σὺ τίς εἶ; 20 καὶ 
ὡμολόγησεν καὶ οὐκ ἠρνήσατο καὶ ὡμολόγησεν ὅτι ἐγὼ οὐκ εἰμὶ ὁ 
χριστός.

 21  Καὶ ἠρώτησαν αὐτόν· τί οὖν; σὺ Ἠλείας εἶ; καὶ λέγει· οὐκ εἰμί. 
ὁ προφήτης εἶ σύ; καὶ ἀπεκρίθη· οὔ. 22 εἶπαν οὖν αὐτῷ· τίς εἶ; 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 1 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own 
domain, or to his own people 1 People is implied in Greek 1 Or only One, or unique One 1 Or grace in place of grace 
1 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 1 Greek in the bosom of the Father a Isa. 40:3 1 Or crying 
out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 1 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 1 That is, about 4 p.m. 1 Greek him 1 Cephas 

TH E G OSPEL ACCOR DING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to his own,1 and his own people1 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son1 from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15  (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 
16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.1 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,1 who is at the Father’s side,1 he 
has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not 
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
“I am a the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight1 the 
way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who comes after me, the strap 
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THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT 
PRODUCED AT TYNDALE HOUSE 
CAMBRIDGE, READER’S EDITION
This reader’s edition of the Greek New Testament text combines The 

Greek New Testament, Produced at Tyndale House, Cambridge with 

a running list of glosses of every word that occurs 25 times or less 

in the Greek New Testament. Those with limited knowledge of Greek 

can smoothly read the Greek text without needing to constantly 

refer to other reference resources—accelerating their facility with 

the Greek text and making their time more rewarding and more 

enjoyable as they read the very Word of God.

Actual type size

1 σκοτία n dat sg fem darkness
2 σκοτία n nom sg fem darkness
3 καταλαμβάνω vb 3rd sg, aor act indic 

attain; overtake, seize; catch; grasp, 
understand

4 φωτίζω vb 3rd sg, pres act indic give light 
to, illuminate, enlighten

5 σκηνόω vb 3rd sg, aor act indic dwell, 
pitch a tent

6 θεάομαι vb 1st pl, aor mid indic see
7 μονογενής adj gen sg masc only, unique
8 πλήρης adj nom sg masc full; complete
9 πλήρωμα n gen sg neut fullness; 

fulfillment; supplement

10 ἀντί prep in place of, for, instead of, 
because of

11 πώποτε adv ever, at any time
12 μονογενής adj nom sg masc only, unique
13 κόλπος n acc sg masc bosom, chest; bay
14 ἐξηγέομαι vb 3rd sg, aor mid indic 

explain, tell; make known

a γίνομαι vb 3rd sg, perf act indic 
b ἀποστέλλω vb perf pass ptcp, nom sg masc 
c γινώσκω vb 3rd sg, aor act indic 
d κράζω vb 3rd sg, perf act indic 
e δίδωμι vb 3rd sg, aor pass indic 

ΕΥΑΓΓΕΛΙΟΝ   
ΚΑΤΑ  ΙΩΑΝΝΗΝ

1 Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. 
2 οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ πρὸς τὸν θεόν. 3 πάντα δι᾽ αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο, καὶ χωρὶς 
αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο οὐδὲ ἓν ὃ γέγονεν.a 4 ἐν αὐτῷ ζωὴ ἦν, καὶ ἡ ζωὴ ἦν τὸ φῶς 
τῶν ἀνθρώπων, 5 καὶ τὸ φῶς ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ1 φαίνει, καὶ ἡ σκοτία2 αὐτὸ οὐ 
κατέλαβεν.3

 6  Ἐγένετο ἄνθρωπος ἀπεσταλμένοςb παρὰ θεοῦ, ὄνομα αὐτῷ Ἰωάννης. 
7 οὗτος ἦλθεν εἰς μαρτυρίαν ἵνα μαρτυρήσῃ περὶ τοῦ φωτός, ἵνα πάντες 
πιστεύσωσιν δι᾽ αὐτοῦ. 8 οὐκ ἦν ἐκεῖνος τὸ φῶς, ἀλλ᾽ ἵνα μαρτυρήσῃ 
περὶ τοῦ φωτός. 9 ἦν τὸ φῶς τὸ ἀληθινὸν ὃ φωτίζει4 πάντα ἄνθρωπον 
ἐρχόμενον εἰς τὸν κόσμον. 10 ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ ἦν, καὶ ὁ κόσμος δι᾽ αὐτοῦ 
ἐγένετο, καὶ ὁ κόσμος αὐτὸν οὐκ ἔγνω.c 11 εἰς τὰ ἴδια ἦλθεν, καὶ οἱ ἴδιοι 
αὐτὸν οὐ παρέλαβον. 12 ὅσοι δὲ ἔλαβον αὐτόν, ἔδωκεν αὐτοῖς ἐξουσίαν 
τέκνα θεοῦ γενέσθαι, τοῖς πιστεύουσιν εἰς τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ, 13 οἳ οὐκ ἐξ 
αἱμάτων οὐδὲ ἐκ θελήματος σαρκὸς οὐδὲ ἐκ θελήματος ἀνδρὸς ἀλλ᾽ ἐκ 
θεοῦ ἐγεννήθησαν. 14 καὶ ὁ λόγος σὰρξ ἐγένετο καὶ ἐσκήνωσεν5 ἐν ἡμῖν, 
καὶ ἐθεασάμεθα6 τὴν δόξαν αὐτοῦ, δόξαν ὡς μονογενοῦς7 παρὰ πατρός, 
πλήρης8 χάριτος καὶ ἀληθείας.

 15  Ἰωάννης μαρτυρεῖ περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ κέκραγενd λέγων· οὗτος ἦν ὃν εἶπον· 
ὁ ὀπίσω μου ἐρχόμενος ἔμπροσθέν μου γέγονεν,a ὅτι πρῶτός μου ἦν. 
16 ὅτι ἐκ τοῦ πληρώματος9 αὐτοῦ ἡμεῖς πάντες ἐλάβομεν καὶ χάριν ἀντὶ10 
χάριτος. 17 ὅτι ὁ νόμος διὰ Μωϋσέως ἐδόθη,e ἡ χάρις καὶ ἡ ἀλήθεια διὰ 
Ἰησοῦ χριστοῦ ἐγένετο.

 18  Θεὸν οὐδεὶς ἑώρακεν πώποτε·11 ὁ μονογενὴς12 υἱὸς ὁ ὢν εἰς τὸν κόλπον13 
τοῦ πατρός, ἐκεῖνος ἐξηγήσατο.14 19 καὶ αὕτη ἐστὶν ἡ μαρτυρία τοῦ 
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ΕΥΑΓΓΕΛΙΟΝ 
ΚΑΤΑ ΙΩΑΝΝΗΝ

1 Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν 
ὁ λόγος. 2 οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ πρὸς τὸν θεόν. 3 πάντα δι᾽ αὐτοῦ 
ἐγένετο, καὶ χωρὶς αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο οὐδὲ ἓν ὃ γέγονεν. 4 ἐν αὐτῷ 
ζωὴ ἦν, καὶ ἡ ζωὴ ἦν τὸ φῶς τῶν ἀνθρώπων, 5 καὶ τὸ φῶς ἐν τῇ 
σκοτίᾳ φαίνει, καὶ ἡ σκοτία αὐτὸ οὐ κατέλαβεν.

 6  Ἐγένετο ἄνθρωπος ἀπεσταλμένος παρὰ θεοῦ, ὄνομα αὐτῷ 
Ἰωάννης. 7 οὗτος ἦλθεν εἰς μαρτυρίαν ἵνα μαρτυρήσῃ περὶ τοῦ 
φωτός, ἵνα πάντες πιστεύσωσιν δι᾽ αὐτοῦ. 8 οὐκ ἦν ἐκεῖνος 
τὸ φῶς, ἀλλ᾽ ἵνα μαρτυρήσῃ περὶ τοῦ φωτός. 9 ἦν τὸ φῶς τὸ 
ἀληθινὸν ὃ φωτίζει πάντα ἄνθρωπον ἐρχόμενον εἰς τὸν κόσμον. 
10 ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ ἦν, καὶ ὁ κόσμος δι᾽ αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο, καὶ ὁ κόσμος 
αὐτὸν οὐκ ἔγνω. 11 εἰς τὰ ἴδια ἦλθεν, καὶ οἱ ἴδιοι αὐτὸν οὐ 
παρέλαβον. 12 ὅσοι δὲ ἔλαβον αὐτόν, ἔδωκεν αὐτοῖς ἐξουσίαν 
τέκνα θεοῦ γενέσθαι, τοῖς πιστεύουσιν εἰς τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ, 13 οἳ 
οὐκ ἐξ αἱμάτων οὐδὲ ἐκ θελήματος σαρκὸς οὐδὲ ἐκ θελήματος 
ἀνδρὸς ἀλλ᾽ ἐκ θεοῦ ἐγεννήθησαν. 14 καὶ ὁ λόγος σὰρξ ἐγένετο 
καὶ ἐσκήνωσεν ἐν ἡμῖν, καὶ ἐθεασάμεθα τὴν δόξαν αὐτοῦ, δόξαν 
ὡς μονογενοῦς παρὰ πατρός, πλήρης χάριτος καὶ ἀληθείας.

 15  Ἰωάννης μαρτυρεῖ περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ κέκραγεν λέγων· οὗτος ἦν 
ὃν εἶπον· ὁ ὀπίσω μου ἐρχόμενος ἔμπροσθέν μου γέγονεν, ὅτι 
πρῶτός μου ἦν. 16 ὅτι ἐκ τοῦ πληρώματος αὐτοῦ ἡμεῖς πάντες 
ἐλάβομεν καὶ χάριν ἀντὶ χάριτος. 17 ὅτι ὁ νόμος διὰ Μωϋσέως 
ἐδόθη, ἡ χάρις καὶ ἡ ἀλήθεια διὰ Ἰησοῦ χριστοῦ ἐγένετο.

