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Gen esis 1:26 4  5 Gen esis 2:16

for we shall be full of him when he shall be all in all. 
(Augustine, The City of God)

2:5 This seems to be observed to teach that all the life 
that is in the creation is immediately from God, and not 
from the creature itself; that in itself is wholly lifeless 
and void, empty of all perfection. The vegetable life 
that is in this lower world was immediately from God. 
Of all the innumerable kinds of principles of life that 
now are manifest, every one was immediately from God. 
Though the earth, and the rain, and the cultivation and 
husbandry of men be now made use of, yet these living 
principles were not first owing to them, for they were 
before them. So it is as to all principles of spiritual life 
in the spiritual creation. (Jonathan Edwards, Notes on 
the Bible: Genesis)

2:7 Three gradations, indeed, are to be noted in the cre-
ation of man; that his dead body was formed out of the 
dust of the earth; that it was endued with a soul, whence 
it should receive vital motion; and that on this soul God 
engraved his own image, to which immortality is annexed. 
(John Calvin, Commentary on Genesis, vol. 1)

2:8 My belief is that this spot of earth was called Eden, 
either by Adam or in the time of Adam, on account of 
that astonishing productiveness and that delightful plea-
surableness, which Adam experienced in it, and that the 
name of a place so delightful remained with posterity 
long after the place itself was lost and gone—just as the 
names of Rome, Athens, and Carthage exist among us 
at this day, though scarcely any traces of those mighty 
states and kingdoms can now be discovered. (Martin 
Luther, Luther on the Creation: A Critical and Devotional 
Commentary on Genesis)

2:9 That tree of life endured but for a time, but our tree 
of life endures forever (Heb. 7:24). That tree could not 

restore life again to Adam, being only the sacrament of 
the cove nant of life in case of perseverance, but our tree 
of life, Christ Jesus, restores life lost to his own chosen; 
yea, a better life than Adam’s in paradise. And since he is 
the end of the law to them that believe (Rom. 10), Christ 
now becomes to us by the cove nant of grace, the true 
tree of life, performing that which that of works could 
not attain unto, by reason of man’s fall. (William Guild, 
Moses Unveiled)

2:10 This river may be an emblem of the everlasting 
love of God, that pure river of water of life, which springs 
from the throne of God, and of the Lamb, from divine 
sovereignty, and not from the faith, love, and obedience 
of man; that river, the streams whereof make glad the city 
of God, and which water the garden, the church, revive 
its plants, and make it fruitful and delightful. (John Gill, 
Exposition of the Bible)

2:15 He lived out of Eden before he lived in it, that he 
might see that all the comforts of his paradise-state 
were owing to God’s free grace. He could not plead a 
tenant-right to the garden, for he was not born upon 
the premises, nor had anything but what he received; all 
boasting was hereby forever excluded. (Matthew Henry, 
Commentary on the Whole Bible)

2:16 Hitherto we have seen God as man’s powerful cre-
ator and his bountiful benefactor; now he appears as his 
ruler and lawgiver. God put him into the garden of Eden 
not to live there as he might be inclined but to be under 
government. As we are not allowed to be idle in this 
world, and to do nothing, so we are not allowed to be 
willful, and do what we please. When God had given man 
a dominion over the creatures, he would let him know that 
still he himself was under the government of his creator. 
(Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible)

1:26 Consider therefore the greatness and dignity that 
he bestowed upon you at the beginning of your creation, 
and judge for yourself with what love and reverence he 
ought to be worshiped. For when, as he was creating and 
ordering the whole world of things visible and invisible, 
he had determined to create the nature of man, he took 
high counsel concerning the dignity of your condition, 
forasmuch as he determined to honor you more highly 
than all other creatures that are in the world. (Anselm, 
Devotions of Saint Anselm)

1:27 Do not so mind comfort as to slight holiness, and 
divide one part of your calling from the other. Comfort is 
consequent to holiness, and follows it as heat does fire. 
The Spirit is more necessarily a sanctifier than a comforter, 
for our duty and obedience to God is a greater thing 
than our own peace. Holiness is the image of God upon 
the soul and the blessed perfection wherein we were 
created. (Thomas Manton, Complete Works of Thomas 
Manton, vol. 3)

1:28 It is of great importance that we touch nothing 
of God’s bounty but what we know he has permitted 
us to do, since we cannot enjoy anything with a good 
conscience, except we receive it as from the hand of 
God. And therefore Paul teaches us that, in eating and 
drinking, we always sin, unless faith be present (Rom. 
14:23). Thus we are instructed to seek from God alone 
whatever is necessary for us, and in the very use of his 
gifts we are to exercise ourselves in meditating on his 
goodness and paternal care. (John Calvin, Commentary 
on Genesis, vol. 1)

1:29–30 He is a great housekeeper, a very rich and boun-
tiful one, that satisfies the desire of every living thing. Let 
this encourage God’s people to cast their care upon him 
and not to be solicitous respecting what they shall eat and 
what they shall drink. He that provided for Adam without 

his care, and still provides for all the creatures without 
their care, will not let those that trust him want any good 
thing (Matt. 6:26). He that feeds his birds will not starve his 
babes. (Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible)

1:31 On each of the days, simple approbation was given. 
But now, after the workmanship of the world was com-
plete in all its parts, and had received, if I may so speak, 
the last finishing touch, he pronounces it perfectly good, 
that we may know that there is in the symmetry of God’s 
works the highest perfection, to which nothing can be 
added. (John Calvin, Commentary on Genesis, vol. 1)