 18  Θεὸν οὐδεὶς ἑώρακεν πώποτε· ὁ μονογενὴς υἱὸς ὁ ὢν εἰς τὸν 
κόλπον τοῦ πατρός, ἐκεῖνος ἐξηγήσατο. 19 καὶ αὕτη ἐστὶν ἡ 
μαρτυρία τοῦ Ἰωάννου ὅτε ἀπέστειλαν πρὸς αὐτὸν οἱ Ἰουδαῖοι 
ἐξ Ἱεροσολύμων ἱερεῖς καὶ Λευείτας ἵνα ἐρωτήσωσιν αὐτόν· σὺ 
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ΙΩΑΝΝΟΥ ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΗ Α

1 Ὃ ἦν ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς, ὃ ἀκηκόαμεν, ὃ ἑωράκαμεν τοῖς ὀφθαλμοῖς 

ἡμῶν, ὃ ἐθεασάμεθα καὶ αἱ χεῖρες ἡμῶν ἐψηλάφησαν 

περὶ τοῦ λόγου τῆς ζωῆς· 2 καὶ ἡ ζωὴ ἐφανερώθη, καὶ 

ἑωράκαμεν καὶ μαρτυροῦμεν καὶ ἀπαγγέλλομεν ὑμῖν τὴν 

ζωὴν τὴν αἰώνιον ἥτις ἦν πρὸς τὸν πατέρα καὶ ἐφανερώθη 

ἡμῖν· 3 ὃ ἑωράκαμεν καὶ ἀκηκόαμεν, ἀπαγγέλλομεν καὶ ὑμῖν 

ἵνα καὶ ὑμεῖς κοινωνίαν ἔχητε μεθ᾽ ἡμῶν· καὶ ἡ κοινωνία 

δὲ ἡ ἡμετέρα μετὰ τοῦ πατρὸς καὶ μετὰ τοῦ υἱοῦ αὐτοῦ 

Ἰησοῦ χριστοῦ. 4 καὶ ταῦτα γράφομεν ἡμεῖς ἵνα ἡ χαρὰ ἡμῶν 

ᾖ πεπληρωμένη. 5 καὶ ἔστιν αὕτη ἡ ἀγγελία ἣν ἀκηκόαμεν 

ἀπ᾽ αὐτοῦ καὶ ἀναγγέλλομεν ὑμῖν ὅτι ὁ θεὸς φῶς ἐστιν 

καὶ σκοτία ἐν αὐτῷ οὐκ ἔστιν οὐδεμία. 6 ἐὰν εἴπωμεν ὅτι 

κοινωνίαν ἔχομεν μετ᾽ αὐτοῦ καὶ ἐν τῷ σκότει περιπατῶμεν, 
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1:7	 ΙΩΑΝΝΟΥ	ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΗ	Α 6 7	 ΙΩΑΝΝΟΥ	ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΗ	Α  2:9

ψευδόμεθα καὶ οὐ ποιοῦμεν τὴν ἀλήθειαν· 7 ἐὰν δὲ ἐν τῷ 

φωτὶ περιπατῶμεν ὡς αὐτός ἐστιν ἐν τῷ φωτί, κοινωνίαν 

ἔχομεν μετ᾽ ἀλλήλων καὶ τὸ αἷμα Ἰησοῦ τοῦ υἱοῦ αὐτοῦ 

καθαρίζει ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ πάσης ἁμαρτίας. 8 ἐὰν εἴπωμεν ὅτι 

ἁμαρτίαν οὐκ ἔχομεν, ἑαυτοὺς πλανῶμεν καὶ ἡ ἀλήθεια 

οὐκ ἔστιν ἐν ἡμῖν. 9 ἐὰν ὁμολογῶμεν τὰς ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν, 

πιστός ἐστιν καὶ δίκαιος ἵνα ἀφῇ ἡμῖν τὰς ἁμαρτίας καὶ 

καθαρίσῃ ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ πάσης ἀδικίας. 10 ἐὰν εἴπωμεν ὅτι οὐχ 

ἡμαρτήκαμεν, ψεύστην ποιοῦμεν αὐτὸν καὶ ὁ λόγος αὐτοῦ 

οὐκ ἔστιν ἐν ἡμῖν.

2 Τεκνία μου, ταῦτα γράφω ὑμῖν ἵνα μὴ ἁμάρτητε· καὶ ἐάν 

τις ἁμάρτῃ, παράκλητον ἔχομεν πρὸς τὸν πατέρα, Ἰησοῦν 

χριστὸν δίκαιον, 2 καὶ αὐτὸς ἱλασμός ἐστιν περὶ τῶν 

ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν· οὐ περὶ τῶν ἡμετέρων δὲ μόνον ἀλλὰ 

καὶ περὶ ὅλου τοῦ κόσμου. 3 καὶ ἐν τούτῳ γινώσκομεν ὅτι 

ἐγνώκαμεν αὐτόν, ἐὰν τὰς ἐντολὰς αὐτοῦ τηρῶμεν.

4 Ὁ λέγων ὅτι ἔγνωκα αὐτὸν καὶ τὰς ἐντολὰς αὐτοῦ μὴ τηρῶν, 

ψεύστης ἐστίν, καὶ ἐν τούτῳ ἡ ἀλήθεια οὐκ ἔστιν· 5 ὃς δ᾽ ἂν 

τηρῇ αὐτοῦ τὸν λόγον, ἀληθῶς ἐν τούτῳ ἡ ἀγάπη τοῦ θεοῦ 

τετελείωται. ἐν τούτῳ γινώσκομεν ὅτι ἐν αὐτῷ ἐσμέν. 6 ὁ 

λέγων ἐν αὐτῷ μένειν ὀφείλει, καθὼς ἐκεῖνος περιεπάτησεν, 

καὶ αὐτὸς οὕτως περιπατεῖν.

7 Ἀγαπητοί, οὐκ ἐντολὴν καινὴν γράφω ὑμῖν ἀλλ᾽ ἐντολὴν 

παλαιὰν ἣν εἴχετε ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς· ἡ ἐντολὴ ἡ παλαιά ἐστιν ὁ 

λόγος ὃν ἠκούσατε. 8 πάλιν ἐντολὴν καινὴν γράφω ὑμῖν ὅ 

ἐστιν ἀληθὲς ἐν αὐτῷ καὶ ἐν ὑμῖν, ὅτι ἡ σκοτία παράγεται 

καὶ τὸ φῶς τὸ ἀληθινὸν ἤδη φαίνει. 9 ὁ λέγων ἐν τῷ φωτὶ 

εἶναι καὶ τὸν ἀδελφὸν αὐτοῦ μισῶν ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ ἐστὶν ἕως 

1:7	 ΙΩΑΝΝΟΥ	ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΗ	Α 6 7	 ΙΩΑΝΝΟΥ	ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΗ	Α  2:9

ψευδόμεθα καὶ οὐ ποιοῦμεν τὴν ἀλήθειαν· 7 ἐὰν δὲ ἐν τῷ 

φωτὶ περιπατῶμεν ὡς αὐτός ἐστιν ἐν τῷ φωτί, κοινωνίαν 

ἔχομεν μετ᾽ ἀλλήλων καὶ τὸ αἷμα Ἰησοῦ τοῦ υἱοῦ αὐτοῦ 

καθαρίζει ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ πάσης ἁμαρτίας. 8 ἐὰν εἴπωμεν ὅτι 

ἁμαρτίαν οὐκ ἔχομεν, ἑαυτοὺς πλανῶμεν καὶ ἡ ἀλήθεια 

οὐκ ἔστιν ἐν ἡμῖν. 9 ἐὰν ὁμολογῶμεν τὰς ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν, 

πιστός ἐστιν καὶ δίκαιος ἵνα ἀφῇ ἡμῖν τὰς ἁμαρτίας καὶ 

καθαρίσῃ ἡμᾶς ἀπὸ πάσης ἀδικίας. 10 ἐὰν εἴπωμεν ὅτι οὐχ 

ἡμαρτήκαμεν, ψεύστην ποιοῦμεν αὐτὸν καὶ ὁ λόγος αὐτοῦ 

οὐκ ἔστιν ἐν ἡμῖν.

2 Τεκνία μου, ταῦτα γράφω ὑμῖν ἵνα μὴ ἁμάρτητε· καὶ ἐάν 

τις ἁμάρτῃ, παράκλητον ἔχομεν πρὸς τὸν πατέρα, Ἰησοῦν 

χριστὸν δίκαιον, 2 καὶ αὐτὸς ἱλασμός ἐστιν περὶ τῶν 

ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν· οὐ περὶ τῶν ἡμετέρων δὲ μόνον ἀλλὰ 

καὶ περὶ ὅλου τοῦ κόσμου. 3 καὶ ἐν τούτῳ γινώσκομεν ὅτι 

ἐγνώκαμεν αὐτόν, ἐὰν τὰς ἐντολὰς αὐτοῦ τηρῶμεν.

4 Ὁ λέγων ὅτι ἔγνωκα αὐτὸν καὶ τὰς ἐντολὰς αὐτοῦ μὴ τηρῶν, 

ψεύστης ἐστίν, καὶ ἐν τούτῳ ἡ ἀλήθεια οὐκ ἔστιν· 5 ὃς δ᾽ ἂν 

τηρῇ αὐτοῦ τὸν λόγον, ἀληθῶς ἐν τούτῳ ἡ ἀγάπη τοῦ θεοῦ 

τετελείωται. ἐν τούτῳ γινώσκομεν ὅτι ἐν αὐτῷ ἐσμέν. 6 ὁ 

λέγων ἐν αὐτῷ μένειν ὀφείλει, καθὼς ἐκεῖνος περιεπάτησεν, 

καὶ αὐτὸς οὕτως περιπατεῖν.

7 Ἀγαπητοί, οὐκ ἐντολὴν καινὴν γράφω ὑμῖν ἀλλ᾽ ἐντολὴν 

παλαιὰν ἣν εἴχετε ἀπ᾽ ἀρχῆς· ἡ ἐντολὴ ἡ παλαιά ἐστιν ὁ 

λόγος ὃν ἠκούσατε. 8 πάλιν ἐντολὴν καινὴν γράφω ὑμῖν ὅ 

ἐστιν ἀληθὲς ἐν αὐτῷ καὶ ἐν ὑμῖν, ὅτι ἡ σκοτία παράγεται 

καὶ τὸ φῶς τὸ ἀληθινὸν ἤδη φαίνει. 9 ὁ λέγων ἐν τῷ φωτὶ 

εἶναι καὶ τὸν ἀδελφὸν αὐτοῦ μισῶν ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ ἐστὶν ἕως 
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1 Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 
2 Or fashioned; also verse 16 3 Or Sky; also 
verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1 4 Or 
Land; also verses 11, 12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 
2:1 5 Or small plants; also verses 12, 29 

The Creation of the World

1 In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth. 2 The 

earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters.

3  And God said, “Let there be 
light,” and there was light. 4 And God 
saw that the light was good. And God 
separated the light from the darkness. 
5  God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, 
the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be an 
expanse1 in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.” 7 And God made2 the expanse 
and separated the waters that were 
under the expanse from the waters 
that were above the expanse. And it 
was so. 8 And God called the expanse 
Heaven.3 And there was evening and 
there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters un-
der the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land ap-
pear.” And it was so. 10 God called the 
dry land Earth,4 and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good.