2:1 The creatures comprehended in heaven and earth 
are called a host, not only by reason of their great multi-
tude and diversity, their exact order, singular luster, and 
decency, but also for that they are all entertained and 
governed by God as their commander general and must 
always stand ready for his service. (Dutch Annotations)

2:2 The eternal God, though infinitely happy in the enjoy-
ment of himself, yet took a satisfaction in the work of 
his own hands. He did not rest as one weary but as one 
well-pleased with the instances of his own goodness and 
the manifestations of his own glory. (Matthew Henry, 
Commentary on the Whole Bible)

2:3 For we shall ourselves be the seventh day, when we 
shall be filled and replenished with God’s blessing and 
sanctification. There shall we be still, and know that he 
is God, that he is that which we ourselves aspired to be 
when we fell away from him and listened to the voice 
of the seducer, “Ye shall be as gods,” and so abandoned 
God, who would have made us as gods, not by deserting 
him but by participating in him. For without him what 
have we accomplished, save to perish in his anger? But 
when we are restored by him, and perfected with greater 
grace, we shall have eternal leisure to see that he is God, 
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1 Or open country 2 Or earth; also verse 6 3 Or spring 
1 The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for mankind and becomes the proper name Adam 

The Creation of Man and Woman
 4  y These are the generations
  of the heavens and the earth when they 

were created,
  in the day that the Lord God made the 

earth and the heavens.

5 When no z  bush of the field1 was yet in the 
land2 and no small plant of the field had yet 
sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused 
it to rain on the land, and there was no man 
a to work the ground, 6 and a mist3 was going 
up from the land and was watering the whole 
face of the ground— 7  then the Lord God 
formed the man of b dust from the ground and 
c  breathed into his d nostrils the breath of life, 
and e the man became a living creature. 8 And 
the Lord God planted a f garden in Eden, in 
the east, and there he put the man whom he 

had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord 
God made to spring up every tree that is pleas-
ant to the sight and good for food. g  The tree 
of life was in the midst of the garden, h and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A  river flowed out of Eden to water the 
garden, and there it divided and became four 
rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It 
is the one that flowed around the whole land 
of i Havilah, where there is gold. 12  And the 
gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx 
stone are there. 13 The name of the second river 
is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around 
the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name of the 
third river is the j Tigris, which flows east of 
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man k and put him 
in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, 

26 Then God said, o “Let us make man1 in our 
image, p after our likeness. And q let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.”

27   So God created man in his own image,
  in the image of God he created him;
 r male and female he created them.

28  And God blessed them. And God said 
to them, s “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, 
I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is on the face of all the earth, and every tree 

with seed in its fruit. t You shall have them for 
food. 30 And u to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the heavens and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has 
the breath of life, I  have given every green 
plant for food.” And it was so. 31 v And God saw 
everything that he had made, and behold, it 
was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day.

The Seventh Day, God Rests

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were fin-
ished, and w all the host of them. 2 And x on 

the seventh day God finished his work that 
he had done, and he rested on the seventh 
day from all his work that he had done. 3 So 
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it God rested from all his work that 
he had done in creation.
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A Man with a Withered Hand
9  He went on from there and  entered their synagogue. 10  And a 

man was there with a withered hand. And they asked him, “Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse him. 
11  He said to them, “Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls 
into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 Of 
how much more value is a man than a sheep! So it is lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath.” 13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your 
hand.” And the man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy 
like the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and conspired against 
him, how to destroy him.

God’s Chosen Servant
15 Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed 

him, and he healed them all 16 and ordered them not to make him 
known. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:

18    “ Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
  my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
  I will put my Spirit upon him,
  and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
19    He will not quarrel or cry aloud,
  nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20    a bruised reed he will not break,
  and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
  until he brings justice to victory;
21    and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit
22   Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was 

brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and 
saw. 23 And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the 
Son of David?” 24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is 
only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts out 
demons.” 25 Knowing their thoughts,  he said to them, “Every king-
dom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided 
against itself will stand. 26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided 

Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in 
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22  But I tell you, it will be more 
bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 
23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be 
brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had 
been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But 
I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for 
the land of Sodom than for you.”

Come to Me, and I Will Give You Rest
25   At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children; 26  yes, Father, 
for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath

12 At that time   Jesus went through the grainfields on the 
Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck 

heads of grain and to eat. 2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said 
to him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on 
the Sabbath.” 3  He said to them, “Have you not read what David 
did when he was hungry, and those who were with him: 4 how he 
entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which 
it was not lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with him, 
but only for the priests? 5 Or have you not read in the Law how on 
the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are 
guiltless? 6  I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. 
7 And if you had known what this means,  ‘I desire mercy, and not 
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. 8 For the Son 
of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”
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The customizable Pour Out Your Heart Prayer Journal includes sample prayers, hymns, 

sections to record personal prayers, and more. Designed to use over many years, it features  

a unique method that guides women toward a joyful, consistent prayer life. 