11  And God said, “Let the earth 
sprout vegetation, plants5 yielding 
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in 
which is their seed, each according to 
its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 
12 The earth brought forth vegetation, 
plants yielding seed according to their 
own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in 
which is their seed, each according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 13  And there was evening and 
there was morning, the third day.

14  And God said, “Let there be 

Genesis | בראשית
ֶרץ ְוָהָא֗  2 ֶרץ׃  ָהָאֽ ת  ְוֵא֥ ִים  ַהָּׁשַמ֖ ת  ֵא֥ ים  ֱאֹלִה֑ א  ָּבָר֣ ית  ְּבֵראִׁש֖  1  1 

and-the-earth  the-earth  and—  the-heavens  —  God  he-created  in-beginning  

ְו֣רּוַח ְת֑הֹום  ְּפֵנ֣י  ַעל־  ֶׁשְך  ְוחֹ֖ הּו  ָובֹ֔ הּו֙  ֹת֨ ה   ָהְיָת֥
and-Spirit-of  the-deep  face-of  over  and-darkness  and-emptiness  formlessness  she-was  

֑אֹור י  ְיִה֣ ים  ֱאֹלִה֖ אֶמר  ֹ֥ ַוּי  3 ִים׃  ַהָּמֽ ְּפֵנ֥י  ַעל־  ֶפת  ְמַרֶח֖ ים   ֱאֹלִה֔
light  let-him-be  God  and-he-said  the-waters  face-of  over  hovering  God  

ל ַוַּיְבֵּד֣ ֑טֹוב  ִּכי־  ָה֖אֹור  ֶאת־  ים  ֱאֹלִה֛ ַוַּי�ְ֧רא   4 ֽאֹור׃  ְ֧יִהי־  ַוֽ  
and-he-separated  good  that  the-light  —  God  and-he-saw  light  and-he-was 

ים׀ ֱאֹלִה֤ א  ַוִּיְקָר֨  5 ֶׁשְך׃  ַהחֹֽ ין  ּוֵב֥ ָה֖אֹור  ין  ֵּב֥ ים   ֱאֹלִה֔
God  and-he-called  the-darkness  and-between  the-light  between  God  

ְ֧יִהי־ ַוֽ ֶרב  ֶע֥ ְ֧יִהי־  ַוֽ ְיָלה  ָל֑ ָרא  ָק֣ ֶׁשְך  ְוַלחֹ֖ ֔יֹום  ָלאֹור֙   
and-he-was  evening  and-he-was  Night  he-called  and—the-darkness  Day  —the-light 

ִים ַהָּמ֑ ְּב֣תֹוְך  יַע  ָרִָק֖ י  ְיִה֥ ים  ֱאֹלִה֔ אֶמר  ֹ֣ ַוּי  6 ד׃  ֶאָחֽ ֥יֹום  ֶקר  בֹ֖  
the-waters  in-midst-of  expanse  let-him-be  God  and-he-said  one  day  morning 

ֶאת־ ֱאֹלִהים֮  ַוַּיַ֣עׂש   7 ִים׃  ָלָמֽ ִים  ַמ֖ ין  ֵּב֥ יל  ַמְבִּד֔ י  ִויִה֣  
—  God  and-he-made  to–waters  waters  between  separating  and-let-him-be 

יַע ָלָרִק֔ ַחת  ִמַּת֣ ֲאֶׁשר֙  ִי֙ם  ַהַּמ֨ ין  ֵּב֤ ל  ַוַּיְבֵּד֗ ָהָרִקיַע֒   
to-the-expanse  from-under  that  the-waters  between  and-he-separated  the-expanse 

א ַוִּיְקָר�  8 ן׃  ֵכֽ ְ֧יִהי־  ַוֽ יַע  ָלָרִָק֑ ל  ֵמַע֣ ר  ֲאֶׁש֖ ִים  ַהַּמ֔ ין  ּוֵב֣  
and-he-called  so  and-he-was  to-the-expanse  from-over  which  the-waters  and-between 

י׃ ֵׁשִנֽ ֥יֹום  ֶקר  בֹ֖ ְ֧יִהי־  ַוֽ ֶרב  ֶע֥ ְ֧יִהי־  ַוֽ ִים  ָׁשָמ֑ יַע  ָרִָק֖ ָלֽ ים   ֱאֹלִה֛
second  day  morning  and-he-was  evening  and-he-was  Heaven  —the-expanse  God  

ָמ֣קֹום ֶאל־  ִי֙ם  ַהָּׁשַמ֨ ַחת  ִמַּת֤ ִים  ַהַּמ֜ ִיָּק֨וּו  ים  ֱאֹלִה֗ אֶמר  ֹ֣ ַוּי  9 
place  into  the-heavens  from-under  the-waters  let-them-be-gathered  God  and-he-said  

ים׀ ֱאֹלִה֤ א  ַוִּיְקָר֨  10 ן׃  ֵכֽ ְ֧יִהי־  ַוֽ ה  ַהַּיָּבָׁש֑ ה  ְוֵתָרֶא֖ ד   ֶאָח֔
God  and-he-called  so  and-he-was  the-dry-ground  and-let-her-appear  one  

ַוַּיְ֥֧רא ים  ַיִּמ֑ א  ָקָר֣ ִים  ַהַּמ֖ ה  ּוְלִמְקֵו֥ ֶרץ  ֶא֔ ַלַּיָּבָׁש֙ה   
and-he-saw  Seas  he-called  the-waters  and—collection-of  Earth  —the-dry-ground  

ֶׁשא ֶּד֔ ֶרץ֙  ָהָא֨ א  ְדֵׁש֤ ַּתֽ ים  ֱאֹלִה֗ אֶמר  ֹ֣ ַוּי  11 ֽטֹוב׃  ִּכי־  ים   ֱאֹלִה֖
what-is-green  the-earth  let-her-produce  God  and-he-said  good  that  God  

ר ֲאֶׁש֥ ְלִמי֔נֹו  ְּפִרי֙  ֶׂשה  עֹ֤ י  ְּפִר֞ ץ  ֵע֣ ַרע  ֶז֔ יַע  ַמְזִר֣ ֶׂשב  ֵע֚  
which  according-to-kind-of–him  fruit  making  fruit  tree-of  seed  yielding  vegetation 

ֶרץ ָהָא֜ א  ַוּתֹוֵצ֨  12 ן׃  ֵכֽ ְ֧יִהי־  ַוֽ ֶרץ  ָהָא֑ ַעל־  ֖בֹו  ַזְרעֹו־   
the-earth  and-she-brought-out  so  and-he-was  the-earth  on  in–him  seed-of–him 

י ְּפִר֛ ֶׂשה־  עֹֽ ץ  ְוֵע� הּו  ְלִמיֵנ֔ ַר֙ע  ֶז֨ יַע  ַמְזִר֤ ֶׂשב  ֵע֣ ֶׁשא  ֶּד֠  
fruit  making  and-tree  according-to-kind-of–him  seed  yielding  vegetation  what-is-green 

ֽטֹוב׃ ִּכי־  ים  ֱאֹלִה֖ ְ֧רא  ַוַּי֥ ְלִמיֵנ֑הּו  ֖בֹו  ַזְרעֹו־  ר   ֲאֶׁש֥
good  that  God  and-he-saw  according-to-kind-of–him  in–him  seed-of–him  which  

ים ֱאֹלִה֗ אֶמר  ֹ֣ ַוּי  14 י׃  ְׁשִליִׁשֽ ֥יֹום  ֶקר  בֹ֖ ְיִהי־  ֽוַ ֶרב  ֶע֥ ְיִהי־  ֽוַ  13 
God  and-he-said  third  day  morning  and-he-was  evening  and-he-was  
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1  Ἐν
in  

ἀρχῇ
beginning 

ἦν
(there) was 

ὁ
the 

λόγος,
Word  

καὶ
and  

ὁ
the 

λόγος
Word  

ἦν
(he) was 

πρὸς
with  

τὸν
the  

θεόν,
God  

καὶ
and  

θεὸς
God  

ἦν
(he) was 

ὁ
the 

λόγος.
Word  

2 οὗτος
this one 

ἦν
(he) was 

ἐν
in  

ἀρχῇ
beginning 

πρὸς
with  

τὸν
the  

θεόν.
God  

3 πάντα
all things 

δι’
through 

αὐτοῦ
him  

ἐγένετο,
(it) came to be 

καὶ
and  

χωρὶς
without 

αὐτοῦ
him  

ἐγένετο
(it) came to be 

οὐδὲ
not even 

ἕν.
one thing 

ὃ
which 

γέγονεν
(it) has come to be 

4 ἐν
in  

αὐτῷ
him  

ζωὴ
life  

ἦν,
(there) was 

καὶ
and  

ἡ
the 

ζωὴ
life  

ἦν
(it) was 

τὸ
the 

φῶς
light  

τῶν
(of) the 

ἀνθρώπων·
of men  

5 καὶ
and  

τὸ
the 

φῶς
light  

ἐν
in  

τῇ
the 

σκοτίᾳ
darkness  

φαίνει,
(it) shines 

καὶ
and  

ἡ
the 

σκοτία
darkness  

αὐτὸ
it  

οὐ
not 

κατέλαβεν.
(it) overcame  

6 Ἐγένετο
(there) was  

ἄνθρωπος,
man  

ἀπεσταλμένος
having been sent  

παρὰ
from  

θεοῦ,
God  

ὄνομα
name  

αὐτῷ
his  

Ἰωάννης·
John  

7 οὗτος
this one 

ἦλθεν
(he) came 

εἰς
as  

μαρτυρίαν
witness  

ἵνα
in order that 

μαρτυρήσῃ
he might bear witness 

περὶ
about 

τοῦ
the  

φωτός,
light  

ἵνα
in order that 

πάντες
all  

πιστεύσωσιν
(they) might believe 

δι’
through 

αὐτοῦ.
him  

8 οὐκ
not  

ἦν
(he) was 

ἐκεῖνος
that one  

τὸ
the 

φῶς,
light  

ἀλλ’
but  

ἵνα
in order that 

μαρτυρήσῃ
he might bear witness 

περὶ
about 

τοῦ
the  

φωτός.
light  

9 Ἦν
(it) was 

τὸ
the 

φῶς
light  

τὸ
the 

ἀληθινόν,
true  

ὃ
which 

φωτίζει
(it) gives light to 

πάντα
every  

ἄνθρωπον,
person  

ἐρχόμενον
coming  

εἰς
into 

τὸν
the  

κόσμον.
world  

10 ἐν
in  

τῷ
the  

κόσμῳ
world  

ἦν,
he was 

καὶ
and  

ὁ
the 

κόσμος
world  

δι’
through 

αὐτοῦ
him  

ἐγένετο,
(it) came to be 

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has 
been made was life in him 

THE GOS PEL ACCORD ING TO

JOHN

1:1 In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 
2  He was in the beginning 
with God. 3  All things were 
made through him, and with-
out him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4  In 
him was life,1 and the life was 
the light of men. 5  The light 
shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not over-
come it.

6  There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe 
through him. 8  He was not 
the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.

9   The true light, which 
gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the 
world was made through 

ΚΑΤΑ ΙΩΑΝΝΗΝ | JOHN

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

Hardcover 978-1-4335-3032-6 $59.99

Backer O-wrap

FEATURES

SIZE 5.375" x 8"

BIBLE TEXT 10-point Adobe Text

PAGE COUNT 1,120

 n Interlinear format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

 n ESV text in margin

Greek NA28 text above English gloss

ESV text in separate column alongside Greek text

Includes notes from the NA28 critical apparatus

Smyth-sewn binding

M
inistry &

  
O

utreach
Stud

y
Text

R
eference

D
evo

tio
nal

C
hild

ren
R

ead
ers

Lang
uag

es
Jo

urnaling
Lang

uag
es



152

Actual type size

Actual type size

1465

¶ 24  Y los que habían sido enviados eran de los 
fariseos.
 25  Y le preguntaron, y le dijeron: ¿Por qué, pues, 
bautizas, si tú no eres el Cristo, ni Elías, ni el profeta?

 26  Juan les respondió diciendo: Yo bautizo con 
agua; mas en medio de vosotros está uno a quien 
vosotros no conocéis.
 27  Este es el que viene después de mí, el que es 
antes de mí, del cual yo no soy digno de desatar la 
correa del calzado.
 28  Estas cosas sucedieron en Betábara, al otro lado 
del Jordán, donde Juan estaba bautizando.
¶ 29  El siguiente día vio Juan a Jesús que venía a él, 
y dijo: He aquí el Cordero de Dios, que quita el pecado 
del mundo.
 30  Este es aquel de quien yo dije: Después de mí 
viene un varón, el cual es antes de mí; porque era 
primero que yo.
 31  Y yo no le conocía; mas para que fuese manifes-
tado a Israel, por esto vine yo bautizando con agua.

 32  También dio Juan testimonio, diciendo: Vi al 
Espíritu que descendía del cielo como paloma, y per-
maneció sobre él.
 33  Y yo no le conocía; pero el que me envió a 
bautizar con agua, aquél me dijo: Sobre quien veas 
descender el Espíritu y que permanece sobre él, ése es 
el que bautiza con el Espíritu Santo.
 34  Y yo le vi, y he dado testimonio de que éste es 
el Hijo de Dios.
¶ 35  El siguiente día otra vez estaba Juan, y dos de 
sus discípulos.
 36  Y mirando a Jesús que andaba por allí, dijo: He 
aquí el Cordero de Dios.
 37  Le oyeron hablar los dos discípulos, y siguieron 
a Jesús.
 38  Y volviéndose Jesús, y viendo que le seguían, les 
dijo: ¿Qué buscáis? Ellos le dijeron: Rabí (que tradu-
cido es, Maestro), ¿dónde moras?

 39  Les dijo: Venid y ved. Fueron, y vieron donde 
moraba, y se quedaron con él aquel día; porque era 
como la hora décima.

 40  Andrés, hermano de Simón Pedro, era uno de los 
dos que habían oído a Juan, y habían seguido a Jesús.
 41  Este halló primero a su hermano Simón, y le dijo: 
Hemos hallado al Mesías (que traducido es, el Cristo).

 42  Y le trajo a Jesús. Y mirándole Jesús, dijo: Tú 
eres Simón, hijo de Jonás; tú serás llamado Cefas1 (que 
quiere decir, Pedro2 ).
¶ 43  El siguiente día quiso Jesús ir a Galilea, y halló 
a Felipe, y le dijo: Sígueme.
 44  Y Felipe era de Betsaida, la ciudad de Andrés y 
Pedro.
 45  Felipe halló a Natanael, y le dijo: Hemos hallado 
a aquél de quien escribió Moisés en la ley, así como los 
profetas: a Jesús, el hijo de José, de Nazaret.

¶ 24  (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)

 25  They asked him, “Then why are you baptiz-
ing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?”
 26  John answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know,

 27  even he who comes after me, the strap of whose 
sandal I am not worthy to untie.”

 28  These things took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing.
¶ 29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!
 30  This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he was before me.’

 31  I myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed 
to Israel.”
 32  And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.

 33  I myself did not know him, but he who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit.’
 34  And I have seen and have borne witness that 
this is the Son9 of God.”
¶ 35  The next day again John was standing with two 
of his disciples,
 36  and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God!”
 37  The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus.
 38  Jesus turned and saw them following and said 
to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to 
him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?”
 39  He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So 
they came and saw where he was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth 
hour.10
 40  One of the two who heard John speak and fol-
lowed Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
 41  He first found his own brother Simon and said 
to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ).
 42  He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him 
and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be 
called Cephas” (which means Peter12).
¶ 43  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 
found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.”
 44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter.
 45  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.”

SAN JUAN 1:45 JOHN 1:45

EL SANTO EVANGELIO SEGÚN

SAN JUAN

1 En el principio era el Verbo, y el Verbo era con 
Dios, y el Verbo era Dios.

 2  Este era en el principio con Dios.
 3  Todas las cosas por él fueron hechas, y sin él 
nada de lo que ha sido hecho, fue hecho.
 4  En él estaba la vida, y la vida era la luz de los 
hombres.
 5  La luz en las tinieblas resplandece, y las tinie-
blas no prevalecieron contra ella.
¶ 6  Hubo un hombre enviado de Dios, el cual se 
llamaba Juan.
 7  Este vino por testimonio, para que diese testi-
monio de la luz, a fin de que todos creyesen por él.
 8  No era él la luz, sino para que diese testimonio 
de la luz.
¶ 9  Aquella luz verdadera, que alumbra a todo hom-
bre, venía a este mundo.
 10  En el mundo estaba, y el mundo por él fue 
hecho; pero el mundo no le conoció.
 11  A lo suyo vino, y los suyos no le recibieron.

 12  Mas a todos los que le recibieron, a los que creen 
en su nombre, les dio potestad de ser hechos hijos de 
Dios;
 13  los cuales no son engendrados de sangre, ni de 
voluntad de carne, ni de voluntad de varón, sino de 
Dios.
¶ 14  Y aquel Verbo fue hecho carne, y habitó entre 
nosotros (y vimos su gloria, gloria como del unigénito 
del Padre), lleno de gracia y de verdad.
 15  Juan dio testimonio de él, y clamó diciendo: Este 
es de quien yo decía: El que viene después de mí, es 
antes de mí; porque era primero que yo.
 16  Porque de su plenitud tomamos todos, y gracia 
sobre gracia.
 17  Pues la ley por medio de Moisés fue dada, pero 
la gracia y la verdad vinieron por medio de Jesucristo.
 18  A Dios nadie le vio jamás; el unigénito Hijo, que 
está en el seno del Padre, él le ha dado a conocer.
¶ 19  Este es el testimonio de Juan, cuando los judíos 
enviaron de Jerusalén sacerdotes y levitas para que le 
preguntasen: ¿Tú, quién eres?
 20  Confesó, y no negó, sino confesó: Yo no soy el 
Cristo.
 21  Y le preguntaron: ¿Qué pues? ¿Eres tú Elías? 
Dijo: No soy. ¿Eres tú el profeta? Y respondió: No.

 22  Le dijeron: ¿Pues quién eres? para que demos 
respuesta a los que nos enviaron. ¿Qué dices de ti 
mismo?
 23  Dijo: Yo soy la voz de uno que clama en el 
desierto: Enderezad el camino del Señor, como dijo el 
profeta Isaías.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

JOHN

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.

 2  He was in the beginning with God.
 3  All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made.
 4  In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men.
 5  The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it.
¶ 6  There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John.
 7  He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him.
 8  He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.
¶ 9  The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world.
 10  He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him.
 11  He came to his own,2 and his own people3 did 
not receive him.
 12  But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God,

 13  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

¶ 14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son4 from the Father, full of grace and truth.
 15  (John bore witness about him, and cried out, 
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’”)
 16  For from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace.5
 17  For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ.
 18  No one has ever seen God; the only God,6 who 
is at the Father’s side,7 he has made him known.
¶ 19  And this is the testimony of John, when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?”
 20  He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.”
 21  And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.”
 22  So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?”
 23  He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

JOHN

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.
 2  He was in the beginning with God.
 3  All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made 
that was made.
 4  In him was life,1 and the life was the 
light of men.
 5  The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.
¶ 6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John.
 7  He came as a witness, to bear wit-
ness about the light, that all might believe 
through him.
 8  He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.
¶ 9  The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world.

 10  He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him.
 11  He came to his own,2 and his own peo-
ple3 did not receive him.
 12  But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God,
 13  who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God.
¶ 14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.

 15  (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ ”)
 16  For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.4

 17  For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

DAS EVANGELIUM 
NACH JOHANNES

Das Wort ward Fleisch

1 Im Anfang war das Wort, und das Wort 
war bei Gott, und Gott war das Wort.

 2  Dasselbe war im Anfang bei Gott.
 3  Alle Dinge sind durch dasselbe 
gemacht, und ohne dasselbe ist nichts 
gemacht, was gemacht ist.
 4  In ihm war das Leben, und das Leben 
war das Licht der Menschen.
 5  Und das Licht scheint in der Finsternis, 
und die Finsternis hat’s nicht ergriffen.
¶ 6  Es war ein Mensch, von Gott gesandt, 
der hieß Johannes.
 7  Der kam zum Zeugnis, um von dem 
Licht zu zeugen, damit sie alle durch ihn 
glaubten.
 8  Er war nicht das Licht, sondern er sollte 
zeugen von dem Licht.
¶ 9  Das war das wahre Licht, das alle 
Menschen erleuchtet, die in diese Welt 
kommen.
 10  Er war in der Welt, und die Welt ist 
durch ihn gemacht; aber die Welt erkannte 
ihn nicht.
 11  Er kam in sein Eigentum; und die 
Seinen nahmen ihn nicht auf.
 12  Wie viele ihn aber aufnahmen, denen 
gab er Macht, Gottes Kinder zu werden, 
denen, die an seinen Namen glauben,
 13  die nicht aus dem Blut noch aus dem 
Willen des Fleisches noch aus dem Willen 
eines Mannes, sondern von Gott geboren sind.
¶ 14  Und das Wort ward Fleisch und 
wohnte unter uns, und wir sahen seine 
Herrlichkeit, eine Herrlichkeit als des ein-
geborenen Sohnes vom Vater, voller Gnade 
und Wahrheit.
¶ 15  Johannes gibt Zeugnis von ihm und 
ruft: Dieser war es, von dem ich gesagt habe: 
Nach mir wird kommen, der vor mir gewesen 
ist; denn er war eher als ich.
¶ 16  Und von seiner Fülle haben wir alle 
genommen Gnade um Gnade.
 17  Denn das Gesetz ist durch Mose 
gegeben; die Gnade und Wahrheit ist 
durch Jesus Christus geworden.