• Customizable: Includes 4 journaling sections 

with clear instructions for a personalized 

prayer and Bible-study experience 

• Beautifully Designed: Features a ribbon 

marker, high-quality journaling paper, a 

durable cover, and lay-flat binding  

• A Great Gift Idea for Women: This prayer 

journal makes a great present for birthdays, 

Mother’s Day, and other celebrations 
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D A I L Y  G O S P E L  T R U T H

Because of our tendency to slip so quickly into legalism, to expect 
that our actions earn us God’s favor or disapproval, and to walk in 
the pride of doing things “right,” we need to breathe in gospel truth 
daily. We come confidently to God in prayer because of Christ’s 
righteousness, not our own. Daily gospel truth reminds us of this.

Have you heard the exhortation to “preach the gospel to your-
self every day”? What does this mean exactly? Paul Tripp explains 
that preaching the gospel to ourselves involves “self-consciously 
and intentionally reminding ourselves of the person and presence 
and provisions of our Redeemer.”1 The gospel is not only good 
news regarding our salvation; it is good news about our growth 
in Christlikeness.

The first pages of this journal, Daily Gospel Truth, are the place to 
begin your time in prayer with a reminder of God’s grace and mercy.

Fill out these pages pages by

1. writing out verses that proclaim the gospel (pg 200)
2.  writing out hymn lyrics, catechism questions, or meaningful 

quotes (pg 202)
3. writing out the gospel message in your own words (pg 204)

1  Paul Tripp, “Preach the Gospel to Yourself,” Desiring God, April 5, 2014, https://
www.desiringgod.org/interviews/preach-the-gospel-to-yourself/.

Gospel Verses

Add Bible verses that help you to know the redeeming love of Christ. For a list of 

suggested verses see page 208. 
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The ESV Journaling Bible contains 2-inch ruled margins for writing notes, observations, 

reflections, prayers, or journal entries. 
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• 2" ruled margins 
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• 1 Bible reading plan 

• Smyth-sewn binding 

• Lifetime guarantee (TruTone and leather 

editions) 

10 11

G E N E S I S  17:6 11

give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O 
Lord God, how am I to know that I shall pos
sess it?” 9  He said to him, “Bring me a heifer 
three years old, a female goat three years old, a 
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 10  And he brought him all these, cut 
them in half, and laid each half over against 
the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 
11  And when birds of prey came down on the 
carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep 
fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great 
darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the Lord said 
to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring 
will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs 
and will be servants there, and they will be 
afflicted for four hundred years. 14  But I will 
bring judgment on the nation that they serve, 
and afterward they shall come out with great 
possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your 
fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good 
old age. 16  And they shall come back here in 
the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet complete.”

17 When the sun had gone down and it was 
dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch passed between these pieces. 18  On that 
day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “To your offspring I give1 this land, 
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates, 19  the land of the Kenites, the 
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20  the Hittites, 
the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

Sarai and Hagar

16 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him 
no children. She had a female Egyptian 

servant whose name was Hagar. 2  And Sarai 
said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has pre
vented me from bearing children. Go in to my 
servant; it may be that I shall obtain children2 
by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of 
Sarai. 3  So, after Abram had lived ten years in 
the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took 
Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her 
to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he went 
in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she 
saw that she had conceived, she looked with 
contempt on her mistress.3 5 And Sarai said to 
Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I 
gave my servant to your embrace, and when she 

saw that she had conceived, she looked on me 
with contempt. May the Lord judge between 
you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, 
your servant is in your power; do to her as you 
please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and 
she fled from her.

7  The angel of the Lord found her by a 
spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on 
the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant 
of Sarai, where have you come from and where 
are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my 
mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel of the Lord said to 
her, “Return to your mistress and submit to 
her.” 10 The angel of the Lord also said to her, “I 
will surely multiply your offspring so that they 
cannot be numbered for multitude.” 11 And the 
angel of the Lord said to her,

 “ Behold, you are pregnant
  and shall bear a son.
  You shall call his name Ishmael,4
  because the Lord has listened to your 

affliction.
12   He shall be a wild donkey of a man,
  his hand against everyone
  and everyone’s hand against him,
  and he shall dwell over against all his kins

men.”

13 So she called the name of the Lord who spoke 
to her, “You are a God of seeing,”5 for she said, 
“Truly here I have seen him who looks after 
me.”6 14 Therefore the well was called Beerlahai
roi;7 it lies between Kadesh and Bered.

15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram 
called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, 
Ishmael. 16 Abram was eightysix years old when 
Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision

17 When Abram was ninetynine years old 
the Lord appeared to Abram and said to 

him, “I am God Almighty;8 walk before me, and 
be blameless, 2  that I may make my covenant 
between me and you, and may multiply you 
greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God 
said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, 
and you shall be the father of a multitude of 
nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called 
Abram,9 but your name shall be Abraham,10 for 
I have made you the father of a multitude of 
nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, 
and I will make you into nations, and kings 

1 Or have given 2 Hebrew be built up, which sounds like the Hebrew for children 3 Hebrew her mistress was dishonorable in her eyes; similarly in verse 5 4 Ishmael means God 
hears 5 Or You are a God who sees me 6 Hebrew Have I really seen him here who sees me? or Would I have looked here for the one who sees me? 7 Beer-lahai-roi means the well of 
the Living One who sees me 8 Hebrew El Shaddai 9 Abram means exalted father 10 Abraham means father of a multitude 
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give it to you.” 18 So Abram moved his tent and 
came and settled by the oaks1 of Mamre, which 
are at Hebron, and there he built an altar to 
the Lord.