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

Hardcover 978-1-4335-3752-3 $29.99

 

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

Hardcover, Dark Red 978-1-4335-5348-6 $79.99

FEATURES

SIZE 5.375" x 8.25"

BIBLE TEXT 8-point Berkeley

PAGE COUNT 1,792

 n Double-column,  
verse-by-verse 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

Textual notes in both languages

Double-column, verse-by-verse layout with 
Spanish and English side by side

1 Bible reading plan

Packaging: J-card

FEATURES

SIZE 5.375" x 8.375"

BIBLE TEXT 8-point Lexicon

PAGE COUNT 2,272

 n Double-column,  
verse-by-verse 
format

 n Footnotes

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

Textual notes in both languages

Double-column, verse-by-verse layout with 
German and English side by side

Ribbon marker

Smyth-sewn binding

Packaging: Super J-card

ESV
SPANISH/ENGLISH 
PARALLEL BIBLE
The ESV Spanish/English Parallel Bible 

honors the diversity and relevance of God’s 

Word in a way that is ideal for Spanish and 

English speakers, as well as for bilingual 

readers. Two columns of Scripture are 

positioned on each page: the Reina-Valera 

1960 Spanish text on the left, and the ESV 

English language text on the right. The ESV 

Spanish/English Parallel Bible also features 

textual notes for both translations.

ESV
GERMAN/ENGLISH 
PARALLEL BIBLE
German and English are two of the most 

spoken languages in the world. Released on 

the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 

the ESV German/English Parallel Bible was 

produced in partnership with the German 

Bible Society, and is ideal for native speakers, 

bilingual readers, and those who are learning 

either language. The Luther 2017 German 

text—recently revised by a team of 70 experts 

and biblical scholars—is positioned on the left 

side of each page alongside the ESV text on 

the right. This edition is presented in a durable, 

hardcover format and includes textual notes 

for both translations in the back.

153

FEATURES

SIZE 6.5" x 9.25"

BIBLE TEXT (EN) 11-point Lexicon

PAGE COUNT 1,744

 n Single-column 
format

 n Apparatus

 n Inline chapter 
numbers

 n Greek  
cross-references

Easy-to-follow page design

NA28 Greek text

Smyth-sewn binding

Packaging: J-card

584 585

_KATA IVANNHNa

1 ÆEn aÆ rx ìhÄ hËn oë loÂ gow, kaiÁ oë loÂ gow hËn proÁ w toÁ n ueoÂ n, kaiÁ III
1

ueoÁ w hËn oë loÂ gow. 2 oyÎtow hËn eÆ n aÆ rx ìhÄ proÁ w toÁ n ueoÂ n.
3 paÂ nta di’ ayÆ toyÄ eÆ geÂ neto, kaiÁ xvriÁw ayÆ toyÄ eÆ geÂ neto
_oyÆ deÁ eÏnaT. oÊ geÂ gonenT¹ 4 eÆ n ayÆ t ìvÄ zvhÁ chËn, kaiÁ hë zvhÁ hËn toÁ
fvÄ w ZtvÄ n aÆ nurvÂ pvn\´ 5 kaiÁ toÁ fvÄ w eÆ n t ìhÄ skotiÂ ìa faiÂnei,
kaiÁ hë skotiÂa ayÆ toÁ oyÆ kateÂlaben.

6 ÆEgeÂ neto aÍnurvpow, aÆ pestalmeÂ now paraÁ cueoyÄ, ] III
2

oÍnoma ayÆ t ìvÄ ÆIvaÂ nnhw´ 7 oyÎtow hËluen eiÆw martyriÂan iÏna
martyrhÂs ìh periÁ toyÄ fvtoÂ w, iÏna paÂ ntew pisteyÂ svsin di’
ayÆ toyÄ. 8 oyÆ k hËn eÆ keiÄnow toÁ fvÄ w, aÆ ll’ iÏna martyrhÂs ìh periÁ
toyÄ fvtoÂ w.

9 ËHn toÁ fvÄ w toÁ aÆ lhuinoÂ n, oÊ fvtiÂzei paÂ nta aÍnurvpon, III
3

eÆ rxoÂ menon eiÆw toÁ n koÂsmon. 10 eÆ n t ìvÄ koÂsm ìv hËn, kaiÁ oë koÂ -
smow di’ ayÆ toyÄ eÆ geÂ neto, kaiÁ oë koÂ smow ayÆ toÁ n oyÆ k eÍgnv.
11 eiÆw taÁ iÍdia hËluen, kaiÁ oië iÍdioi ayÆ toÁ n oyÆ pareÂlabon. X

4

12 oÏsoi deÁ eÍlabon ayÆ toÂ n, eÍdvken ayÆ toiÄw eÆ joysiÂan teÂkna
ueoyÄ geneÂsuai, toiÄw pisteyÂ oysin eiÆw toÁ oÍnoma ayÆ toyÄ,
13 YoiÊ oyÆ k eÆ j aiëmaÂ tvn oyÆ deÁ eÆ k uelhÂ matow sarkoÁ w ZoyÆ deÁ
eÆ k uelhÂ matow aÆ ndroÁ w\ aÆ ll’ eÆ k ueoyÄ eÆ gennhÂ uhsan.

14 KaiÁ oë loÂ gow saÁ rj eÆ geÂ neto kaiÁ eÆ skhÂ nvsen eÆ n hë miÄn, III
5

kaiÁ eÆ ueasaÂ meua thÁ n doÂ jan ayÆ toyÄ, doÂ jan vë w monogenoyÄw
paraÁ patroÂ w, plhÂ rhw xaÂ ritow kaiÁ aÆ lhueiÂaw. 15 ÆIvaÂ nnhw I

6

martyreiÄ periÁ ayÆ toyÄ kaiÁ keÂkragen leÂ gvn´ oyÎtow hËn _oÊn
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or 
to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

J O H N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his own 
people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom 
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1 ÆEn aÆ rx ìhÄ hËn oë loÂ gow, kaiÁ oë loÂ gow hËn proÁ w toÁ n ueoÂ n, kaiÁ III
1

ueoÁ w hËn oë loÂ gow. 2 oyÎtow hËn eÆ n aÆ rx ìhÄ proÁ w toÁ n ueoÂ n.
3 paÂ nta di’ ayÆ toyÄ eÆ geÂ neto, kaiÁ xvriÁw ayÆ toyÄ eÆ geÂ neto
_oyÆ deÁ eÏnaT. oÊ geÂ gonenT¹ 4 eÆ n ayÆ t ìvÄ zvhÁ chËn, kaiÁ hë zvhÁ hËn toÁ
fvÄ w ZtvÄ n aÆ nurvÂ pvn\´ 5 kaiÁ toÁ fvÄ w eÆ n t ìhÄ skotiÂ ìa faiÂnei,
kaiÁ hë skotiÂa ayÆ toÁ oyÆ kateÂlaben.

6 ÆEgeÂ neto aÍnurvpow, aÆ pestalmeÂ now paraÁ cueoyÄ, ] III
2

oÍnoma ayÆ t ìvÄ ÆIvaÂ nnhw´ 7 oyÎtow hËluen eiÆw martyriÂan iÏna
martyrhÂs ìh periÁ toyÄ fvtoÂ w, iÏna paÂ ntew pisteyÂ svsin di’
ayÆ toyÄ. 8 oyÆ k hËn eÆ keiÄnow toÁ fvÄ w, aÆ ll’ iÏna martyrhÂs ìh periÁ
toyÄ fvtoÂ w.

9 ËHn toÁ fvÄ w toÁ aÆ lhuinoÂ n, oÊ fvtiÂzei paÂ nta aÍnurvpon, III
3

eÆ rxoÂ menon eiÆw toÁ n koÂsmon. 10 eÆ n t ìvÄ koÂsm ìv hËn, kaiÁ oë koÂ -
smow di’ ayÆ toyÄ eÆ geÂ neto, kaiÁ oë koÂ smow ayÆ toÁ n oyÆ k eÍgnv.
11 eiÆw taÁ iÍdia hËluen, kaiÁ oië iÍdioi ayÆ toÁ n oyÆ pareÂlabon. X

4

12 oÏsoi deÁ eÍlabon ayÆ toÂ n, eÍdvken ayÆ toiÄw eÆ joysiÂan teÂkna
ueoyÄ geneÂsuai, toiÄw pisteyÂ oysin eiÆw toÁ oÍnoma ayÆ toyÄ,
13 YoiÊ oyÆ k eÆ j aiëmaÂ tvn oyÆ deÁ eÆ k uelhÂ matow sarkoÁ w ZoyÆ deÁ
eÆ k uelhÂ matow aÆ ndroÁ w\ aÆ ll’ eÆ k ueoyÄ eÆ gennhÂ uhsan.

14 KaiÁ oë loÂ gow saÁ rj eÆ geÂ neto kaiÁ eÆ skhÂ nvsen eÆ n hë miÄn, III
5

kaiÁ eÆ ueasaÂ meua thÁ n doÂ jan ayÆ toyÄ, doÂ jan vë w monogenoyÄw
paraÁ patroÂ w, plhÂ rhw xaÂ ritow kaiÁ aÆ lhueiÂaw. 15 ÆIvaÂ nnhw I

6

martyreiÄ periÁ ayÆ toyÄ kaiÁ keÂkragen leÂ gvn´ oyÎtow hËn _oÊn

Inscriptio: _eyaggelion kata Ivannhn P66.75 (A) C D K L Ws D U C f 1 33. 565. 700.
892. 1241. 1424 M vgww m eyaggelion toy kata Ivannhn agioy eyaggelioy G m to
kata Ivannhn agion eyaggelion 579 m − a* B* m txt a1 B1

¶ 1,3 _oyden P66 a* D f 1; ClexThd l T − et T¹ . ac K G C 050c f 1.13 33. 565. 579. 700. 892.
1241. 1424. l 844 M syp.h bo m txt P75c C D L Ws 050*. l 2211 b vgs syc sa; PtolIr Theoph
Irlat Tert Cl ClexThd Or (sine interp. vel incert. P66.75* a* A B D U) • 4 cestin a D it
vgmss sa?; PtolIr Irlat Clpt Ormss m − Ws l ZB* • 6 ckyrioy D* l ]hn a* D* Ws syc; Irlat

• 13 YD* l ZB* • 15 _o eipvn´ a1a B* C*; Or m − a*

Gn1,1 · 8,58; 17,5 Kol
1,17 Prv8,22ss Sir1,4;
24,9 · 1J1,1 Ap19,13 ·

1J1,2 · 18!
Ps33,6 Sap9,1 1K8,6
Kol1,15-17 H1,2 Ap

3,14 5,26 1J1,1s · 8,12!
3,19; 12,35 · Is9,1

Mc 1,4p

15.19.32.34; 5,33

Act19,4

20! 5,35

8,12! · 1J2,8 · 4 Mt4,16

3,19; 11,27! 3!

5 1K2,8 1J3,1

1Hen42,1s

G3,26! 1J3,1

5,24! 1J5,13!

3,5s

1P1,23 1J4,7! Jc1,18
1T3,16 1J4,2! Kol

1,22! · Sir24,8 PsSal
7,6 Ez37,27 Zch8,3

Ap21,3
2,11! L9,32 · 3,16! · 17!

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or 
to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 4 Or only One, or unique One 

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O
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The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 and his own 
people3 did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom 
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5 Or small plants; also verses 12, 29 6 Or appointed times 
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the darkness he called Night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
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6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse1 
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arate the waters from the waters.” 7 And 
God made2 the expanse and separated the 
waters that were under the expanse from 
the waters that were above the expanse. 
And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse 
Heaven.3 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under 
the heavens be gathered together into 

one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry land 
Earth,4 and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that 
it was good.

11  And God said, “Let the earth sprout 
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and for seasons,6 and for days and years, 
15 and let them be lights in the expanse of 
the heavens to give light upon the earth.” 
And it was so. 16  And God made the two 
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CONCORDANCE

A
AARON (330)
Ex 4:14 “Is there not A, your brother, the Levite?  AARONH

Ex 4:27 Lord said to A, “Go into the wilderness to meet  AARONH

Ex 4:28 And Moses told A all the words of the Lord  AARONH

Ex 4:29 Moses and A went and gathered together all the  AARONH

Ex 4:30 A spoke all the words that the Lord had spoken  AARONH

Ex 5: 1 Moses and A went and said to Pharaoh,  AARONH

Ex 5: 4 “Moses and A, why do you take the people  AARONH

Ex 5:20 met Moses and A, who were waiting for them,  AARONH

Ex 6:13 the Lord spoke to Moses and A and gave them  AARONH

Ex 6:20 father’s sister, and she bore him A and Moses,  AARONH

Ex 6:23 A took as his wife Elisheba, the daughter of  AARONH

Ex 6:26 These are the A and Moses to whom the Lord  AARONH

Ex 6:27 of Israel from Egypt, this Moses and this A.  AARONH

Ex 7: 1 and your brother A shall be your prophet.  AARONH

Ex 7: 2 A shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go  AARONH

Ex 7: 6 Moses and A did so; they did just as the Lord  AARONH

Ex 7: 7 eighty years old, and A eighty-three years old,  AARONH

Ex 7: 8 Then the Lord said to Moses and A,  AARONH

Ex 7: 9 you shall say to A, ‘Take your staff and cast it  AARONH

Ex 7:10 So Moses and A went to Pharaoh and did just as  AARONH

Ex 7:10 A cast down his staff before Pharaoh and his  AARONH

Ex 7:19 Lord said to Moses, “Say to A, ‘Take your staff  AARONH

Ex 7:20 Moses and A did as the Lord commanded.  AARONH

Ex 8: 5 “Say to A, ‘Stretch out your hand with your  AARONH

Ex 8: 6 So A stretched out his hand over the waters of  AARONH

Ex 8: 8 Moses and A and said, “Plead with the Lord  AARONH

Ex 8:12 So Moses and A went out from Pharaoh,  AARONH

Ex 8:16 “Say to A, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the  AARONH

Ex 8:17 A stretched out his hand with his staff and  AARONH

Ex 8:25 Pharaoh called Moses and A and said, “Go,  AARONH

Ex 9: 8 said to Moses and A, “Take handfuls of soot  AARONH

Ex 9:27 Moses and A and said to them, “This time I  AARONH

Ex 10: 3 So Moses and A went in to Pharaoh and said to  AARONH

Ex 10: 8 So Moses and A were brought back to Pharaoh.  AARONH

Ex 10:16 Pharaoh hastily called Moses and A and said,  AARONH

Ex 11:10 and A did all these wonders before Pharaoh,  AARONH

Ex 12: 1 Lord said to Moses and A in the land of Egypt,  AARONH

Ex 12:28 had commanded Moses and A, so they did.  AARONH

Ex 12:31 he summoned Moses and A by night and said,  AARONH

Ex 12:43 Lord said to Moses and A, “This is the statute  AARONH

Ex 12:50 did just as the Lord commanded Moses and A.  AARONH

Ex 15:20 Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of A,  AARONH

Ex 16: 2 people of Israel grumbled against Moses and A  AARONH

Ex 16: 6 So Moses and A said to all the people of Israel,  AARONH

Ex 16: 9 Moses said to A, “Say to the whole congregation  AARONH

Ex 16:10 as soon as A spoke to the whole congregation  AARONH

Ex 16:33 Moses said to A, “Take a jar, and put an omer of  AARONH

Ex 16:34 so A placed it before the testimony to be kept.  AARONH

Ex 17:10 Moses, A, and Hur went up to the top of the  AARONH

Ex 17:12 he sat on it, while A and Hur held up his hands,  AARONH

Ex 18:12 A came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread  AARONH

Ex 19:24 “Go down, and come up bringing A with you.  AARONH

Ex 24: 1 “Come up to the Lord, you and A, Nadab, and  AARONH

Ex 24: 9 Then Moses and A, Nadab, and Abihu,  AARONH

Ex 24:14 And behold, A and Hur are with you.  AARONH

Ex 27:21 A and his sons shall tend it from evening to  AARONH

Ex 28: 1 “Then bring near to you A your brother,  AARONH

Ex 28: 1 to serve me as priests—A and Aaron’s sons,  AARONH

Ex 28: 2 shall make holy garments for A your brother,  AARONH

Ex 28: 4 shall make holy garments for A your brother  AARONH

Ex 28:12 And A shall bear their names before the Lord  AARONH

Ex 28:29 So A shall bear the names of the sons of Israel  AARONH

Ex 28:30 A shall bear the judgment of the people of Israel  AARONH

Ex 28:35 And it shall be on A when he ministers,  AARONH

Ex 28:38 and A shall bear any guilt from the holy things  AARONH

Ex 28:41 And you shall put them on A your brother,  AARONH

Ex 28:43 they shall be on A and on his sons when they go  AARONH

Ex 29: 4 bring A and his sons to the entrance of the tent  AARONH

Ex 29: 5 put on A the coat and the robe of the ephod,  AARONH

Ex 29: 9 and you shall gird A and his sons with sashes  AARONH

Ex 29: 9 Thus you shall ordain A and his sons.  AARONH

Ex 29:10 A and his sons shall lay their hands on the head  AARONH

Ex 29:15 A and his sons shall lay their hands on the head  AARONH

Ex 29:19 A and his sons shall lay their hands on the head  AARONH

Ex 29:20 and put it on the tip of the right ear of A and on  AARONH

Ex 29:21 oil, and sprinkle it on A and his garments,  AARONH

Ex 29:24 You shall put all these on the palms of A and on  AARONH

Ex 29:28 It shall be for A and his sons as a perpetual due  AARONH

Ex 29:29 garments of A shall be for his sons after him;  AARONH

Ex 29:32 And A and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram  AARONH