Abram Rescues Lot

14 In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, 
Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer 

king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2 these 
kings made war with Bera king of Sodom, 
Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of 
Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the 
king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3  And all these 
joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (that is, 
the Salt Sea). 4  Twelve years they had served 
Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they 
rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer 
and the kings who were with him came and 
defeated the Rephaim in Ashterothkarnaim, 
the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh
kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their hill coun
try of Seir as far as Elparan on the border 
of the wilderness. 7  Then they turned back 
and came to Enmishpat (that is, Kadesh) and 
defeated all the country of the Amalekites, 
and also the Amorites who were dwelling in 
Hazazontamar.

8  Then the king of Sodom, the king of 
Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) 
went out, and they joined battle in the Valley 
of Siddim 9 with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, 
Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, 
and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against 
five. 10  Now the Valley of Siddim was full of 
bitumen pits, and as the kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, 
and the rest fled to the hill country. 11  So the 
enemy took all the possessions of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went 
their way. 12  They also took Lot, the son of 
Abram’s brother, who was dwelling in Sodom, 
and his possessions, and went their way.

13  Then one who had escaped came and 
told Abram the Hebrew, who was living by 
the oaks2 of Mamre the Amorite, brother 
of Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies of 
Abram. 14  When Abram heard that his kins
man had been taken captive, he led forth 
his trained men, born in his house, 318 of 
them, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 And 
he divided his forces against them by night, 
he and his servants, and defeated them and 

pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 
16  Then he brought back all the possessions, 
and also brought back his kinsman Lot 
with his possessions, and the women and 
the people.

Abram Blessed by Melchizedek
17  After his return from the defeat of 

Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with 
him, the king of Sodom went out to meet 
him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s 
Valley). 18  And Melchizedek king of Salem 
brought out bread and wine. (He was priest 
of God Most High.) 19  And he blessed him 
and said,

 “ Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
  Possessor3 of heaven and earth;
20   and blessed be God Most High,
  who has delivered your enemies into 

your hand!”

And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 
21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give 
me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 
22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have 
lifted my hand4 to the Lord, God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth, 23  that I would 
not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything 
that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made 
Abram rich.’ 24 I will take nothing but what the 
young men have eaten, and the share of the 
men who went with me. Let Aner, Eshcol, and 
Mamre take their share.”

God’s Covenant with Abram

15 After these things the word of the Lord 
came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall 
be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, 
what will you give me, for I continue5 child
less, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3  And Abram said, “Behold, you 
have given me no offspring, and a member of 
my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, 
the word of the Lord came to him: “This man 
shall not be your heir; your very own son6 shall 
be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and 
said, “Look toward heaven, and number the 
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he 
said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And 
he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him 
as righteousness.

7 And he said to him, “I am the Lord who 
brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to 

1 Or terebinths 2 Or terebinths 3 Or Creator; also verse 22 4 Or I have taken a solemn oath 5 Or I shall die 6 Hebrew what will come out of your own loins 
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Day 1

A key theme of the book of Philippians is unity among believers. 
Paul wanted the church at Philippi to know that as Christians they 
could enjoy rich relationships with one another, united in such a 
way that the gospel would spread and the church could bring hope 
and light to a broken world.

In verses 14–15 believers are instructed to 

do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in 
the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world.

Christian unity is a unique and powerful demonstration of the 
Spirit’s work. Such harmony looks so vastly different than the world 
around us that it cannot go unnoticed. This does not mean that 
believers will agree with one another on every matter, but rather 
that all our interactions are to be marked by love and genuine care 
for one another.

For this type of unity to be possible, we must first be charac-
terized by humility, counting our brothers and sisters as more 
significant than ourselves and considering their interests and needs 
to be more important than our own.

Spend time today meditating on verses 2–3. As you do, pray 
for conviction and insight as you read. If the Lord brings to mind 
specific instances in which you have failed to put others’ interests 
before your own, confess those sins to the Lord. Ask for sensitivity 
to the Spirit, that you will recognize opportunities to show humility 
and will be equipped, by his power, to do so.
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5:22–24 The usual pattern of the genealogy (see note on 
vv. 1–32) is altered with the substitution of the expression Enoch 
walked with God. This is then developed further in v. 24 when 
the expected phrase “and he died” is replaced by the comment 
and he was not, for God took him. In this passage, and in 
certain other contexts in Genesis (e.g., 3:8; 6:9; 17:1; 24:40; 
48:15), the Hebrew verb for “walked” is a distinctive form that 
conveys the sense of an ongoing intimacy with God. Remarkably, 
because of this special relationship, Enoch does not die (cf. Elijah, 
2 Kings 2:1–12). The narrator’s desire to highlight this fact may 
explain why the present genealogy, unlike the one in Gen. 11:10–
26, regularly mentions that “X died.”

5:27 According to the dates given, it is possible to conclude that 
Methuselah died in the year of the flood.

5:28–31 The genealogical pattern is disrupted by the inclusion 
of Lamech’s explanation for the name Noah. Lamech’s comment 
on the name “Noah” (Hb. noakh), which strictly speaking means 
“rest” (Hb. nuakh), introduces the related concept of “comfort” 
(Hb. nakham). Lamech expects that Noah will bring both rest 
and comfort from the painful toil of working the soil (see 
3:17–19). Lamech’s 777 years provides an interesting point of 
contact with his namesake in 4:18–24 and seventy-sevenfold 
vengeance.

5:1–6:8 Adam’s Descendants. This section of Genesis falls into 
two distinctive parts. Whereas 5:1–32 is largely a genealogy that 
traces a single line of descendants from Adam to Noah, naming 
only one person in each generation, 6:1–8 provides a worldwide 
picture of increasing human wickedness. The contrast between 
these two elements is not simply between the particular and the 
universal but, more importantly, between righteousness and evil.
5:1–32 The Family Line from Adam to Noah. After a brief intro-
duction, which echoes elements of ch. 1, this passage follows a 
particular line of descendants from Adam to Noah. The chapter’s 
layout is dominated by a distinctive literary structure that is repeated 
for each of those specifically mentioned in each generation. The 
pattern may be set out as follows: When A had lived X years, he 
fathered B. A lived Y years after he fathered B and had other sons 
and daughters. Thus all the days of A were Z (= X + Y) years, 
after which he died (see chart, p. 63). Since the word “fathered” 
in a genealogy can mean “fathered an ancestor of,” it is possible 
that this genealogy skips any number of generations; certainly the 
literary conventions allow for this. That omissions do actually occur 
appears from comparing, for example, the genealogy of Moses in 
Ex. 6:16–20 with that of Joshua in 1 Chron. 7:23–27: undoubt-
edly the genealogy for Moses has been compressed (cf. also Ezra 
7:1–5 with 1 Chron. 6:4–14). At three points in Gen. 5:3–31, the 
pattern is briefly broken to introduce additional information involv-
ing Adam–Seth, Enoch, and Lamech–Noah. One of the most strik-
ing aspects of the passage is the great age of the first people in 
Genesis. (Other ancient Near Eastern texts attribute even longer lives 
to earlier generations; e.g., the Sumerian King List mentions kings 
who reign—interestingly, before a flood—for periods of 28,800, 
36,000, and 43,200 years.) Given that the life span of people today 
(and at least since the flood) is much shorter than the life span of 
those listed from Adam to Noah, the question is often raised as to 
whether the remarkable longevity of these patriarchs as given in 
5:1–32 should be taken at face value or whether their longevity 
has some other explanation. Some have suggested that the figures 
should be understood as symbolic (e.g., that they may be related 
to various astronomical periods); or that the numbers are encoded 

with some unknown honorary significance; or that the figures were 
calculated by a different numeric method (e.g., that they should be 
divided by a factor of 5, plus, in some cases, the addition of the 
number 7 or 14). No writer, however, has offered a convincing 
alternative explanation, and none of the proposed alternatives can 
be substantiated with any certainty. The traditional understanding 
is that the numbers should be taken at face value, often assuming 
that something changed in the cosmology of the earth or in the 
physiology of humans (or in both) after the flood, resulting in a rapid 
decline in longevity, finally stabilizing at a “normal” life span in the 
range of 70 years or 80 years (see Ps. 90:10). In any case, one clear 
implication of these genealogies is that these people actually lived 
(regardless of how long), and that they actually died.

5:1–2 The heading that introduces 5:1–6:8 differs from all the 
others (see note on 2:4) by referring to a book. This was probably 
something like a clay tablet that preserved the contents of 5:1–21 
and possibly 11:10–26, although there the pattern is somewhat 
abbreviated. The book is named after Adam (Hb. ’adam). The same 
Hebrew word is also translated in 5:1 by man and in 5:2 by Man. 
This reflects the fact that Hebrew ’adam may function as a proper 
name, a common noun denoting a male individual, and a generic 
noun denoting male and female human beings (see notes on 1:26; 
1:27; 2:15–16). the likeness of God (5:1). See note on 1:27.

5:3–5 The linear list of descendants begins with Adam and then 
proceeds to name his son Seth. As 4:25 records, Seth is Adam’s 
third-born son. This line is clearly presented as offering an alterna-
tive to the line of seven generations linked to Cain in 4:17–18. But 
whereas Cain’s line leads to a killer in the seventh generation, the 
comparable generation in Seth’s line produces Enoch, who walked 
with God and did not die (see note on 5:22–24). fathered a son 
in his own likeness, after his image. From the normal pattern 
of the genealogy, the phrase “fathered Seth” would be expected 
here. The additional material introduces the idea that Seth resembles 
Adam. While this implies that Seth is made, like Adam, in the divine 
image, it also suggests that he images his father as well; Seth’s line, 
however, is certainly portrayed more positively than that of Cain.

1 Septuagint pleased God 2 Septuagint was not found 3 Noah sounds like the Hebrew for rest 

1 Seth sounds like the Hebrew for he appointed 2 Hebrew adam 

he fathered Jared 830 years and had other 
sons and daughters. 17 Thus all the days of 
Mahalalel were 895 years, and he died.

18  When Jared had lived 162 years he 
fathered t  Enoch. 19  Jared lived after he 
fathered Enoch 800 years and had other sons 
and daughters. 20 Thus all the days of Jared 
were 962 years, and he died.

21  When Enoch had lived 65 years, he 
fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch u walked with 
God1 after he fathered Methuselah 300 years 
and had other sons and daughters. 23 Thus all 
the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24 Enoch 
u walked with God, and he was not,2 v for God 
took him.

25 When Methuselah had lived 187 years, 
he fathered Lamech. 26  Methuselah lived 
after he fathered Lamech 782 years and 
had other sons and daughters. 27 Thus all 
the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and 
he died.