Ex 29:35 “Thus you shall do to A and to his sons,  AARONH

Ex 29:44 A also and his sons I will consecrate to serve me  AARONH

Ex 30: 7 And A shall burn fragrant incense on it.  AARONH

Ex 30: 8 and when A sets up the lamps at twilight,  AARONH

Ex 30:10 A shall make atonement on its horns once a  AARONH

Ex 30:19 with which A and his sons shall wash their  AARONH

Ex 30:30 anoint A and his sons, and consecrate them,  AARONH

Ex 31:10 the holy garments for A the priest and the  AARONH

Ex 32: 1 to A and said to him, “Up, make us gods  AARONH

Ex 32: 2 So A said to them, “Take off the rings of gold  AARONH

Ex 32: 3 that were in their ears and brought them to A.  AARONH

Ex 32: 5 When A saw this, he built an altar before it.  AARONH

Ex 32: 5 And A made a proclamation and said,  AARONH

Ex 32:21 said to A, “What did this people do to you that  AARONH

Ex 32:22 A said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot.  AARONH

Ex 32:25 the people had broken loose (for A had let them  AARONH

Ex 32:35 they made the calf, the one that A made.  AARONH

Ex 34:30 A and all the people of Israel saw Moses,  AARONH

Ex 34:31 Moses called to them, and A and all the leaders  AARONH

Ex 35:19 the holy garments for A the priest,  AARONH

Ex 38:21 under the direction of Ithamar the son of A  AARONH

Ex 39: 1 made the holy garments for A, as the Lord  AARONH

Ex 39:27 coats, woven of fine linen, for A and his sons,  AARONH

Ex 39:41 the holy garments for A the priest,  AARONH

Ex 40:12 Then you shall bring A and his sons to the  AARONH

Ex 40:13 and put on A the holy garments.  AARONH

Ex 40:31 with which Moses and A and his sons washed  AARONH

Le 1: 7 sons of A the priest shall put fire on the altar  AARONH

Le 2: 3 But the rest of the grain offering shall be for A  AARONH

Le 2:10 But the rest of the grain offering shall be for A  AARONH

Le 3:13 sons of A shall throw its blood against the sides  AARONH

Le 6: 9 “Command A and his sons, saying, This is the  AARONH

Le 6:14 The sons of A shall offer it before the Lord in  AARONH

Le 6:16 And the rest of it A and his sons shall eat.  AARONH

Le 6:18 Every male among the children of A may eat of  AARONH

Le 6:20 is the offering that A and his sons shall offer  AARONH

Le 6:25 “Speak to A and his sons, saying, This is the law  AARONH

Le 7:10 shall be shared equally among all the sons of A.  AARONH

Le 7:31 but the breast shall be for A and his sons.  AARONH

Le 7:33 Whoever among the sons of A offers the blood  AARONH

Le 7:34 have given them to A the priest and to his sons,  AARONH

Le 7:35 This is the portion of A and of his sons from the  AARONH

Le 8: 2 “Take A and his sons with him,  AARONH

Le 8: 6 And Moses brought A and his sons and washed  AARONH

Le 8:14 and A and his sons laid their hands on the head  AARONH

Le 8:18 and A and his sons laid their hands on the head  AARONH

Le 8:22 and A and his sons laid their hands on the head  AARONH

Le 8:27 And he put all these in the hands of A and in  AARONH

Le 8:30 altar and sprinkled it on A and his garments,  AARONH

Le 8:30 So he consecrated A and his garments,  AARONH

Le 8:31 Moses said to A and his sons, “Boil the flesh at  AARONH

Le 8:31 saying, ‘A and his sons shall eat it.’  AARONH

Le 8:36 A and his sons did all the things that the Lord  AARONH

Le 9: 1 On the eighth day Moses called A and his sons  AARONH

Le 9: 2 and he said to A, “Take for yourself a bull calf  AARONH

Le 9: 7 Then Moses said to A, “Draw near to the altar  AARONH

Le 9: 8 So A drew near to the altar and killed the calf  AARONH

Le 9: 9 And the sons of A presented the blood to him,  AARONH

Le 9:21 and the right thigh A waved for a wave offering  AARONH

Le 9:22 Then A lifted up his hands toward the people  AARONH

Le 9:23 And Moses and A went into the tent of meeting,  AARONH

Le 10: 1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of A,  AARONH

Le 10: 3 Then Moses said to A, “This is what the Lord  AARONH

Le 10: 3 I will be glorified.’” And A held his peace.  AARONH

Le 10: 4 and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of A,  AARONH

Le 10: 6 And Moses said to A and to Eleazar and Ithamar  AARONH

Le 10: 8 And the Lord spoke to A, saying,  AARONH

Le 10:12 Moses spoke to A and to Eleazar and Ithamar,  AARONH

Le 10:16 Eleazar and Ithamar, the surviving sons of A,  AARONH

Le 10:19 And A said to Moses, “Behold, today they have  AARONH

Le 11: 1 the Lord spoke to Moses and A, saying to them,  AARONH

Le 13: 1 The Lord spoke to Moses and A, saying,  AARONH

Le 13: 2 then he shall be brought to A the priest or to  AARONH

Le 14:33 The Lord spoke to Moses and A, saying,  AARONH

Le 15: 1 The Lord spoke to Moses and A, saying,  AARONH

Le 16: 1 to Moses after the death of the two sons of A,  AARONH

Le 16: 2 “Tell A your brother not to come at any time  AARONH

Le 16: 3 in this way A shall come into the Holy Place:  AARONH

Le 16: 6 “A shall offer the bull as a sin offering for  AARONH

Le 16: 8 And A shall cast lots over the two goats,  AARONH

Le 16: 9 A shall present the goat on which the lot fell  AARONH

Le 16:11 “A shall present the bull as a sin offering for  AARONH

Le 16:21 A shall lay both his hands on the head of the  AARONH

Le 16:23 “Then A shall come into the tent of meeting  AARONH

Le 16:34 And A did as the Lord commanded Moses. 
Le 17: 2 “Speak to A and his sons and to all the people of  AARONH

Le 21: 1 to the priests, the sons of A, and say to them,  AARONH

Le 21:17 “Speak to A, saying, None of your offspring  AARONH

Le 21:21 No man of the offspring of A the priest who has  AARONH

Le 21:24 So Moses spoke to A and to his sons and to all  AARONH

Le 22: 2 “Speak to A and his sons so that they abstain  AARONH

Le 22: 4 None of the offspring of A who has a leprous  AARONH

Le 22:18 “Speak to A and his sons and all the people of  AARONH

Le 24: 3 A shall arrange it from evening to morning  AARONH

Le 24: 8 Every Sabbath day A shall arrange it before the Lord 
Le 24: 9 shall be for A and his sons, and they shall eat it  AARONH

Nu 1: 3 you and A shall list them, company by  AARONH

Nu 1:17 and A took these men who had been named,  AARONH

Nu 1:44 Moses and A listed with the help of the chiefs of  AARONH

Nu 2: 1 The Lord spoke to Moses and A, saying,  AARONH

Nu 3: 1 generations of A and Moses at the time when  AARONH

Nu 3: 2 the names of the sons of A: Nadab the firstborn,  AARONH

Nu 3: 3 the names of the sons of A, the anointed priests,  AARONH

Nu 3: 4 served as priests in the lifetime of A their father.  AARONH

Nu 3: 6 the tribe of Levi near, and set them before A the  AARONH

Nu 3: 9 And you shall give the Levites to A and his sons;  AARONH

Nu 3:10 And you shall appoint A and his sons,  AARONH

Nu 3:32 Eleazar the son of A the priest was to be chief  AARONH

Nu 3:38 and A and his sons, guarding the sanctuary  AARONH

Nu 3:39 whom Moses and A listed at the commandment  AARONH

Nu 3:48 and give the money to A and his sons as the  AARONH

Nu 3:51 gave the redemption money to A and his sons,  AARONH

Nu 4: 1 The Lord spoke to Moses and A, saying,  AARONH

Nu 4: 5 A and his sons shall go in and take down the  AARONH

Nu 4:15 when A and his sons have finished covering  AARONH

Nu 4:16 Eleazar the son of A the priest shall have charge  AARONH

Nu 4:17 The Lord spoke to Moses and A, saying,  AARONH

Nu 4:19 A and his sons shall go in and appoint them  AARONH

Nu 4:27 of the Gershonites shall be at the command of A  AARONH

Nu 4:28 be under the direction of Ithamar the son of A  AARONH

Nu 4:33 under the direction of Ithamar the son of A  AARONH

Nu 4:34 Moses and A and the chiefs of the congregation  AARONH

Nu 4:37 whom Moses and A listed according to the  AARONH

Nu 4:41 whom Moses and A listed according to the  AARONH

Nu 4:45 whom Moses and A listed according to the  AARONH

Nu 4:46 Moses and A and the chiefs of Israel listed,  AARONH

Nu 6:23 “Speak to A and his sons, saying, Thus you  AARONH

Nu 7: 8 under the direction of Ithamar the son of A  AARONH

Nu 8: 2 “Speak to A and say to him, When you set up  AARONH

Nu 8: 3 And A did so: he set up its lamps in front of the  AARONH

Nu 8:11 and A shall offer the Levites before the Lord as  AARONH

Nu 8:13 you shall set the Levites before A and his sons,  AARONH

Nu 8:19 have given the Levites as a gift to A and his sons  AARONH

Nu 8:20 Thus did Moses and A and all the congregation  AARONH

Nu 8:21 A offered them as a wave offering before the  AARONH

Nu 8:21 A made atonement for them to cleanse them.  AARONH

Nu 8:22 do their service in the tent of meeting before A  AARONH

Nu 9: 6 and they came before Moses and A on that day.  AARONH

Nu 10: 8 sons of A, the priests, shall blow the trumpets.  AARONH

Nu 12: 1 Miriam and A spoke against Moses because of  AARONH

Nu 12: 4 said to Moses and to A and Miriam, “Come out,  AARONH

Nu 12: 5 entrance of the tent and called A and Miriam,  AARONH

Nu 12:10 A turned toward Miriam, and behold, she was  AARONH

Nu 12:11 A said to Moses, “Oh, my lord, do not punish  AARONH

Nu 13:26 And they came to Moses and A and to all the  AARONH

Nu 14: 2 people of Israel grumbled against Moses and A.  AARONH

Nu 14: 5 Then Moses and A fell on their faces before all  AARONH

Nu 14:26 And the Lord spoke to Moses and to A, saying,  AARONH

Nu 15:33 brought him to Moses and A and to all the  AARONH

Nu 16: 3 against Moses and against A and said to them,  AARONH

Nu 16:11 What is A that you grumble against him?”  AARONH

Nu 16:16 before the Lord, you and they, and A,  AARONH

Nu 16:17 250 censers; you also, and A, each his censer.”  AARONH

Nu 16:18 of the tent of meeting with Moses and A.  AARONH

Nu 16:20 And the Lord spoke to Moses and to A, saying,  AARONH

Nu 16:37 “Tell Eleazar the son of A the priest to take up  AARONH

Nu 16:40 no outsider, who is not of the descendants of A,  AARONH

Nu 16:41 of Israel grumbled against Moses and against A,  AARONH

Nu 16:42 had assembled against Moses and against A,  AARONH

Nu 16:43 and A came to the front of the tent of meeting,  AARONH

Nu 16:46 And Moses said to A, “Take your censer,  AARONH

Nu 16:47 So A took it as Moses said and ran into the  AARONH

Nu 16:50 A returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent  AARONH

Nu 17: 6 And the staff of A was among their staffs.  AARONH

Nu 17: 8 the staff of A for the house of Levi had sprouted  AARONH

Nu 17:10 “Put back the staff of A before the testimony,  AARONH

Nu 18: 1 Lord said to A, “You and your sons and your  AARONH
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DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

MP3 CDs 978-1-4335-0295-8 $49.99

FEATURES

NO. OF CDs 7

FORMAT MP3 CD

ESV TEXT EDITION 2011

NARRATOR David Cochran Heath

Contains the full 2011 ESV Bible text edition

Packaging: Belly band

ESV
HEAR THE WORD 
AUDIO BIBLE 
(MP3 CDS)
The ESV Hear the Word Audio Bible 

provides more than 75 hours of Bible 

reading, conveniently captured on 7 MP3 

discs for listening at home, in your car, or 

for loading on an MP3 player. Each disc is 

fully searchable, helping you easily locate 

the exact Bible chapter you are looking for. 

Packaged in a sturdy zipper pack, the ESV 

Hear the Word Audio Bible is ideal for busy 

commuters, people on the go, and for the 

visually impaired—anyone who prefers to 

listen to as well as read the Bible.

These editions are some of our time-tested top sellers and are a great start for any 

retailer looking to stock a well-rounded collection of ESV Bibles.

 DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE PAGE

1  ESV Study Bible Hardcover 978-1-4335-0241-5 $49.99 12

2 ESV Study Bible, Large Print Hardcover 978-1-4335-4413-2 $69.99 14

3 ESV Study Bible, Personal Size Hardcover 978-1-4335-2461-5 $44.99 20

4 ESV Women’s Study Bible Hardcover 978-1-4335-7204-3 $49.99 22

5 ESV Student Study Bible TruTone, Chestnut 978-1-4335-5625-8 $39.99 34

6 ESV Gospel Transformation Study Bible Hardcover 978-1-4335-6359-1 $39.99 24

7 ESV Thinline Bible TruTone, Brown/Cordovan, Portfolio Design 978-1-5813-4736-4 $29.99 46

8 ESV Value Thinline Bible TruTone, Charcoal, Celtic Cross Design 978-1-4335-4835-2 $14.99 50

9 ESV Large Print Value Thinline Bible TruTone, Chestnut 978-1-4335-5026-3 $19.99 51

10 ESV Large Print Personal Size Bible TruTone, Mahogany 978-1-4335-4153-7 $49.99 54

11 ESV Large Print Bible TruTone, Black 978-1-4335-5178-9 $49.99 53

12 ESV Super Giant Print Bible TruTone, Black 978-1-4335-5884-9 $49.99 57

13 ESV Premium Gift Bible TruTone, Olive, Celtic Cross Design 978-1-4335-4827-7 $16.99 70

14 ESV Children’s Bible Hardcover, Blue 978-1-4335-4755-3 $27.50 126

15 ESV Holy Bible for Kids Hardcover 978-1-4335-4520-7 $14.99 127

16 ESV Following Jesus Bible Hardcover 978-1-4335-4552-8 $34.99 124

17 ESV Seek and Find Bible Hardcover 978-1-4335-6694-3 $34.99 122

18 ESV Single Column Journaling Bible Original, Black 978-1-4335-3191-0 $39.99 92

19 ESV Bible with Creeds and Confessions TruTone, Black 978-1-4335-6687-5 $49.99 74

20 ESV Illuminated Bible, Art Journaling Edition Cloth over Board, Navy 978-1-4335-5831-3 $59.99 88

21 ESV Compact Bible TruTone, Walnut, Weathered Cross Design 978-1-4335-4052-3 $24.99 59

22 ESV Scripture Journals Paperback Various Various 96

23 ESV Illuminated Journals Paperback Various Various 100

CORE BIBLE BUYING GUIDE

FEATURES

SIZE 8.5" x 11"

BIBLE TEXT 6.5-point Lexicon

PAGE COUNT 1,504

 n Triple-column,  
verse-by-verse 
format

Dictionary

Concordance

Smyth-sewn binding

No packaging

ESV
EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE
With more than 340,000 references 

connected to every verse in the Bible, the 

ESV Exhaustive Concordance makes an 

excellent study companion for the English 

Standard Version of the Bible. The ESV 

Bible combines word-for-word accuracy 

with readability, literary excellence, and 

depth of meaning, and this concordance is 

an ideal reference tool for quickly locating 

particular passages or for conducting 

in-depth word studies.

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE

Hardcover 978-1-4335-6200-6 $54.99

Actual type size and column width

155



INDEX OF BIBLE LAYOUTS

This pictorial index is designed to help you choose an ESV Bible based on how the various features are 
arranged on the page. Use this index one of two ways: either select a layout below and find the corresponding 
layout number in the list on the right, or browse the list to the right to select an edition by name, and find the 
corresponding icon to see if the arrangement suits your needs.

Note: Not all available ESV Bibles are included in this list. 

JOURNALING BIBLES

21

TEXT-ONLY BIBLES

READER’S BIBLES REFERENCE BIBLES

3

6

12

1714

5

11

16

8

9 13

19

4

10

15

7

18

STUDY BIBLES

TEXT-ONLY BIBLES

LAYOUT 1
ESV Church Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

ESV Compact Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59

ESV Economy Bible, Giant Print . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

ESV Every Day Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110

ESV Giant Print Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

ESV Gift and Award Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

ESV Large Print Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

ESV Large Print Compact Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

ESV Large Print Personal Size Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

ESV Large Print Thinline Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

ESV Large Print Value Thinline Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

ESV Large Print Wide Margin Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

ESV Outreach New Testament, Large Print . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

ESV Pew and Worship Bible, Large Print . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

ESV Pew Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

ESV Pocket Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58

ESV Premium Gift Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

ESV Premium Pew and Worship Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

ESV Premium Thinline Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

ESV Pulpit Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140

ESV Super Giant Print Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

ESV Thinline Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46

ESV UltraThin Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

ESV Value Compact Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

ESV Value Large Print Compact Bible. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

ESV Value Thinline Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

ESV Vest Pocket New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs . . 68

LAYOUT 2
ESV Economy Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132

ESV Economy Bible, Large Print  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

ESV New Christian’s Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138

ESV Outreach Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140

ESV Outreach New Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

ESV Share the Good News Outreach Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142

LAYOUT 3
ESV Heirloom Single Column Personal Size Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . 45

ESV New Testament  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

ESV Preaching Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

• ESV Preaching Bible, Verse-by-Verse Edition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
ESV Single Column Legacy Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

ESV Single Column Thinline Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

READER’S BIBLES

LAYOUT 4
ESV Gospel of John, Reader’s Edition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

ESV Gospels, Reader’s Set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130

ESV Reader’s Bible, Six-Volume Set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

LAYOUT 5
ESV Reader’s Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130

ESV Reader’s Bible, Six-Volume Set: With Chapter and Verse 

Numbers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129

REFERENCE BIBLES

LAYOUT 6
ESV Bible with Creeds and Confessions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

ESV Large Print Thinline Reference Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

ESV Omega Thinline Reference Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

ESV Verse-by-Verse Reference Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

ESV Wide Margin Reference Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81

LAYOUT 7
ESV Personal Reference Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

LAYOUT 8
ESV Reference Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

JOURNALING BIBLES

LAYOUT 9
ESV Journaling Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

LAYOUT 10
ESV Single Column Journaling Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

• ESV Single Column Journaling Bible, Artist Series . . . . . . . . . 86
ESV Single Column Journaling Bible, Large Print . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

LAYOUT 11
ESV Journaling Bible, Interleaved Edition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

LAYOUT 12
ESV Illuminated Scripture Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .100, 104

ESV Scripture Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96, 98

STUDY BIBLES

LAYOUT 15
ESV Archaeology Study Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

ESV Global Study Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

ESV Study Bible, Large Print . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

LAYOUT 16
ESV Gospel Transformation Study Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

ESV Study Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

ESV Study Bible, Indexed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

ESV Study Bible, Large Print, Indexed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

ESV Study Bible, Personal Size . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

LAYOUT 17
ESV Student Study Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

ESV Women’s Study Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

LAYOUT 18
ESV Systematic Theology Study Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

LAYOUT 19
ESV Literary Study Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

ESV Story of Redemption Bible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

 n Bible text layout

 n Footnotes

 n Chapter numbers

 n Supplemental content

 n Study or devotional text

 n Cross-references
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1

Pictured Above: ESV Heirloom Thinline Bible, Goatskin, Black

PREMIUM BIBLES
All premium ESV Bibles are skillfully created using high-quality materials and 

expert craftsmanship. Each edition features a carefully chosen premium goatskin 

cover, durable edge-lined smyth-sewn binding, beautiful art gilding, and high-

quality Bible paper designed for optimal quality, readability, and durability.

FEATURES:

1. Goatskin leather cover

2. Hand-sprayed art gilding 

3. European Bible paper

4. Hand-crafted sewn binding

5. Multiple ribbon markers

DESCRIPTION ISBN PRICE PAGE

ESV Thinline Bible, Goatskin, Black 978-1-4335-4157-5 $199.00 46

ESV Thinline Bible, Goatskin, Dark Blue 978-1-4335-6703-2 $199.00 46

ESV Bible with Creeds and Confessions, Goatskin, Black 978-1-4335-6688-2 $224.99 74

ESV Heirloom Single Column Personal Size Bible, Goatskin, Black 978-1-4335-6566-3 $229.00 45

ESV Heirloom Single Column Personal Size Bible, Goatskin, Dark Blue 978-1-4335-6567-0 $229.00 45

ESV Premium Thinline Bible, Goatskin, Black 978-1-4335-6456-7 $229.00 43

ESV Omega Thinline Reference Bible, Goatskin, Black 978-1-4335-6220-4 $249.00 76

ESV Preaching Bible, Goatskin, Black 978-1-4335-6228-0 $249.00 42

ESV Preaching Bible, Verse-by-Verse Edition, Goatskin, Black 978-1-4335-7206-7 $249.00 40

ESV Single Column Legacy Bible, Goatskin, Black 978-1-4335-6865-7 $249.00 44

ESV Single Column Legacy Bible, Goatskin, Blue 978-1-4335-6866-4 $249.00 44

ESV Reader’s Bible, Six-Volume Set: With Chapter and  
Verse Numbers, Goatskin over Board with Walnut Slipcase

978-1-4335-6565-6 $499.99 129
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OUR CROSSWAY TEAMS LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU

ANTHONY GOSLING, Chief Operating Offi  cer

DAN BUSH, Executive Vice President of Sales 

BENJAMIN THOCHER, Senior Director of Sales

STEPHEN KOPALCHICK, Director of Global Distribution

DANNY LEE, Senior Key Account and Church Manager

TONY DOPPKE, Key Account Sales Manager

LIZA GEMMEL, Sales Administrative Assistant

LORRAINE GOSLING, Personal Assistant to the Chief Operating Offi  cer

KAY OLSEN, Manager, Sales and Marketing Services

SHANTAY YATES, Telephone Sales Representative

CONNIE HALL, Telephone Sales Representative

CHRISTIAN WERMESKERCH, Telephone Sales Representative

JODALE LEE, Telephone Sales Representative

RANDY JAHNS, Senior Vice President of Ministry and Licensing

AARON CAMP, International Licensing Manager

NICOLE GOSLING, Licensing and Permissions Services Manager

JAIME SUK, Licensing Process Manager

ALEX BLOUNT, Licensing Associate

WHITNEY VANDENHEUVEL, Licensing Department Coordinator

DESIGNATED INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS

IN AUSTRALIA: Koorong Books, West Ryde, NSW

IN CANADA: Word Alive Inc., Winnipeg, MB

IN NEW ZEALAND: Manna Christian Stores / Bible Society, Auckland

IN SOUTH AFRICA: Christian Art, Vereeniging

IN THE UK: MacMillan Distribution, Swansea, Wales

ORDERING INFORMATION

Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers, is a not-for-profi t Christian ministry and exists solely for the purpose of proclaiming the 
gospel through publishing and other means in order, by God’s grace: (a) to bring men, women, and children to Christ as their Lord and Savior; (b) to 
help individual Christians and the church grow in knowledge and understanding of the Christian life; (c) to bear witness to God’s Truth, Beauty, and 
Holiness, and the Lordship of Christ in every area of life; and (d) to glorify our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in every way. Any surpluses which may 
arise shall be used solely to further the ministry and shall not enure to the benefi t of any individual.

OFFICE HOURS • 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST/CDT

ORDER BY PHONE • 1 (800) 323-3890

ORDER BY FAX (24 HOURS) • 1 (630) 682-4785

ORDER BY MAIL • 1300 Crescent Street, Wheaton, Illinois 60187

ORDER BY EMAIL • sales@crossway.org

ORDER ONLINE • crossway.org

FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE CALL • 1 (800) 543-1659

All prices are subject to change.
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