28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he 
fathered a son 29 and called his name Noah, 
saying, “Out of the ground w that the Lord 
has cursed, this one shall bring us relief 3 
from our work and from the painful toil of 
our hands.” 30 Lamech lived after he fathered 
Noah 595 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 31 Thus all the days of Lamech 
were 777 years, and he died.

said, “God has appointed1 for me another off-
spring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 
26 To l Seth also a son was born, and he called 
his name m Enosh. At that time people began 
n to call upon the name of the Lord.

Adam’s Descendants to Noah

5 This is the book of the generations of 
Adam. When God created man, o he made 

him in the likeness of God. 2 Male and female 
he created them, and he blessed them and 
named them Man2 when they were created. 
3 When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered 
a son in his own likeness, after his image, and 
p named him Seth. 4 q The days of Adam after 
he fathered Seth were 800 years; and he had 
other sons and daughters. 5 Thus all the days 
that Adam lived were 930 years, r and he died.

6  When Seth had lived 105 years, s   he 
fathered Enosh. 7 Seth lived after he fathered 
Enosh 807 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 8 Thus all the days of Seth were 
912 years, and he died.

9  When Enosh had lived 90 years, he 
fathered Kenan. 10  Enosh lived after he 
fathered Kenan 815 years and had other sons 
and daughters. 11 Thus all the days of Enosh 
were 905 years, and he died.

12  When Kenan had lived 70 years, he 
fathered Mahalalel. 13 Kenan lived after he 
fathered Mahalalel 840 years and had other 
sons and daughters. 14 Thus all the days of 
Kenan were 910 years, and he died.

15  When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, 
he fathered Jared. 16  Mahalalel lived after 
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G E N E S I S  1:31  G E N E S I S  4:12 2 3
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God 

walking in the garden in the cool1 of the day, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the 
man and said to him, “Where are you?”2 10 And 
he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, 
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the 
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.”

14 The Lord God said to the serpent,

 “ Because you have done this,
  cursed are you above all livestock
  and above all beasts of the field;
  on your belly you shall go,
  and dust you shall eat
  all the days of your life.
15   I will put enmity between you and the 

woman,
  and between your offspring3 and her 

offspring;
  he shall bruise your head,
  and you shall bruise his heel.”

16 To the woman he said,

 “ I will surely multiply your pain in child
bearing;

  in pain you shall bring forth children.
  Your desire shall be contrary to4 your 

husband,
  but he shall rule over you.”

17 And to Adam he said,

 “ Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife

  and have eaten of the tree
  of which I commanded you,
 ‘ You shall not eat of it,’
  cursed is the ground because of you;
  in pain you shall eat of it all the days of 

your life;
18   thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 

you;
  and you shall eat the plants of the field.

19   By the sweat of your face
  you shall eat bread,
  till you return to the ground,
  for out of it you were taken;
  for you are dust,
  and to dust you shall return.”

20  The man called his wife’s name Eve, be
cause she was the mother of all living.5 21 And 
the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife 
garments of skins and clothed them.

22  Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the 
man has become like one of us in knowing 
good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand 
and take also of the tree of life and eat, and 
live forever—” 23 therefore the Lord God sent 
him out from the garden of Eden to work the 
ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove 
out the man, and at the east of the garden of 
Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming 
sword that turned every way to guard the way 
to the tree of life.

Cain and Abel

4 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she 
conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have 

gotten6 a man with the help of the Lord.” 2 And 
again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was 
a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the 
ground. 3 In the course of time Cain brought to 
the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 
4 and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his 
flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord 
had regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but for 
Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain 
was very angry, and his face fell. 6  The Lord 
said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has 
your face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not 
be accepted?7 And if you do not do well, sin is 
crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to8 
you, but you must rule over it.”

8 Cain spoke to Abel his brother.9 And when 
they were in the field, Cain rose up against his 
brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the Lord 
said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He 
said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 
10  And the Lord said, “What have you done? 
The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to 
me from the ground. 11 And now you are cursed 
from the ground, which has opened its mouth 
to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 
12 When you work the ground, it shall no longer 

it was so. 31  And God saw everything that he 
had made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day.

The Seventh Day, God Rests

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were fin
ished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the 

seventh day God finished his work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day from 
all his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed 
the seventh day and made it holy, because on it 
God rested from all his work that he had done 
in creation.

The Creation of Man and Woman
 4   These are the generations
  of the heavens and the earth when they 

were created,
  in the day that the Lord God made the 

earth and the heavens.

5 When no bush of the field1 was yet in the 
land2 and no small plant of the field had yet 
sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused 
it to rain on the land, and there was no man to 
work the ground, 6 and a mist3 was going up 
from the land and was watering the whole face 
of the ground— 7 then the Lord God formed 
the man of dust from the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living creature. 8 And the Lord God 
planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there 
he put the man whom he had formed. 9 And out 
of the ground the Lord God made to spring 
up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and 
good for food. The tree of life was in the midst 
of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil.

10  A river flowed out of Eden to water the 
garden, and there it divided and became four 
rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It 
is the one that flowed around the whole land 
of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold 
of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone 
are there. 13  The name of the second river is 
the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the 
whole land of Cush. 14  And the name of the 
third river is the Tigris, which flows east of 
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him 
in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
16  And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 

garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat4 of it you shall surely die.”

18  Then the Lord God said, “It is not good 
that the man should be alone; I will make him 
a helper fit for5 him.” 19 Now out of the ground 
the Lord God had formed6 every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call 
them. And whatever the man called every liv
ing creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave 
names to all livestock and to the birds of the 
heavens and to every beast of the field. But for 
Adam7 there was not found a helper fit for him. 
21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the man, and while he slept took one of 
his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And 
the rib that the Lord God had taken from the 
man he made8 into a woman and brought her 
to the man. 23 Then the man said,

 “ This at last is bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh;
  she shall be called Woman,
  because she was taken out of Man.”9

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife 
were both naked and were not ashamed.

The Fall

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any 
other beast of the field that the Lord God 

had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, 

‘You10 shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 
2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither 
shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent 
said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, know
ing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise,11 she took of its fruit 
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 
who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes 
of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together 
and made themselves loincloths.

1 Or open country 2 Or earth; also verse 6 3 Or spring 4 Or when you eat 5 Or corresponding to; also verse 20 6 Or And out of the ground the Lord God formed 7 Or the man 
8 Hebrew built 9 The Hebrew words for woman (ishshah) and man (ish) sound alike 10 In Hebrew you is plural in verses 1–5 11 Or to give insight 

1 Hebrew wind 2 In Hebrew you is singular in verses 9 and 11 3 Hebrew seed; so throughout Genesis 4 Or shall be toward (see 4:7) 5 Eve sounds like the Hebrew for life-giver 
and resembles the word for living 6 Cain sounds like the Hebrew for gotten 7 Hebrew will there not be a lifting up [of your face]? 8 Or is toward 9 Hebrew; Samaritan, Septuagint, 
Syriac, Vulgate add Let us go out to the field 
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(which means Christ). 42  He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter1).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 

He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47  Jesus saw Nathanael com-
ing toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48  Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 
you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And 
he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,2 you 
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at 
Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wed-
ding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not 
yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each hold-
ing twenty or thirty gallons.3 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8  And he said to 
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. 9  When 
the master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and when people 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.

12  After this he went down to Capernaum, 
with his mother and his brothers4 and his dis-
ciples, and they stayed there for a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep 
and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables. 
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written, a “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19  Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20  The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple,5 and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself 
to them, because he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for 
he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to Jesus6 by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3  Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

1 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 2 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 3 Greek two or three measures (metrētas); a 
metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 4 Or brothers and sisters. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, the plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) 
may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 5 Or This temple was built forty-six years ago 6 Greek him a Ps. 69:9 
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1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied in Greek 
4 Or only One, or unique One 5 Or grace in place of grace 6 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 7 Greek in the bosom of the Father 8 Or crying out, ‘In the 
wilderness make straight 9 Some manuscripts the Chosen One 10 That is, about 4 p.m. 11 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 
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J O H N
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life,1 and the life was the light of 
men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6  There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the world. 10  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11  He 
came to his own,2 and his own people3 did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son4 from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.5 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,6 who is at the Father’s side,7 
he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20  He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21  And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22  So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight8 the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.”

24  (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27  even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is he 
of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose 
I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32  And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34  And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son9 of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35  The next day again John was standing 

with two of his disciples, 36  and he looked 
at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to 
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39  He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour.10 40 One of 
the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus11 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
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coins of the money- changers and 
overturned their tables. 16 And he 
told those who sold the pigeons, 
“Take these things away; do not 
make my Fa ther’s house a house 
of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written,  “Zeal 
for your house will consume me.”

18  So the Jews said to him, 
“What sign do you show us for 
doing these things?” 19 Jesus an-
swered them, “De stroy this tem-
ple, and in three days I will raise 
it up.” 20  The Jews then said, “It 
has taken forty- six years to build 
this temple, and will you raise it 
up in three days?” 21 But he was 
speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22  When therefore he was 
raised from the dead, his disci-
ples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the 
Scrip ture and the word that Jesus 
had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23  Now when he was in Je-

ru sa lem at the Pass over Feast, 
many believed in his name when 
they saw the signs that he was 
doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did 
not entrust himself to them, be-
cause he knew all people 25  and 
needed no one to bear witness 
about man, for he himself knew 
what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the 
Phar i sees named Nic o de mus, 

a ruler of the Jews. 2  This man 

came to Jesus by night and said 
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you 
are a teacher come from God, for 
no one can do these signs that 
you do unless God is with him.” 
3  Jesus answered him, “Truly, 
truly, I  say to you, unless one 
is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can a man be 
born when he is old? Can he enter 
a second time into his mother’s 
womb and be born?” 5 Jesus an-
swered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and 
the Spir it, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6  That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spir it 
is spirit. 7  Do not marvel that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born 
again.’ 8 The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear its sound, 
but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So 
it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spir it.”

9  Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” 
10 Jesus answered him, “Are you 
the teacher of Is ra el and yet you 
do not understand these things? 
11  Truly, truly, I say to you, we 
speak of what we know, and 
bear witness to what we have 
seen, but you do not receive our 
testimony. 12  If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13 No 
one has ascended into heaven 

wrote, Jesus of Naz a reth, the son 
of Jo seph.” 46 Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good come 
out of Naz a reth?” Phil ip said to 
him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw 
Na than a el coming toward him 
and said of him, “Be hold, an Is ra-
el ite indeed, in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, 
“How do you know me?” Jesus an-
swered him, “Be fore Phil ip called 
you, when you were under the fig 
tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael an-
swered him, “Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God! You are the King of 
Is ra el!” 50  Jesus answered him, 
“Be cause I said to you, ‘I  saw 
you under the fig tree,’ do you be-
lieve? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51 And he said to him, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 
see heaven opened, and the angels 
of God ascending and descend-
ing on the Son of Man.”

The Wed ding at Cana

2 On the third day there was 
a wedding at Cana in Gal-

i lee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. 2  Jesus also was in-
vited to the wedding with his 
disciples. 3  When the wine ran 
out, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.” 4 And 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? 
My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 
mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”

6  Now there were six stone 
water jars there for the Jew-

ish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gal-
lons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, 
“Fill the jars with water.” And 
they filled them up to the brim. 
8 And he said to them, “Now draw 
some out and take it to the mas-
ter of the feast.” So they took it. 
9  When the master of the feast 
tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where 
it came from (though the ser-
vants who had drawn the water 
knew), the master of the feast 
called the bridegroom 10  and 
said to him, “Ev ery one serves the 
good wine first, and when peo-
ple have drunk freely, then the 
poor wine. But you have kept the 
good wine until now.” 11  This, 
the first of his signs, Jesus did at 
Cana in Gal i lee, and manifested 
his glory. And his disciples be-
lieved in him.

12  After this he went down 
to Ca per na um, with his mother 
and his brothers and his disci-
ples, and they stayed there for 
a few days.

Jesus Cleans es the Tem ple
13  The Pass over of the Jews 

was at hand, and Jesus went 
up to Je ru sa lem. 14  In the tem-
ple he found those who were sell-
ing oxen and sheep and pigeons, 
and the money- changers sitting 
there. 15  And making a whip of 
cords, he drove them all out of 
the temple, with the sheep and 
oxen. And he poured out the 
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I N T RODUCT I ON

Author, Date, and Recipients
Traditionally, Moses is considered to have been the author of Genesis and the rest of the Pentateuch (see 
Num. 33:2; Deut. 31:24; John 5:46). Of course, Moses lived much later than the events of Genesis. Presum ably, 
stories were passed down about those earlier events, and Moses brought them all together.

The first audience would have been the Israelites Moses led through the wilderness. For readers today, 
Genesis is an essential introduction to the rest of the Bible. It is rightly called the book of beginnings.

Theme
The theme of Genesis is creation, sin, and re-creation. God made the world very good, but first cursed it and 
then destroyed it in the flood because of man’s disobedience. The new world after the flood was also spoiled 
by human sin (ch. 11). God chose Abraham for a special purpose. Through his family, all nations would be 
blessed (12:1–3). God’s purpose will eventually be fulfilled through Abraham’s descendants (ch. 49).

Key Themes

1. The Lord God commissions human beings to be his representatives on earth. They are to take care of the 
earth and govern the other creatures (1:1–2:25).

2. Instead of acting as God’s representatives on earth, the first man and woman—Adam and Eve—listen to 
the serpent and follow his advice. Their disobedience has devastating results for all mankind and for the 
entire created world (3:1–24; 6:5–6).

3. God graciously announces that Eve’s offspring will free humanity from the serpent’s control (3:15). Genesis 
then begins tracing the history of one family that will become the people of Israel. This family has a special 
relationship with God and will become a source of blessing to fallen humanity (12:1–3).

4. As a result of Adam’s disobedience, his unique relationship with the ground degenerates, resulting in hard 
work and later in flood and famine. But the special family descending from Adam also brings relief from 
the difficulties (3:17–19; 5:29; 50:19–21).

5. While Eve’s punishment centers on pain in bearing children (3:16), women play an essential role in continuing 
the unique family line. With God’s help, even barrenness is overcome (11:30; 21:1–7; 25:21; 38:1–30).

6. The corruption of human nature causes families to be torn apart (4:1–16; 13:5–8; 25:22–23; 27:41–45; 
37:2–35). Although Genesis shows the reality of family conflicts, individual members of the chosen family 
can also help resolve those conflicts (13:8–11; 33:1–11; 45:1–28; 50:15–21).

7. The wicked are exiled from Eden and scattered throughout the earth (3:22–24; 4:12–16; 11:9), but God is 
kind to his chosen people and promises them a land of their own (12:1–2, 7; 15:7–21; 28:13–14; 50:24).

8. God is prepared to destroy almost the entire human race because of its corruption (6:7, 11–12; 18:17–33), 
but he still wants his world to be populated by righteous people (1:28; 9:1; 15:1–5; 35:11).

GENESIS

01.Genesis.indd   2 7/21/17   12:47 PM

Creation Call of  
Abraham

Israel goes 
to Egypt

Exodus  
from Egypt

 c. 2091 b.c. 1876 b.c. 1446 b.c.

6.25" x 9"  |  8.5-point Milo Serif (type)  |  7-point Gotham Narrow (content text)  |  2,336 pages  |  Double-column format  |  Black letter

WOMEN’S STUDY BIBLE



WINTER 2023

AVAILABLE 
MARCH 9, 2023

WOMEN’S STUDY BIBLE

TruTone, Tan, Almond Tree 
Design
978-1-4335-8708-5
$69.99
Slipcase

Hardcover
978-1-4335-7204-3
$49.99
Jacket

Cloth over Board, Dark Teal
978-1-4335-7203-6
$59.99
Slipcase

TruTone, Deep Brown
978-1-4335-7205-0
$69.99
Slipcase


	ESV new bibles - 2023-1 Winter updated 5.31.22.pdf
	ESV line extensions - 2023-1 Winter.pdf

